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EX 


PREFACE: 


WITH 


REFLECTIONS 


ON 


What 1s Remarkable 


I N 


Mr. Foland's Pzx+reracce, 
H E Learned and Judicions 
may,perhaps,wonder what 


TI ſpecial Motive, or Deſign, 
; Ccouldengage any Man to attack an 
3 Author, the Emptineſs of whoſe 
1 Performances had ſo long cauſed 


'emto be paſſed over with Negle&, 
A 2 Or 
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or Contempt ; I muſt confeſs, when 
this Diſcourſe firſt made its Publick 
Entry, upon a tranſient Perufal, I 
thought there was ſcarce any 7 king 
in zt, that could anſwer for the 7::e 
that muſt be laid out in a formal Re- 
Þ1y : but forall this, there were th:z2s 
conſpired in this petty &ffair ( as 
ſometimes in Matters of the higl:eit 
Importance) which begat new Mica- 
{ures and Reſolutions, tho” it may, 
be ſuch, as cannot well be account- 
ed for : For, 

Firſt, Whereas it was ſent Or- 
phan like into the World, as it de- 
ſigned to live upon Compaſſion, ra- 
ther then be cruſh?d by Envy or 
Malice ; now 1t appears in a Tri- 
umphant manner owned by both 
its Relations, as well Editor as Au- 
thor. A ſufficient Indication truly 
that things often make their own 
way through the Corruption of an 
Age, tho* they want an Intrinſick 
Worth to ſupport %em ; and this 
. truly is matter enough to puſh a 
Man on upon a Principle of Zeal, 
when the pure Merits of the Cauſe 
will not give the leaſt Provocation 
it's 
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| 
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ts true, ſometimes the 11] manage- 
ment, or emptineſs of a Treatiſe, is 


- Not to be an abſolute concluding 


Argument for rejecting the Conſ1- 
deration of it; eſpecially when *tis 
fraught with Malice, as well as Er- 
rour, or carries a Malignant Aſpect, 
or Evil Tendency, and is induſtri- 
ouſly diſperſed, or lodged in the 
Hands of Unwary Readers of the 
higheſt Rank, Pm ſure theſe have 
been the Artifices, and eſtabluld 
Methods of my Adverſary. 

And theretore, as this alone 1s 
Plea enough for my preſent Under- 
taking, ſo I could wiſh my Bre- 
thren, the Clergy, would take-this 
Hint to heighten their Jealosſie, and 
arm their Reſolution, in giving a 
timely Check to Errour, though 
never ſo ſeemingly Impotent. 

But to return, That which was 
more particular ' in this Aﬀair, 
was ſome warm Diſcourſes of 
Friends, ſtarted upon his Second 
Edition, wherein the Charatter of 
the Author, with reſpe& to his 
Treatiſe, was canvals'd both ways : 
I muſt confeſs, there were ſome 

A} things 
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things offered that left an Impreſſ1- 
on; and beſides this, Curioſity mo- 
ving to ſee the Improvements of a 
new Edition ; I immediately reſo]- 
ved to examine the whole Treatiſe 
with more care and niceneſs. 

Upon trial, though I found no- 
thing conſiderable to alter my firſt 
Sentiments ; yet being more exqui- 
ſitely ſenſible, that the Deſign of it 
was extreamly pernicious, and no 
leſs than a Baſis tooverturn the Fun- 
damental Articles of our Faith; I 
thought the Publick would eaſily 
excule the Impertinence, if I be- 
ſtowed a few Remarks upon it, to 
prevent Infection, at leaſt in an 
Unwary Reader : And truly I more 
willingly engaged in a formal Re- 
ply, becauſe I could not only pre- 
vent my Adverſary, but advance a- 
nother uſeful Deſign, which was to 
ſupport the Cauſe of the Church of 
Exgland, againſt the main Attacks 
of this Gentleman's Brethren, the 
Socinians ; and that 1s, by diſpoſ- 
{eſſing *em of their ſtrongeſt For- 
tres, I mean their Retreat to com- 


mon Ideas, or Notions, or which is 


the 
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the ſame thing , the pure Didates 
and Conceptions of Humane Rea- 
ſon, for the Scrutiny and Deciſion 
of the Sublimeit Matters of Faith : 
And Pm perſwaded, this is the moſt 
efteftual Method to baſfle all their 
Efforts, to maintain the Faith that 
was once delivered to the Saints, 
and bring the whole Cotroverſie to 
a ſpeedy luc : For when once we 
have demonſtrated the Abſurdity of 
making Humane Conceptions the lole 
and abſolute STANDARD for the 
Reception of Divine TrxuTHs, we 
cannot only with, eaſe ſilence all 0- 
ther Arguments that are brought to 
attack them, but eſtabliſh them on 
ſuch a foot, that the Gates of Hell 
ſhall r:0t be able to prevail againit 
them. 

But after all that has been ſaid, I 
ſhall vindicate my Undertaking, by 
flying to a Topick common to all 
Parries, and much uſed by this Gen- 
tleman, I mean, by ſetting up for an 
Adwocate and Defender of Truth ; 
irs certain, I have now a better Ti- 
tle to this Argument than he, being 
not only engaged to eſpouſe the 

A 4 Cauſe 
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Cauſe of that which I am perſwa- 
ded 1s Truth ; but the Caule of an 
EſtabliſÞ?d Church (of which I 
have the happineſs of being a Mem- 
ber in a double Capacity) that has 
owned and declared the things I 
contend for, to be Eterzal and Di- 
vine Truths, Trs true; he labours 
to approve himſelf a moſt gexerous 
Advocate for Truth, ſince he would 
needs perſwade us, he has made an 
ample Proviſion againſt Deiſts, and 
Atheiſts , by reducing all Revealed 
Traths, to the Level of Humane 
Reaſon. But, truly, I know no one, 
* but thoſe very Perſons, and his ows 
Fattion, can thank him-for it. I 
remember in one place, he charges 
the Growth of Deiſm, upon thoſe \ 
aſſert Myſteries in Religion : But 
what can give a greater Advantage 
to the Cauſe, or tempt *em to call 
in queſtion the Truth of Revelation, 
and conſequently the Being of a 
Gop, or his Providence, than to pre- 
tend to #xravel thele Truths by dint 
of Reaſon, which are in their own 
Nature :ncomprehenſible, and are re- 
preſented as ſuch ? In a word, this 

CV1- 
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evidently proſtitutes the moſt Sacred! 
and Solema Truths, to the Mercy ot 
Atheiſts, and Unbelievers ; it gives 
*tm a Commiſſion to arraign' *em 
by the marrow Conceptions of Ha- 
mane Reaſon ; and when, upon a fair 
View, they will not Comport wit! 
*em, it gives ?em an Oppecrtunity to 
cenſure Revelation nlelt, as a ſence- 
leſs Impoſture. But to proceed, now 
I'm engaged on this Topick, give 
'me leave to reflect a little his bit- 
ter Exclamations upon the Deplore- 
ble Condition of the Age : Bur tor 
what ? ?Tis for nothing, bur becauſe 
he has not under rhe ſpecious Title 
of; a» Advocate for Truth, an unl:- 
mited Toleration to deliver his Sen- 
timents at Pleaſure, againſt an Eſta- 
bliſt*d Religion, [Ever as freely as a 
Phyſitian declares againit a received 
Hypotheſis, Page 5.] For after all 
his Harrangues, what he has del:- 
vered in three ſucceeding Pages, a- 
mounts to no more than this : See 
Page 4, 5, 6. 

Now certainly every Eflabliſh'a 
Conſtitution 15 ſuppoled to make as 
great Pretenſions to Truth, as anv 
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private Perſons, that declare againſt 
any of her Arricles,or Santtions, and 
therefore, though every one 1s to 
promote what he tully believes to be 
truth, at the greateſt Hazards and 
Danger ; yer if he ſuffers from an 
Eſtabliſh'd Conſtitution, he may 
poſſibly have nothing to blame but 
his own Confidence and Preſumpti- 
on: Whatever Indulgencies Chri- 
ſtianity makes for private Opinions, 
T can ſee nothing that forbids Cen- 
ſures and Puniſhments, even Civil 
as well as Eccleſiaſtical, againſt thoſe 
that publickly oppoſe her Saxons 
or Decrees, and diſturb her Peace ; 
and though he ſeems to repreſent it 
as a Piaculum, or Monſtrous piece 
of Barbarity for the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate to [ Arre#t the Excommunicate, 
and proſecute the Erroneous, Page 
29.] Yet toneglect it, where a pub- 
lick Attack is made upon the Peace 
of rhe Church, I think cannot well 


be reconciled, with their Character 


of being Nurſing-Fathers and Mo- 
thers to CnrIsT?s Church, 
But further, this Gentleman lets 


us underſtand, that he 1s ſincere, 
[Be- 
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3 [Being thoroughly convinced of what 
he maintains, Page 9.] and there- 
7 fore it's hard any Man ſhould ſuffer 
2 for the ſincereſt Endeavours after 
* Truth: But certainly whoſoever 
; goes about to attack the ſtanding 
- Dottrines of an EftabliſÞ'd Church, 
? ſhould take care that his Notoxs are 
; not only very clear, and as he has 
1 it, [Carries the highest Evidence in 
4 em, Page8.] but that they are cx- 
q-preſly contained in Scripture, and 
4 conſcquently are, as it were, the 
S Dictates of Dzivize and Infinite 
* TxuTH ; otherwiſe an Eſtabliſh'd 
$ Church may rightfully afſert her 
3 own Truths, and ſuppreſs all At- 
JF tempts that are made to: perplex or 
Js diſturb *em : And as for the Paſtors 
of this Church, they are to appear 
for Truth, and for the Authority of 
her Conſtitution, upon a Principle 
of Truſt, for Truth, God, and the 
* Church; this is but a piece of Ca- 
3 ronical Obedience to the Apoſile's 
3 Command, in contending, and that 
7 earneſtly, for the Faith that was 
7 oxce delived to the Saints, 

But 
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But to return, Notwithſtanding | 
his Endeavours to caſt an Imputati- 5 
on upon our Exeliſh Eſtabiiihment, | 
as if ſhe diſallowed all Reports of 
Divine Matters that difter from her 3 
Confeſſions of Faith, with a deſign 
to make Religion unintelligible and 2 
obſcure, Page 5, 6. F 

It appears fhe has a juſt Authori- 4 
ty to cenſure, eſpecially thoſe that ? 
advance Principles, and Poſitions, \$ 
with a Deſign to Undermine her | 
Eftabliſh'd Fundamental Doftrines. 

This Pm confident will vindicate 
thoſe Hue and Cries of Hereſie, he 
induſtriouſly upbraids us with ; for, 
though they are not pronounced or | 
iſſued forth upon every Difference | 
in Opinion, yet where we find Mat- 
ters of Faith induſtrioully attack?d, 
we are not aftraid to fix a juſt Mark 3 
on the Authoy ; and truly this-Gen- 
tleman, Pm perſwaded, has ad-. 

. vanced ſuch a Ser of Principles, as | 
would have carried him into the # 
fouleſt Errors, had he not fuffered ! 
this Seaſonable Rebuke, And then |; 
I know nothing that could have 7 
pronounced the Hue and Cry illegal * 

or © 


* 
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| preſumed, this would not be ſo 
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J 6: univit ; I have no where called 


him #/::-:2c& , but I dare ſubmit 
rm {li 1 the Cenſare of the World, 
trora what is offter'd in the follow- 
inz Dilcourſe, whether to profeſs 
m1, ſelf an Advocate for my Mec- 


# thr Church and for Trath, is not 
# in itſelf Argument enough to apo- 


logize for my preſent Undertak- 


# ing. 


But to proceec] : 'The next thing 
I have to offer, is to Apologize for 
the Management of the following 
Diſcourſe ; I mult confeſs, there are 
the ſame Replies (at leaſt formed 
on the ſame Notions) that occur 
more than once, without any con- 
ſiderable Variations : Bur its well 
known, - he that Anſwers Books, 
muſt Dance Attendance to the Mo- 
tions of the Author ; and it he la- 
bours like a Mil{-hoyſe, in a Circle, 
that Replies muſt in ſome Meaſure 
follow him. It's true, I might 
have paſt over a great many imper- 


. tinent Poſitions, by meer Referen- 


ces, to what had been offered to 
Arguments of the ſame ſtamp; but, 
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ſatisfatory, nor cogent, with a ! 
great many, as when a particular !' 
Reply is fbjopncd at the foot of : 
cach Poſition, that's any wiſe ma- * 
terial: and ſince a Reply was to be - 
made, I thought it not proper to 
multiply Notions , nor Inſtances, 
where the Argument did not com- 
pel me. | | 

But further : Some , perhaps, | 
eſpecially this Gentleman and his 
Adherents, may complain, that T | 
have uſed him a little roughly, not 
like a Maſter of Reaſox. But for 
this, as long as I have not rak*d | 
into his Morals, or Charatter, and ' 
ſtudiouſly avoided all Perſonal Re- 
fle&tions on this Account ; if there's 
any thing ſevere and diſagreeable, 
he muſt impute it to his own con- 
fuſed Notions, and illogical Concla- * 
7ons. 

Indeed, he tells us., he expetts 
[0 Deference to be paid him; and 
if his Reaſons be not cogent, he ſhall 
zake in good part a Moaeit and Perti- 
nent Animadverſion, Page 6.] But 
truly the Queſtion will be, What 
he calls Modeſt or Pertinent ? Pm 

Pere 
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perſwaded, unleſs he had forgot his 
3 Old Language: and Politiveneſs , 
f F cvery thing that runs counter to 
: his Notiens, will be branded for 
Impudence or Impertinence. 

But give me leave to Expoſtulate 
> + a little with him ; With what Face 
. can he expect to be treated with 
Tenderneſs or Modeſty, when 1n 
a little Preface, ( not to ſay any 
thing of the Body of his Treatiſe) 
he | Sa to have Conjured up all 
the Malice and Calumnies of Hell, 
to blacken an Order of Mex ; and 
an Eſftabliſh'd Conſtitution ? Does 
he not ſuggeſt in one place, That 
Religion is advanced [ to Patronize 
Amoition, Ihypiety, and Contention ? 
Page 7.] Does he not in another 
place, pronounce [ Divinity a Trade ? 
Page 19. ] And conſequently, a 
thing that only ſerves to bring in 
Gain and Credit? Page 6. Does 
he not repreſent the Clergy, as the 
undoubted Authors 0 


f Myſtery ? 
Page 29. ] and tout ret 
ving all Religion into it ? Paye 6. 
Does he not make our Inſtitutions 
of Divinity, to be a Myſtery of Ini- 

L | quity, 
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quity, Page 22. And ſuggeſts, as 
it the Eſſence of Religion was pla- 
ced in unintelligible Terms, and 
empty Sounds ; invented to make 
plain Things obſcure, or to cover 
our Ignorance ! LEND 
Nay, (and which is more unpar- 
donable) the Holy Scripture 1s put 
to the Torture, to countenance this 
Scholaſtick Jargon, Paze 11. Does 
he not repreſent us, imitating the 
Cabaliſlicke Cſurpattons, who taught 
them to believe all their Gloſles to 
be Myſteries ; and, conſequently, 
taught *em SubjeQtion to Heathe- 
niſh Rites? Page 20, It's mani- 
teſt he draws the Parallel : for he 
rells us, 1 wiſh no Application of 
this could be made, in the follow- 
iag Diſcourſe, to the Caſe of any 
Chriſtians ; and then falls foul up- 
on us, for impoſing Unſcriptural- 
Ceremonies , and the Belief of Un- 
fathomable Explanations, of what 
we ſtiffly hold to be Incomprehen- 
ſible: Nay, he charges us with 
Preſſiaz Obeatence to our own Con: 
{trtutions and Diſcipline, while we 
Conntve at all Non-conformity FO 


the - 
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the Divine L AW, or -- 21, Does 
he not repreſent us, Iz/frutting our 
T3 People to diſtruit their own Rea- 
ſon, and pay a blind Veneration for 
3 thoſe that lived before "em, with 4 
firm Reſolution to adhere to all the 
Ex m_—w of their Party, and that 
to believe only, is the ſure Foundation 
of all our Allegories, and thats Any- 
thing may be made of Everything. 
- * : Rome 
 Ir's true, he does not expreſly fix 
*tm upon the Efabliſh'd Church of 
Exgland ; but he informs us where 
his Malice is directed [azainit Pro- 
teſtants, not Papiſts, Page 15.] And 
conſequently, the very Calumnies 
he ſingles out, points out the Church 
o England to be the very Ob- 
jef. 

And now, what a Modeſt ſort 
of Uſage is this ? Is not his whole 
Preface, a continued Inwvedtive, as 
falſe as *tis ſcandalous and malici- 
ous ? Has he not recourſe to ſtale 
Objettions againſt Ceremonies , 
Church-Diſcipline, and Canonical 
Obedience, that have been more 
Ca ] than 
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than once exploded ? And it hell 
revive the Diſpute, and fix any 
thing direaly againſt our preſext 
Efabliſhment, PII promiſe, or! pro- 
cure an Azſwer , that will expoſe 
his Folly, as much as he has expo- 
{ed his Malice. Does he not charge 
us with downright Falſhooas, as 
tothe Hiſtory of MySTERIES? T que- 
ſtion not, but the Reply that is 
made to the Chapter that treats of 
it, will oblige an unbiaſſed Reader 
to pronounce *em ſuch, 

What is more villanous, than 
to charge the Jogjnt Eſtabliſhment 
with a ſuperſtitious Adherence to 
Terms and barbarous Words, even 
to the racking and perverting of 
Scripture; when 11s well known, 
what great Deference our Church 
pays to Scripture, fince ſhe makes 
it the Great Rale of Faith and Pra- 
ice, and the laſt Judge of Contro- 


wer ſes ? 


But as for Words or 'Terms, it's 


very well known, how uſeful, not 
to ſay abſolutely neceſſary, they are 
for the Improvements of Flumane 


Know- 
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K nowledge, in any Art or Science. 
Inſomuch, that 'tho* my Lord Ba- 
cou, and Mr. Lock, diſdained to 
tread the beaten Path, yct they, as 
well as all other Projectors, were 
forced to Coyn a Set of ew 1 erms, 
it may be in *emſclves no more ap'« 
polite, or intelligible, than the for- 
mer. 

Thus, we fee, this Gentlemar 
is very conſiſtent with himſelf, 
throughout his whole Preface : for 
there ſeems to be no Diſpute, but 
whether he ſhould exert more Ma- 
lice or Falſhood. Indeed, the Com- 
poſing of this Preface, ſeems to be 
preſcribed by his Phyſiciaz ( that 


' knew his Coxſtitution well) inſtead 


of a Vomit ; for it has emptied 
more Gall and Filth than that could 
have done, And how can this ve- 
'y Gentleman be diſpleaſed , it he 
nds himſelf attackt wirh ſome 
Tranſports of Heat and Warmth ? 
Are not all theſe Suggeſtions ablo- 
lutely forreign to the Merits of the 
Cauſe ? Had he not out-done all 
theſe little Inſults in a more Manly 
[a2] Way, 


XV11 


The PREFACE. 


Way, by proving his Main Defign 
upon pure Dint of Argument? He 
protelts, indeed, a great deal of Sin- 
cerity and Integrity ; but ſuch foul 
Mazagements, Will make any think- 
:no Man ſufpect, he's driving a more 
Selfiſh Deſizn, than that of Inſtru- 
ing the Ignorant : [His own Words, 
Page 21.1 Indeed, it looks as if he 
were engaged to carry on a Maſſa- 
cre, rather than form a Defence tor 
Truth : for he exerts himfelf more 
liberally, in bringing an Univerſal 
Odiam upon the CLERGY, than in 
proving his Maiz Deſign, Upon 
the whole then, it's indiſputably 
manifeſt, if any thing has dropt 
that's ſevere or indecent, 1 dare ap- 
peal to all the World, whether this 
Gentleman ( that has cxtorted it) 
has not furniſh'd me with an ample 
Apolozy ; inforuch , that he him- 
ſelf, 1f he places things in a true 
Light, cannot complain of 1njuſtice, 
unleſs it be for the Negative part of 
It, in not paying him home to the 
tull tn I1s own Copa, 

And 


The FREP ACE: 


And now having Apologized for 
my Delign and Method in Writing, 
give me leave to enlarge a little 
more upon the Deſigns ot our Ad- 
verſary : And Firſt, After having 
diſgorged himſelf very plentifully 
againſt the preſent Inſtitutions of 
Divinity, heat laſt preſents us with 
his own Model. And to let us fee, 
what Publick Bleſſinzs are wrapt up 
in him, he gives us the Proſpett of 
another Noble Piece, that now lies 
by him, and may ſerve asan Intro- 
duftion to this : It's Title is, Syſtems 
of Divinity exploded. Page 24. I 
could wiſh he would put the Werld 
into a Condition to paſs an Eſti- 
mate upon it, as well as himlelt, 
and judge how juſtly the Diſſertation 
merits the Title. But truly he has 

ven us a hizt where lis main Ef- 
ortsare made, viz inexpoſing the 
Method of our Syſtems of Divinity : 
for he lets us underſtand, That to 
prove the Authority and Perfection , 
before we teach the Contents of Scri- 
pture, is Confuſion, Page 25. His 
Arguments are, The Authority and 
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Perfection of Scripture, are chiefly to 
b2 knowa by the Contents of it. How 
can any be ſure, that the Scripture con- 
rains all Thines neceſſary to Salvation, 
till be firit Reads it over ? Nay, how 
can he conclude it to be Scripture,or the 
Word of God, till he exadtly ſtudies 
it ? Ibid. 

> Here is an egregious piece of tri- 
fling ; for tho” at, rare, our Syſtems 
of Divinity with proving the Di- 
vine Authority of 9 1h I know 
no Divine of the Eftabliſh*d Engliſh 
Church, that has not recourle to the 
Subje&t Matter of Scripture, for a 
principal Argument of its Divine 
Authority, We conſtantly pm 
to the Purity and Perfection of its 
Precepts, to the Nature of its Dos 
ctrines, and the Great Ends and 
Deſigns of the whole Inſtitution ; 1o 
that the UNBELIEVER may obje& 
what he pleaſes againſt any of *em; 
but then 1t 15 no Violation of the 
Laws of Method, to propoſe the 
Divine Authority and Perfection of 
Scripture, for the Leading Articles 
in our Sy/fems of Divinity, no more 

| than 
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than it's a piece of Tautology, or 
Impertinence, to Explain any Do- 
Arines, or Preceprs, aſter the Per- 
fection and Authority of Scripture 
is aſſerted : for we may appeal to 
an Adverſary, to object what he 
pleaſes from Scripture, to explode 
its Divinity ; and yet when its Di- 
vinity and PerfeCtion are aflerted 
and agreed upon, we may jultly 
proceed to unfold the Nature of all 
Chriſtian DoQtrines and Precepts, 
and digeſt *em into Method and Or- 
aer. 

Indeed, I cannot imagine how 
this Gentleman, that owns both the 
Authority and Perfeccions of Scrz- 
ptare, and that all the Dottrines of 
Chriſtianity ruſt be founded in Scri- 
pture, can be offended at the received 
Method of our preſent Syſtems : cer- 
tainly, if Scriptare be the Standard 
and Caxor of all Dottrines, the 
moſt regular Method in drawing 


> 041 


up a Scheme of Chriſtian Dodtrines, 


will be to aſſert the Authority and 
Perfection of the Cano», from 
whence alone they are to be taken ; 
[a4] but 
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but it's well known, how eafie it is 
to find a Flaw in the moſt accurate 
Model, where the Man 1s not able 
to Improve it, and to play the Cr:- 
tick, and Cenſure, and Condemn, 
where he's not able to Improve the 
Subject, were he to att as an Au- 
thor: this is a Talext whichT willnot 
deny this Pretender to Reaſon ; but 
as far the other, I mean, before he 
undertakes to draw up a Body of Di- 
winity, I ſhould adviſe him, to ap- 
ply himſelf to ſome Friend in the 
Univerſity, he, not long ſince, (and 
for no good End) lived in, and beg 
his infruQtions in the Elements of 
Artificial Logick, ſince he appears 
to be {ſo zotor:onſly deficient, in the 


common Rules and Ditates of Na- 


tural Logick ; tho* perhaps, he may 
eſteem it a ſexſleff Jargon, and con- 
ſequently it may tempt him to de- 
ſpiſe the Propoſal : Pm perſwaded, 
if there's any bottom to work up- 
on, *twill engage him in a more 
cloſe and clearer Way of Thinking, 
as well as Arguinz, and prevent 
thoſe Blunders and Corfuftons, which 
| | che 
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the want of it ſeems to have intro- 
duced. 

' There now remains nothing to 
be offered to this Gentleman, or m 
Reader, buta ſhort Reply to the Cloſe 
of his Preface, [Edit. 2.] where he 
labours to diflemble his Az/zce, or 
Envy, to the Clergy ; he fancies he 
has wiped off all, by dividing the 
Body, and marking out ſome, under 
his own ſcarrilous Names and Chara- 
ers. But in one word, if he eſteems 
a zealous Vindication of the Doctrine, 
or Diſcipline of the Effabliſh'd Church 
of England, 4 driving on a meer 
Trade in Religion, and building an 
unjuft Authority upon the abuſed Con- 
ſcrences of the Laity ; or, it he calls 
thoſe corrupt Clergy-men , that ac- 
count ſome Dottrines in Chriſtianity 
myſterious. [ See Page 28, 29, 3o. ] 
(All which he maniteſtly ſuggeſts.) 
Then, I preſume, every one that 
pretends to be a Clergy-man of this 
Cxukxcn, will reckon himſelf one 
of his profeſſed Enemies. Page 3o. 
Tho? not for telling him the Truth. 
Paze 20, And I can promule him, 
oy they 
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they will be fo far from dreading 


his Cexſures, or Charadters, that 
rather than be accounted Wiſe, of 
Sincere, [ Page 31.7] by embracing 
his /Votions, they?ll think it no In- 
jury to them, to be Niſtingui{Þ'd by 
all the Marks his Wzt or Malice, he, 
on this Account, can fix upon *em. 
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B FORE I makeany Formal 


Returns to the Poſitions ad- 

. vanC*d by this Zealows Advo- 

cate for RE ASO N, I ſhall endea- 
your to fix or ſtate the ſeveral Mea- 
Jures and Principles of Human Kzow- 
ledge ; 1 mean, with reſpect to the 
Oppects of it, as it includes the Know- 
ledge of Objects of Sence, of Corpo- 
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real and Spiritual Subſtances, of Fi- 
nite and Infinite, and of Revealed 
Truths. | 

And, firſt, I can freely grant 
(what has coſt our Adverſary ſome 
Pages to prove,) viz. [* That no- ? 
« thing in Nature can come to our þ 
& Knowledge, but by ſome of theſe 
&« four Means, viz, the Experience of 
« the Sexſes, the Experience of the 
&« Mind, Humane and Divine Revela- 
&« tion, Sect. 1. Cap. }. ] 

But yet I think it very abſurd, to 
advance one Rule or Standard for 
every Part or Branch of Flumane 
Kyowledze, and thereupon form Ar- 

uments, and charge Contradiitions 
and Abſurdities, without making the 
leaſt allowance or diſtintion, with 
me to the nature of the Objett, or 
the methods of knowing it. Here is 
the Source of ail our Adverſary's 
Miſtakes and Miſcarriages, where- 
by (as willanon more fully appear) 
he has caſt a Cloud upon Reaſoz, 
rather than improv'd its Native 
Luſtre and Glory. | 

And, F:r#, as for the Knowledge 
of Objetts of Sexſe ; it's certain he 

Mind 


Properly calPd Myſteries. 
Mind of Man, the proper Seat as 
well as Principle of Humaze Kpow- 
ledge, is here cntertain'd by the Ob- 
jects. of the Material World; for, 
Nothiag but Matter #1 the ordinary 
courle of Natural Knowledge make az 
Impreſſion upon the outward Senſes, [0 
as to tranſmit, and fix an Idea in the 
Mind, ſuitable to the nature of the Ob- 
ject, And certainly here is the great 
original Stock of Hamane Kpowledze ; 
for the Senſes are not only the ſtand- 
ing Vehicles to all thoſe Ideas, that 
are lodg*d in the Mind, (ſince even 
Faith and Revelation come by Hea- 
ring) but theſe very Ideas, if poſji- 
tive, and formed on Things and 
Subſtances, are little elſe but the Re- 
ſemblances of material Senſations, or 
the Ideas of ſome Obje# of Sexſe, 
However, exalted and refined may 
be the Ideas of Angels and glorified 
Spirits, that have things preſented to 
the view of the Mind by an imme- 
diate Intuition, it's manifeſt we that 
are cloath*d with Senſes and Matter, 
and thoſe of a very coarſe allay, muſt 
have all our Ideas tinged wich mate- 
rial Adumbrations : Theſe are that 
B 2 als 
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Glaſs upon the Mind through which 
. we {ce darkly, and that wonderful- 
ly incraſſates and diſguiſes the Ima- 
ges of Things. Irs true, in Objedts 
of Senſe our Ideas muſt be compa- 
ratively clear and exaCt, becauſe we 
are ſeated in the very heart or cen- 
ter of the material World, where 
its Objects perpetually crowd in up- 
on our Senſes, and are continually 
preſented to our view and obſerva- 
tion : Burt yet, in Objedts of Sexſe, 
which we daily ſee and converſe 
with, we can by no means pretend 
an adequate Knowledge; tor, we 
cannot comprehend or penetrate in-. 
to their proper Efſences, or radical 
Subſtances ; no, we can go no fur- 
ther than Properties, Powers, or Fa- 
culties, that diſcover themſelves in 
their Effects, ſtrike the Senſes, and 
leave an Impreſſion, whence a di- 
ſtint Idea is form'd. Again, We 
cannot pretend to diſcover the true 
Modes of theſe Properties, Powers, 
or Faculties, ſo as to diſcern where- 
in the preciſe Nature of ?em con- 
ſiſts ; for, at leaſt, we can only re- 
ſemble it by ſome Ideas that are 

form'd 
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'/orm?d by the nobleſt of Senſes, 
that of Seeizz ; thus of Smells, and 
{afts, and the like : So that we ſee 
the higheſt Philoſophical Exercita- 
tions, even in mattcrs of Seuſc, are 
at lait wrap'd up in that we can 
juſtly call a MysTEexy. Its true, O06- 
jets of Seaſe, tho? form'd from Et- 
iccts and Properties, create a very 
certain and indiſputable Knowledge, 
becauſe conftirnyd by daily and con- 
tinued Obſervation, and becauſe the 
proper Objects of that part, which 
( as before concluded ) 15 not only 
the Vehicle, bur firſt Elaboratory of 
all Ideas ; T mean the outward Sen- 
les. And therefore, in Objetts of 
Senſe, we muſt receive and embrace 
a Thing as it preſents itſelf to the 
view of our Senſes, ſince we are 
aſſur'd, that GO D has appointed no 
other way of communicating matters 
of this nature to Mankind, And to 
receive an Object of Senſe contrary 
to the Teſtimony of all our Senſes, 
( tho? upon the pretended Authori- 
ty of Revelation) muſt overturn all 
the Meaſures and Principles of Fu- 
mane Knowledge, obliterate the No- 

B 3 tices 


+ — — * 


Certain Chriffian DoCtrines, 


tices and Diſtinctions of T7ath and 
Error, raze the prime Faculties and 
Motrements of Reaſcz, and reduce 
Man, the Glory of the Creation, 
and GOD's Image and Repreſenta- | 
tive, infinitely helow the level of * 
Brutes that periſh. For this reaſon | 
we may reject the Dotrine of Tran- 
ſabſtantiation, mnorwithſtandins the 
hizheft Pretences to Miracle or My- 
ſtery, ſince it implics a Contradiction 
af the Teſtimozy of all our Senſes in 
matters of Senſe. 

But, Secozaly, let us conſider Hy- 
mane Kpowledge as engag'd about 
the ObjeQs of the. Spiritual World, 
or Spiritual or Immaterial Beings ; 
for this muſt very much alter the 
Scene of Kowledges, and fix it upon 
new Meaſures and Principles. 

And, 1#, It's indiſputably evi- 
dent, that our Knowledge of Spi- 
rits is of a mix*d nature, ſince it 
takes its riſe partly from the Pow- 
ers of Natural Re jon and partly 
from Revelation, The Knowledge 
of God and our own Souls, may in 
ſome meaſure be traced from the 
Powers of Natural Reaſon. The 
I be Frame 
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''rame of our own Beings, as well 
that of the Univerſe, will inſtru& 
5, That rhere muſt be an Eternal, 
All-wiſe, and All-powertul Mover, 
agrecable to the Sacred Language z 
'The inviſible things of Him from 
the Creation of the World, are 
clearly ſcen, being underſtood by 
the things that are made, even His 
Eternal Power and Godhead, Rom. 
i. 20, but as for the Exiſtence of 
othgr Beings, we call Spirits, or 
their Orders and Societies, we muſt 
wholly receive it from Revelation, 
Again ; As for the Nature and 
Ideas of a Spirit, this muſt certainly 
reſt on the Inſtructions of Reaſox 
and Revelation ; and after the beſt 
that can be given, God knows, our 
Attainments are very lame and im- 
perfect ; the excellency of our own 
Faculties and Operations tell us, 
That we are acted by a Principle 
within, that muſt be highly diſtinct 
from Matter, or leaſt, that we ſee 
and handle much more from that 
Great G OD, whoſe Workmanſhip 
is this very Reaſoz that thus di- 
Qates. This very Argument ſuffi- 
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ciently inſtructs us, We o__ not 
to think that the Godhead 1s like 
unto Gold or Silver, or Stone gra- 
ven by Art and Man's Device, 
Aft's XVui. 29, 

But now, tho? from good Argu- 7 
ments we may conclude, "That a | 
Spirit 1s a Being ſomewhat diſtinct þ 
from Matter, yet our moit exalted | 
Iaea will be but a meer Negative, Or 
if Poſitive, a Reſemblance of a refined 
Aerial kizd of Matter ; fo that@ur 
Ideas of a Spirit is much more ab- 
ſtruſc, imperfe&, and conjeCtural 
than that of a Body, notwithſtan- 
ding the utmoſt afſiſtances of Re- 
velation. 

And here Pm oblig'd to make 
ſome Returns to what this Infall:- 
ble Reaſoner, with the Authority of 
a Great Man on his ſide (as he 
calls him), has deliver'd on the 
Subject; it amounts to this: We 
have as clear an Idea of Spirits as 
Bodies, ſince both are Se to be 


known by their Propercies, and the 
Properties of a Spzr2t are as clear as 
thoſe of a Body, See Sect. 3. Cap. 2. 
N. 16, 17, 19, But, with Submiſh- 

ON 


Properly call Myſteries. 
2n to the Infallible Chair, though 
lyme Propertics which belong to 
thoſe Beings we call Sprrits, are 
clearly known and agreed upon, 
yet they arc not ſo many, nor yet 
ſo diſtinguiſhing as thoſe of Bodtes ; 
for, beſides the Propertics of parti- 
cular Bodies, that diſtinguiſh cach 
other, there are Propertics certain- 
ly known, that belong tro a Boay 
as a Body, and diſtinguiſh it from 
Spirit, and every Being that can 
be imagined ; ſuch are extenſion of 
Parts, and a Faculty of poilefſhing 
a Place in proportion ro *em. "Theſe 
are for the moſt part Obje$ts of 
Senſe, and Sejf-evident ; but we can- 
not decipher or determine any pecu- 
liar Properties that beloag to a Spirit 
as 4 Spirit, and diſtinguiſh it from 
Body or Matter, and every thing elſe, 
We may indeed conceive Sprrits 
as Finite Beings, by the reiemblance 
ot Boates, and conſequently make 
'em exiſt in a place, and poſleſs 
ſometimes one place, and ſometimes 
another ; but we can form no Idea 
how they cxiſt 1n places, as we do 
of Bodies, As for Thinking, Reaſon- 
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ing, and Willing, theſes ſeem to be 
too remote, to be the diſtinguiſh- 
ing Properties of a Spiritual Sub- 
Farce as iuch, being Faculties that 
ſeem to flow aiter its Radical or 
Original Properties are given, I 
am ſurc they cannot be ſo in the 
Opinion of my Author's Great Man, 
ſince in one place he tells us, [ It's 
impoſhible without Revelation to 
diſcover (whether Omnipotency has 
not given to ſome Syſtems of mat- 
ter fitly diſpos'd) a Power to per- 
ceive or think. — And again, I ſee 
no ContradiCtion in it, That the 
firſt Eternal Thinking, Being, or 
Omnipotent Spirit, {hould, -1f he 
pleas'd, give to certain- Syſtems of 
created ſenſleſs Matter , put toge- 
ther as he thinks fit, ſome degrees 
of Senſe, Perception, and Thought. ] 
Lock*s Human Underſtanding, Lib, 4. 
Cap. 3. N.6. And therefore I think 
it appears, there's a vaſt Difference 
between the Knowledge of Spirits 
and Boazes ; infomuch that we may 
juſtly pronounce, That no poſitive 
Ideas can be formed of Spirits, as 
Spiritual Subſtances, but what _—_ 
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the reſemblances of Matter in "em ; 
other Ideas muſt be form*d by com- 
paring **m with Matter, and pro- 
nouncing what they are zot, rather 
than what they are. 

But, Thirdly, et us examin the 
Meaſures and - Extent of Humane 
Kyowledge, with reſpect to the Ob- 
ject, as 1t is Finite or Infinite, As 
for the Knowledge of Finite Ob- 
jets, an TEflimate may be taken 
from what has been deliver'd on 
the two preceeding Arguments, the 
Subject of which Fong chietly Fi- 
nite Objeds: The preſent Enqui- 
ry then is, after the Knowledge of 
Infinite Objects ; and here certain- 
ly the Nature of the Being that 
thinks and knows, will determine 
the Caſe, I mean, demonſtrate the 
Imperfettion of Humane Kpowleage ; 
for it's an Abſurdity in Terms, as 
well as in the Nature of the Thing, 
i0 imazine that a Finite Mind ſhould 
gain a perfect Comprehenſion of ax In- 


finite Being ; inſomuch, that it ſeems 


no Preſumption to affirm, That 
G OD, by vertue of His Omnipo- 
tence, after He hath inſtated us = 
| TAC 
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the Beatifick Viſion, and diſcover d 
things that Eye hath not ſeen, nor 
Ear neard, nor Hart concehr?d or, 
in a word, alter we have ſeen Him 
as He 15s, can 30t polleſs us with an 
2dcqua te Idca of His Immenſe and 
Infinite Being : So that with reſpect 
to the Godhead we muſt aftirm, 
That our Ideas are made up of 
Neg gatives, and conſequently with 
Cl-mens Alex. affirm, 'That we ra- 
ther know God by concealing what 
He # ot, than what He z : * Or, at 
leaſt, if we attempt any politive 
Conceptions, we are forced to ſha- 
dow *cm forth by ſome Finite 
Ideas which we have taken up, and 
are already implanted in us. "Thus 
the Divine Attribute of Wiſdom we 
are ford to reſemble by a Faculty 
of ' Diſcerainz and Comprehenading, 
infinitely ſurpaſſing the Sphere of 
Humane Rpowledee. Thus the Im- 
menſity of God, "by a vaſt ſpace, or 
an Idea that is without Bounds or 
Limits, or is not to be circumſcrib'd. 


Thus 


— 
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This Eternity, by an endleſs Suc- 
ceſtion of Time. Thus we fee, at- 
ter our nicelt Conceprions, and af- 
tcr the moſt accurate Characters 
and Deſcriptions from Revelation it 
ſelf, we arc forced to call in F:- 
ite Objeits, and meaſure the Blel- 
{cd /ttributes of our Creator by 
Fizite Ideas ; an Undertaking fo un- 
worthy of him, that it ſecms to be 
a piecc of petty Larceay, or rather 
a leſſer ſort of Idolatry, as *tis a 
{ind of Repreſentation of the Invi- 
{ible Gop, by things that are ſeen, 
by a kind of Gold, or Wozd, or 
Stozze, graved in the ſhallow Un- 
derſtandings of Impotent Men. 
Here our Weakneſs, our Blindneſs, 
plainly diſcovers it felt; for tho? 
Knowledge in F:zite Objecfs may 
appear bright and ſhining, here it 
mult juter an Eclipie, and Iye con- 
founded in depth of Myſtery ; and, 
in a word, humbly make St. Paul's 
Recognition : O ihe depth of the 
Riches of the Wiſdom, and Powcr, ad 
Immenjeacfs of God ! how unjearchas 


ble, &C. 


But, 
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But, Fourthly, let us deſcend to 
the laſt Stage of Humane K powledge, 
I mean that about matters of Re. 
velation. And, firſt, is cercain that 
pure Matters of Rewelation are 
things of which the Mind, by its 
own intrinfick Light, can form no 
Ideas ; and conſequently we cannot 
pretend to know any thing more 
of them, than Gop in a reveaPd 
way is pleas'd tocommunicate, It's 
true, He ſeems to be obliged to 
communicate Himſelf in ſuch a man- 
ner, that His Revelations, at leaſt, 
may bear a reſemblance to ſome of 
thoſe Ideas we have already con- 
ceiv'd, or by the Power of Natu- 
ral Reaſon can attain to. Thus 
docs He revcal a Saviour that is 
Gop-Man, he's oblig'd toaſcribeſuch 
Characters of Divinity tc him, as are 
agreeable to the reveal'd Characters 
of the Godhead, and thoſe Ideas we 
can form of it; and in like manner 
as to his Humanity ; for otherwiſe 
{ cannot conceive how any reveaPd 
Truth can be imprinted on the 
Mind, withour Special Inſpiration, 
But then, on the other hand, — 

(ro 
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Go publiſheth a reveaPd Truth in 
ſach Charatters as ſuffice to inform us 
what he intends by it, via a Savi- 
our that is GOD-Man, or the like, he 
is not oblig'd (neither is it any way 
requiſite ro the reception of a reveaÞad 
Truth) to demonſtrate the modus of 
the Union of the two Natares : Firlt, 
Becauſe the Subject of Revelation 
being Mattcrs not attainable by 
Reaſon, and Gop the Author of 
them, as long as we have an Idea 
of the thing, or an Idea of what 
Gop propoſes to be beltev'd, the 
modus of it 1s to be placed on the 
Infinite Power and Veracity of God. 
Secondly, Becauſe a leading Deſign 
of Revelation being to eſtabliſh a 
Confidence in God's Power and Ve. 
racity, in order to an abſolute Obe- 
dience and Worſhip, He did not in- 
tend to make us Philoſophers, but 
reveaPd what was uſeful and neceſ- 
ſary, and directs us to adore, when 
we cannot comprehend. 

From what has becn del:ver'd 
we may form two or three Infe- 
rences; 15#, With reſpect to this laſt 
Argument, Wiatever our Attain- 
ments 
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ments may be in. Matters of Senſe 
and Natural Reaſon, it appears, that 
pure Matrers of Revelation lye at 
a great diſtance from us; and con- 
ſequently Knowledge cannot pene-= 
trate much beyond the Surface, 
ſince they are not only things 1n 
their own nature profound and 1n- 
tricate, but all our Diſcoveries reſt 
on the good Will and Pleaſure of 
GOD, that communicates *?em. And 
therefore, if Revelation itſelt tells 
us, we know but in part, or 1m- 
perfealy, we may ſafely affirm it, 
and place all Diihtculties on the Im- . 
perfections of Humane Knowledge, 
or the Depths and Myſteriouſneſs 
of RevecaPd Truths. 2aly, It's a 
notorious Abſurdity to argue from 
Ideas of Objes of Senſe, or Ma- 
terial Objedts againſt Immaterial 
ones ; or Finite againſt Infinite, 
much more againſt ReveaPd ones. 
For it manifeſtly appears, that the 
Meaſures of Humane Knowledge 
are to be taken from each reſpe- 
ctive Object ; for, as every Obje& 
hath a diſtin Eſſence or Nature, 
lo it hath diſtin&t Properties and 

Modes 
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Modes peculiar to its Nature ; and 
the Ideas we conceive of the one, 
may not reach or meaſure the 0- 
ther. This is even fo clear, that 
even in Properties that are common 
to ſeveral Objets, ſuchgas Spirits 
and Bodies, when apply'd to their 
eſpeQtive Objects, carry no manner 
of Reſemblance to each other, 
Thus it's an inſeparable Proper- 
ty of a Spirit and Body to occupy 
a Place, and yet the manner of 
- Wl exiſting in a Place . is, no doubt, 
rt, WM vaſtly different ; infomuch, that 1 
- WF cannot find how any Ideas of the 
> Ubi: of Bodies can conclude an 
is WM thing again(t that of Spirits, muc 
a WJ leſs meaſur. or define it. And, by 
n i 2 Parity of Reaſon, we may ſay 
- © 25 much 0' tie Unity of a Body, 
11 WM and the Unity of an Infinite Spi- 
2, rit ; for the Unity of the Godhead 
5s, WM or the Divine Eſſence may be pre- 
e WM ferv'd, and yet communicate it ſelf 
e MW to Three Perſonal Subliſtences : and 
. © it muſt be abſurd to deny this, be- 
2 © cauic it will not comport with our 
>, I common Ideas of the Unity of a 
d i Body. 3dly, In Matters of Revela- 
'G C tion, 
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tion, 7t's 4s abſurd to Argue againit 
ReveaPd Truths, when the thing re- 
veald is deſcril/d in ſuch a manner, 
that we may know what # intended by 
it, becauſe we cannot comprehend the 
Modus of, #t ; ſince this would oblige 
us to reject ſeveral things, even in 
Objetts of Sence, that are hithertos 
Unqueſtionable, W hat I have hi- 
therto deliver?d, is by way of Prin- 
ciple; and I ſhall ſtand by it as 
ſuch, in defiance of the utmoſt At- 
tempts of our aſſuming Reaſoner , 
and having laid this Foundation, I 
promiſe my ſelf Succeſs, in unravel- 
ing his Arguments and Poſitions. 
And firſt, to take him 1n the order 
we find him, before he gives you a 
State of the Queſtion, he begins with 
the main Burden of his Song,and intro- 
duces you with ſome Sarcaſtical Re- 
flections, upon the Managements, 
and Maxims of Divizes, about Reli- 
-ur As if the generality of '-Chri- 
ians had no Notion of Religion, but 


Myſtery; and Divines unanimouſly 
owned their Ignorance about it, 
[Whil# they gravely tell us, we must 


adore what we cannot comprehena;]and 
yet 


Properly cald Myſteries. 
yer majeſteriouſly obtrude contras 
dictory Comments, as intalhible De- 
monſtrations of an uatathomable 
Myitery. ; 
Irs viſible this whole ma 
is ſpent upon the Clergy; for, who 
are to account for Mens Ignorance 
or abſurd Notions in Religuon; but 
thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it is to 1n- 
ſtrut and remove *em? Again ; 
Who,are to anſwer for Contradi- 
Ctions, but the Clergy, that reſolve 
all into unfathomable Myſtery, and 
| yet by their peremptory Comments 
" MW pretend to unravel all to a De- 
monſtration ? This 1s a Strain of 
impregnated Malice, that runs thro? 
the whole Book ; where the Cler- 
gy, by Inſinuation, Conſequence, or 
downright Aſlertions, are charg'd 
with Impoſture, as if they had 1n- 
duſtriouſly combin'd to reſolve all 
Religion into Myſtery, even to the 
carrying on of ContradiQtions: For 
in one place he makes it an Aſylum 
or Shelter to their Ignorance ; in 
another, an Artifice of Uſurpation, 
to oblige the Laity to admit no- 
thing as a Branch of ther Creed, 
C2 tif 
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till it hath been ratified from their 
Confeſſor's Chair. - In a word, he 


Deiſm ; he might have added, as 
Sabverters of all Religion too, ſince 
he makes *em labour in nothing 
but Abſurdities and Contradictions, 
And now you haye the Character 
or Temper of the Man, and ſee 
where his poyſor'd Arrows are di- 
rected. TI ſhall with Patience, or 
rather Contempr, paſs by all Stri- 
Cures of this kind, and content my 
ſelf with the Confidence of wiping 
off his Calumnies by confuting his 
Poſitions. To return then, 

As for the Comments of ſome 
Divines, neither the Church, nor 
Body of the Clergy are to account 
for the Indiſcretions which Heat or 
Paſſon has ſurpriz?d ſome of them 
into ; but, Pm perſwaded, the Com- 
ments of others will ftand the Teſt 
of Reaſox and Argument, to eſtabliſh 
thoſe Truths we call My sTERIEs, 
better than thoſe of his FaQtion or 
Perſwaſion, to ſhake or overturn 
*em. 

As for the Maxim that inſtruQs 
us 
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us to Adore what we cannot Compre- 
head, T think it's extreamly proper 
where we can prove a Myſtery ; for 
it God recommends an Article of 
Faith that exceeds the Comprehen- 
ſion of a Finite Mind, we may reſt 
ſatisfied with an imperfect Idea, 
(even tho? it be no more than what 
is needtul to point out to us what 
God intends by it) and then fſur- 
render our Judgments to His Inh- 
nite Veracity tor the reſt : A conſi- 
derable Inſtance of Obedience (even 
the Obedience of Faith) as well as 
Adoration, 

After this, he preſents us with 
the Opinions of ſome particular Per- 
ſons, or, at leaſt, the Fiftions of his 
own Brain, concerning the Autho- 
rity of Fathers, Councels, and Scri- 
pture, and the Rules of 1nterpret- 
ing tt : But Pm concern'd to aſſign 
what Deference is to be paid to Fa- 
thers or Councels, or what Rules to 
be obſerv*d in interpreting Scripture, 
till he thinks fit to charge our Con- 


ſtiturion with Error in theſe matters. 


This is foreign to the Argument 
we are now engag'd in. The next 


C; thing 
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thing he preſents us with, is, Twa 
Opinions of nameleſs Parties con- 
cerning the Uſe of Reaſox in Reli- 
gion, and the Sexce of Scriprare ; 
and, at laſt, makes all ſides (that 
differ from his Notions) joyn 1n this 
Poſition, ( for I can put no other 
gloſs on his words, when he affirms) 
That both from different Principles 
agree, [ That ſeveral Dodtrines of the 
New 1 -;\:3nent belong no further to 
the Enquiries of Reaſon, than to prove 
them Divizely reveaPd; and, that 
they are properly Myſteries ſtill, Ib, 
N.6.] That there are DoGtrines 
in the New ";'eſtament that may 
be properly calPd. My/eries ftill, I 
do not queſtion.; but I can evince 
in the Sequrci of this Tract. But I 
cannot £24 where the Church of 
Ez2:4;:4 has declar'd herſelf, That. 
Reaſon hath nothing to do with 
ſome ReveaPd Doctrines, but only 
to prove them divinely reveaPd ; 
for, certainly, Faith zt ſelf i5.4 ratio» 
nal Aſjext to a Divine Truth ; and 
Reaſoz will not only be concernd to en- 


quire and prove, whether God hath 


deliver'd it, but to form ſome Idea 
| (tho? 


. 
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(th.” an imperfect one) of the Nature 
of this Truth ; at leaſt, ſuch an Idea 
as will convince us what it is God pro- 
poſes to our Pelief. 

Elſe we aflent to we know not 
what. But after the utmoſt Re- 
{carches of Reaſon, our very Rea- 
ſon may inform us, that there may 
be a great deal 1n this Truth or 
Doctrine, with reſpect to the Na- 
ture or Modes of the thing, which 
She can by no means comprehend, 
and conſequently may till be juſtly 
accounted a Myſtery. 


And now we come to his own Po- 
fitions:; [ On the contrary we hold, — 
That nothing reveal'd, whether as to 
its manner or exiſtence, is more ex- 
empted from its Diſquiſitions, than the 
ordinary Phenomena of Nature ; and 
that there is nothing in the Goſpel con- 
trary to Reaſon, nor above it, and that 
uo Chriſtian Doctrine can be properly 
calledsa MySTERY. This fo pro- 
poſes as the State of the Queſtion, 
agreeable to the Title of his Book, 
and conſequently all that follows 1s 


only a contirmation or making good 
C4 | of 
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of this Poſition, IT muſt confeſs, I 
ſhould be ſo fair to him, as to wait 
his Arguments; but becauſe nothing 
ſhall ſtick upon the Reader, I ſhall 
make ſoincthing of a return to ſuch 
Decretory Afertions, in the order we 
find them: 

And, Firzt, this great Reaſoner 
ſeems to play the Sophiſter, and ex- 
preſs himſelf in a very ambiguous 
manner: He tells us, That no Re- 
veaPd Truth is exempted from the 
Diſquiſitions of Reaſon. And truly, 
if he intends no more, than that the 
{ublimeſt ReveaPd Truths may be 
examin'd by Reaſon, as far as ſhe is 
able to comprehend them, we ſhall 
entirely joyn with him ; for Reve- 
lation 1s thus far an Addreſs to the 
Reaſon of Mankind, and ſhe may 
lawfully endeavour to diſcover and 
conceive as much. of their. manner 
and exiſtence as poſſible ; Provided 
ſhe does wot rejett what ſhe cannot com- 
prehena, and that too upon this very 
Argument, Becauſe ſhe cannot compre- 
bend the whole Manner and Exiſtence 
of them. | LOTS 2 
 Thusfar Rea/oz may be — 
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an: vet ReveaPd Truths may be juſt- 
I {4id to be above Reaſon, and my- 
{terious, and conſequently his Poſiti- 
ons do by no means anſwer is De- 
ſign, which is to prove, That No- 
thing is myſterious, or above Rea- 
ſon. 

But if he intends, that Matters of 
Revelation, both with reſpect ro 
their Manner and Exiſtence, may be 
ſcann'd and comprehended by Rea- 
{on, as eaſily as the Phenomena of 
Nature ; this we utterly deny, and 
with very good reaſon too : 15, Be- 
cauſe there's no connexion in the 
Conſequence, the Phznomena of Na- 
ture are often ObjeQs of Sence, and 
of a finite nature : But there are re- 
veaPd matters that are in their very 
frame ſpiritual and infinite, and con- 
ſequently not to be comprehended 
by a finite Mind or Reaſon, much 
leſs with that eaſe and clearneſs that 
Objeits of Sence are conveyd to the 
Mind. Again, Matters of Sence are 
knowable and comprehenſible by 
the Powers of Natural Reaſon ; but 
there are Matters of Revelation that 
are not only incomprehenſible in 
j their 
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their own nature, but knowable no 
further than God 15 pleas'd to com-. 
municate or impart to us, This 15 
clear from what has been alread 
laid down and concluded, and there- 
{orc this can be no Conſequence ; the 
Pheromtna of Nature arecalily com- 
prehenſible, therefore all matters of 
Revelation arelo. This 1s ſo abſurd, 
that I do not queſtion but I ſhall 
make it appear in the Sequel of this 
Diſcourſe, © That: there are ſome 
« Matters of Revelation, which if 
« ſcannd by Ideas of Objects of 
& Sence, Carry the - appearance of 
* Contradictions ; and yet this can 
« be no Argument againſt the Truth 
« of *em, or that we are miſtaken in 
« the purport of the Holy Ghoſt, (as 
&« the Soczaians-would have it) when 
© what we contend for is repreſent- 
«ed in the cleareſt Characters and 
« Deſcriptions. And yet, this 15 the 
top of our Adverſary's Reaſonings. 
But, 24aly, as for ReveaPd Matters 
being myſterious, or above Reaſon, it's 
already concluded, That the radical 
Eſſence of ObjeQts of Sence,and much 
more the Modes of their Properties, 
or 
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or their Exiſtence, are above the 
Comprichenſion of Reaſon : If ſo, 
what hath been deliver*d upon Mat- 
ters of Revelation, will oblige us to 
conclude, againſt our Adverſary, 
&« That they cannot be fully compre- 
« hended in their Nature or Exi- 
& ſtence, much leſs in the Modzs of 
* it; and conſequently, that rhey 
<« are in the higheſt ſence myſterious, 
« and above Reaſon. 

But to proceed, in the next place 
he entertains you, purſuant to the 
Notions of his great Man, with a 
large account what Reaſon 1s, and 
what ſhe 15s not ; the Means of In- 
formation, and Ground-Perſwaſion : 
And I muſt freely own, that I can for 
the moſt part agree with him, and 
his great Man; at leaſt it is not re- 
quiſite to enter upon a nice Exami- 
nation of every Paragraph, becauſe 
I find he makes no particular Appli- 
cation of what he has ſo elaborately 
delivered in ſeveral Chapters, to 
prove lus main Deſign. He tells us, 


Perſwaſion ts Evidence, and Evidence 
he defines, an exatt Conformity of our 
Ideas 


Clap. 4.Set.1. {That the Gronnd of 
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Tdeas, or Thouzhts, with their Objeits, 
or Things we think upon. ] The De- 
{cription, I think, 15 well enough ; 
but all this concludes nothing to 
prove what he contends for, viz. 
'Chat nothing is above Reaſon; for | 
the imperfect Ideas of Infinite and 
Incomprehenſible Beings, muſt car- 
ry a Reſemblance, or Conformity to 
the Object, or the Charatters of an: 
Incomprehenſible Being ; and yet it 
docs not follow, but our Ideas are 
;mperfect, and that there 1s a great 
deal in the Object, of which we can- 
not form any clear Idea. Indeed, if 
this were not ſo, he might juſtly 
infer, That there's nothing above 
Reaſon in Revelation. In a word, 
ſince he hath ſo induſtriouſly ſtated 
the Nature of Reaſon and Humane 
Knowledge, he ſhould have proved, 
That there are no degrees of Evidence, 
or Kyowledge, with reſpect to the Na- 
rare of the Objett, or Means of Infor- 
mation: That we have as clear and 
compleat an Idea of Infinite Beings as 
Finite, of an Infinite Spirit as an Ob- 
Ject of Sence : That reveaPd Objetts 
eccurr by the ſame way as Objeits of 


Sence 
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Scace d; 1, or, That the Extent of re- 
ver” 4 F, yiowledze, does not depend on 
i /vod Will and Pleaſure of God, in 
4+ rantcatin? what he pleaſeth oz eve- 
3 (bjedt. This would have clear*d 
v- all Diſpute, and proved what he 
thinks he's able to evince, v2.” That 
the Evidence of all the Ideas of the 
Operations of the Mind, is as infalli- 
ble as our own Being, Cap. 4. 1V. 14. 
That what is reveaPd in Religion, 
may be as eaſily comprehended, and 
found as conſiſtent with our common 
Notions,as what we know of Wood 
or Stone, of Air, Water, or the like, 
Sect. 3. Cap.2.N.12.] Or,ina word, 
that there's notlung in Religion, or 
Revelation myſterious, or above 
Reaſon. The two latter of theſe 
Parodoxes will receive ſuch Replies 
as are proper in the Sequel of this 
Diſcourſe ; but I cannot paſs the firſt 
without a few Remarks: And, to 
put themoſt favourable Conſtruction 
on an Ambiguous Aſertion, I pre- 
ſume, he affirms, That the Evidexce 
of our Ideas which we form of the ſeve- 
ral Aits or Operations of the Mixa, 
(viz. Thinking, Contemplating, Know- 
12 
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Ideas, or Thouzhts, with their Objedts, 
or Things we think upon. ] The De- 
ſcription, T think, 15 well enough ; 
but all this concludes nothing to 
prove what he contends for, viz. 
'Chat nothing 1s above Reaſon ; for 
the imperfect Ideas of Infinite and 
Incomprehenſible Beings, mult car- 
ry a Reſemblance, or Conformity to 
the Object, or the Charatters of an: 
Incomprehenſible Being ; and yet it 
does not follow, but our Ideas are 
imperfect, and that there is a great 
deal in the Object, of which we can- 
not form any clear Idea. Indeed, if 
this were not ſo, he might juſtly 
infer, That there's nothing above 
Reaſon in Revelation. In a word, 
ſince he hath ſo induſtriouſly ſtated 
the Nature of Reaſon and Humane 
Knowledge, he ſhould have proved, 
That there are no degrees of Evidence, 
or Kyowledge, with reſpett to the Na- 
tare of the Objett, or Means of Infor- 
mation: That we have as clear and 
compleat an Idea of Infinite Beinos as 
Finite, of an Infinite Spirit as an Ob- 
Ject of Sence : That reveaPd Objeits 
eccurr by the ſame way as Objetts of 


Sence 
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Sence ©: ;, or, That the Extent of re- 
vea'"s þ,. yowledze, does not depend on 
the ood Will and Pleaſure of God, in 
ro11antcating what he pleaſeth on eve- 
3 Objedt, This would have clear'd 
vi- all Diſpute, and proved what he 
thinks he's able to evince, v/z.* That 
the Evidence of all the Ideas of the 
Operations of the Mind, is as infalli- 
ble as our own Being, Cap. 4. 1V. 14. 
That what is reveaPd in Religion, 
may be as eaſily comprehended, and 
found as conſiſtent with our common 
Notions,as what we know of Wood 
or Stone, of Air, Water, or the like, 
Sect. 3. Cap.2.N.12.] Or,ina word, 
that there's nothing in Religion, or 
Revelation myſterious, or above 
Reaſon. The two latter of theſe 
Parodoxes will receive ſuch Replies 
as are proper in the Sequel of this 
Diſcourſe ; but I cannot paſs the firſt 
without a few Remarks: And, to 
put themoſt favourable Conſtruction 
on an Ambiguous Aſertion, I pre- 
ſume, he affirms, That the Evideace 
of our Ideas which we form of the ſeve- 
ral Acts or Operations of the Mixa, 
(viz. Thinking, Contemplating, Kpow- 

#2 
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ing or Comprehending) are as infallib!s 


' as that of onr Beings. This 1s a 


Maxim advanc'd to prove, That we 
are to have the ſame Evidence 1n all 
ſpeculative Ideas, and conſequently 
inall Ideas of pure Matters of Reve- 
lation ; for this is his Application of 
it : [Let 1 now but ſtrittly require this 
Evidence in all the Agreements and 


Diſagreements of our Idzas in Things . 


meerly ſpeculative, &c, Ib.] To ſhew 
the Weakneſs or Inconcluſiveneſs of 
his Arguments, and the Falſeneſs of 
his Poſitions, I ſhall inſtance 1in the 
general Att or Operation of the Mind, 
that of Thinking, And, 

Firſt, If he intends no more than 
that we have an Evidence (that we 
think,whea weattually think, or that 
we have a Faculty to thizk) as infal- 
lible as that of our Beizg, I will eaft- 
ly joyn with him : But, can this be 
an Argument, that all our Ideas of _ 
Acelacive Objects, particularly of 
all Matters of Revelation, (that are 
forn'd by Thizkinz) reſt upon an 
Evidence as clear as that of our Be- 


aug? Again, If he contends for an 


Idea of the Nature of Thinking, that 
Car- 
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carries an Evidence 1n it, as clear and 
infallible as that of our Bezag ; I lay, 
we cannot torm an Idea of the Na- 
ture of 1 houoht, but by retreating to 
{ome particular Inſtance or Object of 
Thought and reflecting how the Mind 
exerciſes itſelf upon it ; and betore 
we can form a pertect Idea of the 
Nature of Thought, we mult compre- 
hend or diſcern the 972azer of the 
performance, and this will carry us 
into a great many Difficulties and 


ConjeEtures, We may indeed con- - 


clude, that Thoxzht requires the ap- 
plication of the Object to the Mind, 
or rather the application of the Mind 
to the Ohjet, which may jultly- be 
called Attention, Thus far the Idea 
of Thinking is clear and evident : But 
then, if we enquire into the 224zrer 
how this or that Object is commu- 
nicated or apply*d to the Mind, this 
leems to be inconceivable, even in 
Objects of Sence ; for, whocan pre- 
| tend to deſcribe how Material Ob- 
jects are imprinted on an Immaterial 
Soul ? Therefore we may conclude, 
that the Ideas we can torm of the 


Natare of Thinking, and contequently 
of 


=> | 
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of the Operations of the Mind, do 
not carry an Evidence in *em as 1n- 
fallible as that of our Being. 

But further ; Admit we, that we 
could deſcribe the preciſe Mods of 
the Nature of Thinking, and conle- 
quently had an Idea that carries as 
much Evidence in it as that of our 
Exiſtence, it's abſurd to conclude, 
that the Mind can form Ideas of the 
higheſt Speculations equally evident 
and infallible. The Conſequence, in 
plain terms, is no other than this, 
Becauſe the Evidence of the Ideas of 
one particular Object is infallible, 
therefore the Evidence of the Ideas 
of every Object is ſo. And certain- 
Iy this is a Poſition that muſt pro- 
nounce all our Ideas equally clear 
and perfect, and the Means of In- 
formation infallible, and conſequent- 
ly there can be no Objetts fallly re- 
preſented to the Mind, nor no Ideas 
falſe or imperfect. This is Myſtery 
with a witneſs, or rather Poſitions 
that in his own Language are, [The 


Primary and Uniterical Orioin of all 


hi Errors, Ib.] But, I think, he ſuf- 
ficiently confutes himſelf in the fol- 
| lowing 
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lowing Paragraphs, when he pro- 
nounces ſome things dubious and ob- 
ſcure, and allows falſe Ideas may be 
contracted by Precipitancy or Inat- 
tention, by Aﬀe&tion and Prepoſle(- 
ſion, I. 18. 


And now for the Second, where $S:#. 1I. 


he introduces us with a Deſcription 
of what is contrary to Reaſon, [viz. 
What t evidently repugnant to clear 
and diſtinit Ideas, or to our common 
Notions, is contrary to Reaſon, ] Now 
truly this T think 1s a very lame, im- 
perfect, or at leaſt fallacious Deſcrip- 
tion,unleſs it be ballanced with ſome 
Limitations and Reſtrictions. 

As firſt, It can only hold in Ob- 
jects of the ſame Species, or Nature ; 
Thus we can only argue from Objetts of 
Sence, againit Objeits of Sence, from 
Finite againit finite, and from Mat- 
ters of Revelation again#t pretended 
Matters of Revelation: For its the 
greateit Abſurdity in Nature, t0'con- 
clude any thing azuinit any revealed 
Truth, or Doctrine, whoſe Objett u 
parely Spiritual, and abſolutely [nfi« 
nite ; becauſe it doch not accord with 
D our 
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our Ideas in Objetts of Sence; Pm ſure 
the Holy Gho# inſtrutts ws better, in 
obliging us to compare Spiritual Things 
with Spiritual, A ſuthcient Inhibte 
tion truly againſt diſcarding reveaPd 
Truths by any other Ideas, then 
what are formed from antecedent 
Notices oi Revelation. 

Thus tor our Saviour's Divinity, 
| before we yield an Aſlent to it, it's 
requiſite the Characters and Proper- 
ties of the Godhead, which are in 
the Books of Revelation aſcrib'd to 
the Father, with reſpect to the God- 
head, ſhow'd be aſcrib'd to the Son, 
But then when this 1s done, it's ab- 
ſurd to reje& this great Truth, as 
contrary to Reaſon, upon the force 
of an unreaſonable Conſequence, 
formed by comparing the incompre- 


henſible Godhead with Objects of 


SEnce. 
Thus the Son cannot be God, be- 


cauſe it muſt deſtroy the Unity of the 
Godhead ; for the Unity of the God- 
head muſt be deſtroy*d : Why ? Be- 
cauſe ſuch Unity and Plurality can 
never be admitred in Objects of 


Sence, and conſequently nor __ 
' ſub- 


- - Sith nd. vc anal 
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ſublimeſt Matters of Revelation, 
But what is thns but to proſt:-ute the 
Glory and Majeſty of the 1nvilible 
and Incomprehenſible Godhead, by 
the vileſt Repreſentations ? What 1s 
it but a making him like Gold, Wood 
or Stone, or Things graven dy Man's 
Art. Certain I am, ſuch Maxims 
as theſe are the higheſt ContradiQi- 
ons to Reaſon; for if they might 
take place, it muſt ſhake the Foun- 
dation of all Revelation, even thoſe 
lively Characters v/hich the Word 
of God hath given of the Godhead: 
If they mutt be ſcanwd, or meaſured 
by common Notions, or Ideas that re- 
ſult from Objeit's of Sence. 

Secondly, Before we pronounce au 


thing contrary to Reaſon, we muit be 


ſure that we have a clear and perfect 
Comprehenſion of the Thing ; fr the? 
our Ideas that are ſeemingly repug- 
nant to it, be never {o clear, how 
ſhall we judge of the Repugnancy, 
as long as we cannot pretend to a 
perfect Idea on both ſides ? This Pm 
ſure is a very reaſonable InjuaQion, 
between Objects of Sence, and Mats 
ters of Revelation ; ſo that if God 

D 2 hath 
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hath delivered any revealed Truth, 
and by comparing it with the Ideas 
and Characters of other reveaPd- 
Truths, we muſt conclude, he in- 
tended ſuch a particular thing, and 
at the ſame trme diſcern the Incom- 
prehenſfibleneſs of it ; inſomuch rhat 
we cannot form an adequate Idea ; 
it's abſurd to reject it, becauſe this 
imperfect. Idea will not comport 
with certain clear Ideas in Objects of 
Sence. * Fere if any Difficulties, Ab- 
© ſurdities,or Contradiftions ariſe, Rea- 
© ſonwill direct us to place *em upon the 
* Weakneſs of our Unaderſtandings, or 
* our imperfect way of comprehending 
& ſuch unfathomable Objects ; and with 
« Sr. Paul, engage us to cry out, Who is 


© ſufficient for theſe things ? And now 


if my Adverſary will add theſe Li- 
mitations to his Definition (as Pm 
perſwaded hell be forced to do) I 
do not queſtion, but I can wipe off 
all the Abfurdities produced 1n the 
following Chapter, at leaſt by ſhew- ' 
ing their Impertinence to the Caſe 
before us. And on this account, I 
paſs by *em,as well as becauſe there's 
nothing in *em,that aftects any _ 

at- 
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already delivered, but either con- 
firms, or may be fairly ſolved by it. 
I therefore proceed to his Argument, 
Seit, 2, Cap. 1. N. 4. 

The firſt thing I ſhall inſiſt upon 
15, [1 hat if any Dottrine of the New 
Teſtament be contrary ro Reaſon, we 
have no manner of Idea of it: To 
ſay for inſtane, that a Ball is White 
and Black at once. ] Here he ſuffici- 
cently diſcovers himſelf; he tells us 
before, That whatever 15 repugnant 
to common Notions, 15 contrary to 
Reaſon ; and what his common No- 
tions are, the Inſtance before us, ſut- 
ficiently informs ; that 1s, in plain 
Exoliſh, whatever does not comport 
with the moſt trite Ideas of Objects 
of Sence is contrary to Reaſon; and 
therefore the molt ſublime revealed 
Truths (whoſe Objects are Spirits, 
and Infinite Spirits, and conſequent- 
ly the Ideas we can pretend to, muſt 
be highly imperfect) becauſe we 
cannot acljuſt them with the moft 
common Ideas of Sence, are contra- 
ry to Reaſon. But the Abſurdity of 
this Aﬀertion, I hope, I have ſuffici- 
ently exploded. 
| D 3 Burt, 
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But, to deliver my own Sentiments 
of matters of this nature once for all, 
I do believe there's an eternal and 
univerſal Harmony in Reaſon, as 
well as things both created and un- 
created. The Reaſon of Mankind 
is certainly an immediate Tranſcript 
of Infinite Reaſon, and all the Coun- 
cels, Decrees, and Declarations of 
Heaven are the DiQates of Infinite 
Reaſon, and the,Reaſon of Mankind 
muſt be eſtabliſh?d upon the unalte- 
rable Rules or Meaſures of Infinite 
Reaſon ; and therefore there can be 
no Ideas of Infinite Truths or Ob- 
jets ( provided they are compleat 
and perfect, ſuch as God can con- 
ccive of Himſelf ) whichreally con- 
tradit the Rules and Meaſures of 
Humane Reaſon, if ſhe were enabPd 
to comprehend *%em as clearly as her 
___—___ CE: = 

But yet, I think, T have made it 
appear, that after all the Reſearches 
of Reaſon, there are reveaPd Objeas 
of which we can form but very im- 
perfect Ideas, both with reſpe@ to 
their Nature, Exiſtence, and Moda, 
and yet we may form ſuch an Idea as 
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inſtrutts us what Gov intends we 
ſhould believe. 

From hence we may conclude, 
&« That as their nature is peculiarly di- 
« {tinguiſht from all other Beings,ſois 
« the ods of their Exiſtence ; So 
that it's highly abſurd to deny our 
Aﬀent to the Truth of it, becauſe 
we can form no Idea that will com- 
port with thoſe we have ford on 
Objetts of Sence, and conſequently ad- 
judge it to be contrary to Reaſon. 
« This is a Contradiction to the 
« Eternal Laws of right Reaſon, 
& which, in Caſes of this nature, di- 
« rectus to fix the Abſurdity or Con- 
* trariety on the ImperteCtions of 
« our Underſtanding, or the Falle- 
« neſs of the Rule, in judging Mat- 
« ters of Revelation by Objed's of 
6 Yence, 

In a word, from what hath been 
ſaid, we may, in expreſs terms, af- 
firm, That we can form imperfe& 
Ideas of Matters of Revelation, 10 
far as to know what Gop propoſes 
to our Belief; And yet, when we 
proceed to examine the Modes of 
their Exiſtence, we cannot reconcile 
D 4 it 
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it with the Ideas of OfjeFs of Sence ; 
and, for all this, we muſt not pro- 
nounce any thing of this nature con- 
trary to Reaſoz ; or eſteem thoſe im- 
perfect Ideas, no Ideas at all. 

Give me leave to illuſtrate this 
matter in an Inſtance which the So- 
-- cinian Chuſes toadvance his own Hy- 
potheſis, by exploding it ; I mean, 
the Divinity of our Saviour : We 
affirm him to-be poſleſs'd with the 
Fulneſs of the. Godhead, becauſe his 
Divinity is deſcrib'd in Characters 
that are peculiar to the Godhead, and 
ſuch as correſpond with thoſe Ideas 
of the Godhead as are form'd by the 
Aſſiſtance of Revelation, He rejects 
his Divinity, becauſe. he proceeds 
further, and examins the Modzs of 
its Exiſtence, with reſpect to the U- 
nity of the Godhead, and its Union 
with Humane Nature ; and there- 
upon forms a Modus by ſome com- 
mon Ideas or Notions, and then 
compares it with other Ideas of the 
ſame rank and quality, and rejeas 
thoſe Ideas which Scripture has gi- 
ven us of his Divinity, by pronoun- 
cing ſuch a Revelation abſurd and 
COlls 
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contrary to Reaſon, becauſe the 
Modus of its Exiſtence with the Uni- 
ty of the Godhead and Humanity, 
(a thing form'd and hammer'd out 
of his own ſhallow Underſtanding,) 
does not comport with common TI- 
deas of Objects of Sence, Here, I 
think, is a Complication of Abſur- 
dities, or things that run counter to 
the eternal Meaſures of right Rea- 
ſon ; the Godhead of our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour 1s rejected and —_ as CON» 
trary to Reaſon, not becauſe we 
want Revelation for it, ſince we may 
read it in the cleareſt CharaQers ; 
but we muſt expound thele away, 
15, Becauſe we cannot comprehend 
the Madzs of its Exiſtence (a thing 
that often exceeds our Comprehen- 
ſion) even in Philoſophical Diſquiſi- 
tions, 24dly, Becauſe we cannot form 
a Modus that comports with com- 
mon Jdeas or Notions in Objeits of 


Sence, © But, if Conſequences of this 


« nature are ſuffer*d to take place, 
« 2gainſt ſuch legible Characters of 
« Divinity, it muſt overturn thoſe 
& Tdeas of a Gov, which Revelation 
# and Natural Reaſon hath furniſh'd 

| * us 


41 


42 Certain C hriſtian Doctrines, 


«© us with, ſince the Charatters of 
* both are equally clear and un- 
« deniable. 

I have dwelt too long on this Ar- 
gument, but not without Deſign, be- 
cauſe I would not be oblig*d to make 
a formal Return to every little Paſ- 
ſage that runs againſt us, or diſpels 
every Speck of a. Cloud that*s rais'd 
upon Sophiſtry or Falſe Arguing : 
T am ſure I have ofterdd enough to 
take off the Force of what he hath 
ſuggeſted inthe following Paragraph, 
N. 5. for, he's a compleat Conjurer, 
raiſes his own Devil, and then lays it, 
frames an ObjeQtion, and gives his 
own Anſwer to it; it's this ; [ If ar 
will think to evade the Difficulty, b, 
ſaying, That the Ideas of certain Do-» 
&rines may be contrary indeed to com- 
mon Notions, yet conſiſtent with *em- 
ſelves, —— he's but jo wir he was.]} 
Now, I have already deliver'd the 


Meaſures of forming reveaPd Ideas, 
not by comparing *em with Objet#s 
of Sence, but Spiritual Things with 
Spiritaal : T will admit, indeed, it 
may be done by common Notions ; 
if hel! reſtrain his common Noti- 

ons, 
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ons, as he docs in the cloſe of his Pa» 
ragraph, or, at leaſt, with ſome Im- 
provement added to*em ; for TI can 
treeiy ſubſcribe; [ That we cannot 
otherwiſe diſcern His Revelations, but 
by their conformity with our Natural 
Notites of Him,] GOD he means ; 
or, at leaſt, thoſe Improvements we 
receive of Him from Revelation, 
And in this ſence our Saviour's Divi- 
nity 1s not contrary to common No- 
tions; for we can form an Idea of it 
agreeable to thoſe CharaQters which 
Revelation and Natural Reaſon gives 
us of the Godhead ; but, then the 
Difficulty lies in comprehending the 
Union and Exiſtence of the two Na- 
tures together, which we call the 
Mods of the thing ; and this, we 
ſay, 1s not to be meaſur'd by com- 
mon Notices, for, to a Finite Mind, 
it's Incomprehenſible : < But then it 
«is not a Dodtrine of Chriſtianity, 
« that we ſhould comprehend it; 
© much leſs is it a Doftrine of Reaſon 
« or Chriſtianity that we ſhould ex- 
* clude or caſhier the cleareſt Cha- 
« racters of our Saviour's Divinity or 
* Incarnation from being a _— 
| "_ 


43 


44 Certain Chriſtian Docirines, 


* of Chriſtianity, becauſe we cannot 
© comprehend the manner of the U- 
* nion of the two Natures, nor torm 
«any clear Idea of it, at leaſt, ſucn 
* as will comport with common No- 
© tions. It's true, we may reſemvic 
it, as it isdone in one of our Crceds. 
As the reaſonable Soul and Fle{h 1s 
Oze May, lo Gop and Man 1s Oe 
CnrisT ; but we do not advance a 
Similitude into a_compleat Idea, or 
an Article of Faith. 

But, to offer a word or two more, 
if this method of Arguing may be 
admitted, I cannot conceive but it 
mult explode the Belief of the Soul, 
or any Principle diſtinct from Mat- 
ter, becauſe we cannot fix the Mod »s 
of its Union, or conceive an Idea.of 
the manner of its inceſſant Inter- 
courſes with the Body. 

To conclude this Argument, from 
what is ſaid, I think here's enough 
to defeat our Adverſary's Triump 
even over his own Objection ; for, 
we may ſafely affirm, That as the 
+ — _ the Godhead is diſtin- 
guild by Properties peculiar to it 
ſelf, ſo we may juſtly acids that 

if 
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it has a-manner of Exiftence with 
Humanity ſo peculiar to itſelf, that 
we muſt not pretend to comprehend 
it, by comparing it with Objects of 
Sence ; and yet we can freely own, 
that there's neither Neceſſiry nor 
Poſſibility of its being comprehend- 
ed by us, or of determining what is 
the preciſe Mods of it. 

And thus much of his Notion of 
Self-conſiſtence. And-as for his Sar- 
caſtical prophane way of Arguing, 
when he tells us, That Four may be cal- 
led Five in Heaven, he might know, 
© That Nambers are only empty Deno- 
© minations, and xo Arguments to be 
* form*d from*em, bur as apply*d to 
* Things; and then, if we conſider 
© Heavenly ObjceQts with reſpect to 
© the manner of their Exiſtence, a 
* Vzity and a Trinity may be con- 
« ſiſtent, for any thing he knows to 
© the contrary. And this is ſufficient 
to prevent any modeſt Man from 
pronouncing Contradictions upon 
juch untathomable Truths, by mea- 
{uring their Modus by Common No- 
tions, things that exceed our Com- 


prehenfion as much as they are be- 
ſides 
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ſides the Buſineſs of our Curioſity or } 
Faith, Here we may diſcern the # 
Origin of his ill Reafonings to be want | 
of aiſtinguiſhins Things, 1 mean the | 
Being of a Thing, and the Manzer of | 
its Exiſtence, with reſpect to itſelf, or 
as *tis united to ſomething elſe. 

From hence I paſs to V. 9 for no« 
thing intervenes that directly con- 
cerns the preſent Controverlie, or, at 
leaſt, has not had a Reply to it. And 
here I cannot joyn with him, when 
he affirms, That «4 ſeeming Contradi- 
ct ton, (even in Matters of Revelation) 
& to us as much as a real one; for, 1 
think, the Difference is palpable in all 
caſes, but eſpecially in ContradiCtt- 
ons upon the Nature of Thinzs ; for 
© We call that a ſeeming Contraditti- 
* oz, when there's a Repugnancy diſ- | 
© covers itſelf, but we have not a clear | 
© and perfect Convittion of it : And, 
I ſuppoſe, this muſt ariſe for want 
of a clear and perfect Idea of cach 
Term, or rather Object, of the Con- 
tradiction; and, till this 1s gain'd, 
Reaſon muſt ſuſpend, and neither 
determine that ſhe is in the right or 


wrong, till freſh Evidence offers to 
turn 


Properly call'd Myſteri es. 


turn the Scale. But now, a real Con- 
tradiition, or rather a clear Contrads- 
Zion, (for it ſhould paſs under this 
Name with reſpeCt to our knowledg 
of it) is, © When we have a clear 
« 2nd unqueſtionable Idea of both 
« parts of it, or both Objects, and 
& thence conceive an irreconcilable 
« Repugnancy. But now, in mat= 
ters of pyre Revelation, whoſe Ne- 
ture 1s ſpiritual and infinite, T can- 
not ſee how Reaſon can direCt us to 
pronounce or determine real or clear 
Contradiftions between them and 
Common Notions, becauſe we can- 
not pretend to an adequate or clear 
Iaea ;, 1 mean, that which is compa- 
ratively ſo, with reſpeC& to thoſe of 
Objeits of Sence, and conſequently 
cannot decree what real Repugnarcy 
lies between them : And therefore, 
if ſeeming ContradiQions or Difficul- 
ties ariſe, by comparing reveaPdTraths 
with common Ideas or Notions, Rea- 
ſon cannot (as this Author would 
have it) pronounce a real Con;radi- 
ion, and ſuſpeCt there can be no re- 
veaPd Truth, eſpecially when there 
are the cleareſt CharaQters of the 
thing 
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thing correſponding with Ideas of the 
ſame nature. © Here Reaſon mult 
* oblige us to place the Contradicti- 
« ons on our Inabilittes in compre- 
* hending Matters of this nature,and 
« yield an Afſent upon the Authority 
« of Infinite Power and Veracity : 
For when Revelation has ſet forth 
the thing in the cleareſt Characters, 
and the very ſame in which the fun- 
damental Article of all Revelation is 
repreſented to us, I mean that of the 
Godhead, if ſeeming Contradictions 
muſt be {uffer*d to diſcard it, it's 1m- 
poſſible we can yield any Aſent to 
the Being of a GOD ; for, where the 
CharaQers are as clear for one as the 
other, and both reſt on the ſame Au- 
thority, that of Revelations to diſpate 
the one, muſt call iz queſtion the 
other. 


Proceed we, in the next place, to 
conſider what is deliver'd on the Au- 
thority of Revelation, he means that 
which 1s Divine, Cap. 2. N. 11, And 
here I cannot be reconcil'd to the 
Diſtinction he gives us : [Revelation 


is not a neceſſitating Motive of Aſſent, 
but 
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but a Mean of Information. ] Now, 
truly I can ſee no Abſurdity in ſay- 
ing, That the ſame thing may be a 
Mean of Information, and a Motive 
of an Aſſent too, tor an Information 
carries an Aſſent along with-it pro- 
portionable to the Credit or Autho= 
rity of the Informer. Now Revela- 
tion is certainly a Mean of Informa- 
tion, ſince it preſents us with new 
Objects, which Nataral Reaſon could 
never diſcover :. But, beſides this, it 
is an Information that proceeds from 
Infinite Veracity, attended with Infi- 
nite Power, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs : 
Herein it's diſtinguiſh'd from Hu- 
man Revelation ; Azd therefore,whex 
once we are aſſur'd (ſo as toyield a firm 
Aſſent ) that ſuch a particular Article is | 
reveald, it becomes the moſt neceſſit a- 
ting Motive of Aſſent , I meen, to the 
Truth of it ; becaule, this being gran- 
ted, here's Infinite Veracity, Wiſdom, 
Power and Goodneſs againſt our Im- 
perfeft Conceptions, and the ſeeming 
Difficulties founded in *em. When 
once we aſlent or yield it to be Di 
vine Revelation, i think, we may 
ſafely affirm, againſt this Reaſozer, 
E (We 
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[We may velieve parely upon his Word, 
wirhout Evidence, (at leaſt ſuch as he 
requires) in the things *emſelves]. Here 
the Authority of him that ſpeaks, xot my 
Conctption of the thing, or what he ſays, 
7 ihe Ground of my Perſwafion]. 

ut, t6 proceed, as for what this 
Reaſoner ſays of Gov's Omnipotence 
and Contradictions, IV. 13. no one 1s 
Þ filly to imagine, that real Contra- 
dictions are an Obje&t of Omnipo- 
tence ; but there may be Contradi- 
Qtions which we apprehend as real, 
that in trurh are but ſeeming ones, - 
and particularly when we cannot ful- 
ONO the nature of both the 
Terms or ObjeQts; and it's already 
concluded, that in matters of Reve- 
lation Rea/o will often dire& vs to 
fuſpe& our Judgments, and eſteem 
**mn'as ſuch : And then, I hope, there's 
©no Abfurdity in Pronouncing, ſeem- 
« ifig Contracictions and Impoſſbi. 
© lities, a proper Subject of God's 
© Omnipotence : Thus far our Savi- 
*our will bear us out, for all rhings 


& are poſſible with Goa, Matt. xix. 26. 


But, to purſue him a little further, 
he tells us, NV. 16. ſpeaking of Gop's 
[5 Re- 
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Revelations, [ His Words muff be i- 
zelligible, and the Matter poſſible. And 
as for unintelligible Relations, we can 
no more believe them from the Revela- 
tion of G O D, than from rhat of Man, 

or the conceivd Ideas of Things are 


the only Subjects of believing, and there- 


=», 


fore all Matters reveaPd by G O D or 
' Man, muſt be equally intellin ible and 


poſſible : We are then to expect the [ame 
degree of Perſpicaity ( hs means, with 
reſpect to the knowledge of the Oh- 
jet) fromGOD w@ from Man, tho 
more of Certitude from the firſt than 
the laft : he means with reſne&Q to 

the Veracity of the Publiſher. ] 
Anſw. W hart has already beende- 
liver'd upon Matters of Revelation, 
I hope, will fatisfie any reaſonable 
Man, how far a reveaPd Truth is re- 
; ap to be intelligible. It's conclu- 
ded, GOD has diſcover'd ſo much of 
the Nature of reveaPd Trurhs as is 
uſeful or neceſſary ; and conſequent- 
ly, He has,at leaft,diſcover*d fo much 
asis ſufficient to inform us,upon Prin- 
ciples of Revelation, what He propo- 
les to our Belict, but He did not 1n- 
tend to make us Phitoſophers, fo as 
E. 2 to 
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to enable us to comprehend the Mz- 
aus of reveal'd Truths, or form an 
Tdea of the Manner of Exiſtence, in 


order to believe the Truth of %em. 


This we cannot pretend even in Phy- 
ſical Diſquiſitions; nay, I think, it's 
juſtly concluded, that in Matters of 
Revelation, which are for the moſt 
part Spiritual and Infinite, we are not 
to diſpute the Poſſibility of their Exi- 
ſtence, by meaſuring *em by Objects 
of Sence ; for, 1n reality, this 1s the 
{ame with comprehending the Mods 
of their Exiſtence, © ſince we cannot 
« abſolutely declare againſt the Poſh- 
< bility of their Exiſtence, without a 
« Faculty of comprehending and de- 
&« termining the Modas of it, and paſ- 
« {ing an Eſtimate upon it as abſurd. 
6 __ impoſſible : And rherefore we 
« ſay, That Matters of Revelation are 
<« to be underſtood ſo far as to con- 
« ceive what GOD propoſes to our 
&« Belief, but not to comprehend the 
&« Modz of their Exiſtence ; ſuch Ideas 
« are not the neceſſary Subjects of 
wn 

Again, In Humane Revelation the 
Object is Matters of Fact, and things 
we 
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we attain to by the Teſtimony of our 
Senſes, and conſequently are things 
that lye within the proper Verge of 
Humane Underſtanding, 
gain, They are Diſcoveries made 
by Perſons upon the ſame level with 
ourſelves, and, conſequently, ſuch as 
are not only liable tro be miſtaken, 
but may ſometimes induſtrioully lead 
others into Miſtakes. And both theſe 
are Arguments that will ENgage us to 
demand an abſolute Comprehenſion 
of the Nature of the Thing, and all 
its Circumſtances ; ſo that before we 
can come to a final Determination,or 
yield an Aﬀent to the 'Truth of any 
ſuch Relation, © We mult compre- 
«* hend the Nature of it ſo exactly, 
* as to be able to judge, not only of 
* the Poſſibility, but Probability of 
* it. And,I hope, no one can have the 
Face to demand all thisEvidence from 
GOD. Therefore we may conclude, 
againſt our Majeſterial Reaſoner, 
11 hat the ſame degree of Perſpicuity 
is not requir?d from GOD, as from 
Man. Ina word, if we cannot form 
a perfect Idea of reveaPd Truths, 
much leſs of the Modws of their Exi» 
E 3 ſtence, 
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ſtence, we cannot judge of the Poſſ- 
bility of *7em: If indeed we. were 
able to form au Idea of the Modus of 
their Exiſtence, that will comport 
with common Notions, tho” this be 
not the true Modus, we may ſafely 
pronounce them poſſible ; & bur we 
« cannot pretend to reject the Poſli- 
« bility of *em, unleſs we could judge 
« of the real Modzs, and thew, that 
&« it's abſurd and impoſhble : There- 
fore we may conclude, that all Mat- 
ters reveaPd by GOD or Man, are. 
not requi'd to be equally intelligtble 


and poſhible, 
But, to proceed, as for thoſe In- 


ſtances of Scripture, that follow in 
this or the next Chapter, ro prove 
Chriſtianity a rational intell:gible 
Religion; they only prove, "That 
Reaſon is a concurring Inſtrument in 
embracing all religious Truths, not 
by teaching: us to comprehend the 
Nature of *em, but to engage our 
Aſent, where we cannot fully com- 
prehend upon rational Motives and 
Convictions: © And we think we 
* act upon rational Motives and 
* Convictions in Matters of Revela- 

© tion, 


Properly calPd Myſteries. 
« tion, when we know as much of 
« the thing 25 ſatisfies us, what. it is 
« G OD propoſes to our belief, and 


« yet find ſome things contain'd in ' 


<« *7em incomprehenſible in their own 
& nature, and rely upon God's Vera- 
« city, Power, Wildom, and Goqd- 
« ne{s, rather than reje& the whole, 
&* becauſe we know but in part. Nay 
further, in the caſe of Miracks, we 
grant, that Reaſon may judge of the 
reality of *em, becauſe they are Ob- 
jets of Sence, and are to be examin'd 
by the Teſtimony of rhe Senſes , by 
Ideas of Objeas of Sence, and the 
Exercitations of Realon upon *em, 
and becauſe Miracles are the uncon- 
troulable Demonſtrations of the Spt- 
rit, or Means of Convictiqn, for pro- 
ving the Divine Orgina] of Reycla- 
tion ; © And we can freely grant, that 
« Reaſox mult a&t by common No- 
* tions, to prave Reve/a3:op tg be tru- 
« Iy Divine : But yyhen this 1s done, 
there's ng Coairquence that Realon 
muſt ſill meaſure reyeal'd Truths by 
comman Notigqns, and reject *cm if 
ſhe cannot fully. comprehend '<IM, .Qr 
if ſhe cannot make?cm comport with 
common Notiqns ; which is the thing 
| —_ - 
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our Adverſary labours to prove. 

The remaining Inſtances, which 
only declare the Perſpicuity of the 
Moral Law or Chriſtian Precepts, an 
Ingenious Reader will preſently d1- 
ſcern how foreign and impertinent 
they are to his Deſign. 

At the ſame rate he trifles, when 
he raiſes an ObjeCtion from the Cor- 
ruption of Humane Reaſon ; as it, by 
making his own Anſwers and Obje- 
ctions, he had vanquiſh'd all our Ar- 
guments, gain'd the Field, and might 
trumphantly maintain, That there's 
nothing in the Chriſtian Religion my- 


ſterious, or above Reaſon ; for, I do 


not anywhere find the Ch.of England 
fixes the Controverſic on this Bottom, 
and therefore this is Reply enough 
to two of his Chapters, viz. 3, 4. 


And now we come to the Third 
Section, where we are introduc'd 
with an Account of what's my/ter iors 
and above Reaſon, T ſhall for the moſt 
part take his own Accounts of it, and 
therefore ſhall not much diſpute any 
thing in the firſt Chapt. only I cannot 
forbear to remark, how lame or im- 


perteht, or, at kaft, induſtriouſly 


ne 
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equivocal, all his Deſcriprions are : 
He gives us two 7 6p of a 
Myſtery, the firſt I ſhall not examin; 
his ſecond is, (TI ſuppoſe he ſpeaks 
his own Opinion, elſe he ſhould have 
declar'd the contrary) [ It is made to 
ſignifie a thing of its own nature incon- 
cetvable, and not to be judg*d of by our 
ordinary Faculties and Ideas, tho it 
be never ſo much reveaPd, ) Indeed, 
I think the firſt part of this Deſcri- 
ption is a Myſtery ; tho?, I ſuppoſe, ' 
he means, in the nature of the thing, 
or by reaſon of its Immenlſity, it's in- 
conceivable to us, or with reſpect to 
Humane Comprehenſion ; but then, 
who knows how far he intends to 
carry this, I mean, repreſent a My- 
{tery inconceivable? If he intends it ſo 
as that we can form no marxer of Idea 
of it, thenhe impoſes a manifeſt Abſur. 
dity upon theWorld ; for no one ever 
called that a MysTexy that we could 
have no Notion of ; for, ſuch 4 thing 
may be as well Nothing, as Myſtery, for 
any thing we can tell, And therefore 
Myſtery, at leaſt, ſuppoſes an Imper- 
fet# or Inadequate Idea, (as appears 
trom all thoſe Inſtances I have hither- 
£Q 
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to produc'd) otherwiſe we could not 
know what God propoſes to our Bc- 
lief. But then, if we enquire further 
into the thing, and endeavour to un- 
ravel the Modus of its Exiſtence, we 
can Either form no diftin& Idea, or, 
at leaſt, none that wall comport with 
common Notions. And thus far we 
affirm, That Myſteries are not to be 
judg'd of by our ordinary Faculties 
and Ideas, tho? never fo clearly re- 


, 'vead; N. 1. 


I proceed to Chap. 2. where, after 
having promis'd a wonderful Perſpi- 
cuity 1n the Caſe before him, he at- 
firms, [ That nothing can be ſaid to be 
a Myſtery, becauſe we | 2m uot an ade- 
quate Idea of it, or a diſtini# View of 
all its Properties at once; for then eve- 
ry ching would be a Myſtery. ] Now 
truly Pm much of his Mind, for Pm 
perſwaded that no Finite Underſtan- 
ding can conceive all the ſeveral Pro- 
perties of any one Being, at once in a 
diſtin& view : This is the Peculiar 
of an All-wiſe GOD ; and if an ade« 
quate Idea muſt imply a diſtin&t view 
of every Property at once, and My- 
ſtery oppoſed to it, every ing au 

C 
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be a Myſtery to every intell;gent Re- 
ing bur GOD : So that here's a No- 
tion rais'd, that proves nothing, and 
no one requires &, We will there- 
fore paſs this as an Unphiloſophical 
Blunder, and deſcribe an adequate 
Idea to be what he aims at, wiz. . A 
clear and dijiinit Idea of the Nature 
and Properties of an Objet#, This ( he 
contends) cannot be fairly oppoſed 70 
MysTEx yr, becaule, in the Know- 
ledge of Humane Bodies, GOD has 
ſufficiently an{wer'd the .Ends and 
Deſigns of it, by enabling us to com- 
prehend the principal Properties of 
Bodies, and the Uſes of *em : And 
therefore what remains cannot be 
MrysTExY, 4V. 19, 20, Thus is truly 
a Reaſon which 1s more cogent .0n 
the ather hand, as well in Philoſophi- 
cal as ReveaPd Diſquilitions : GOD 
has difcover'd, or.enabÞd us tocom- 
prehend, as much as 1s uletul or av- 
ceſlary in bath theſe Caſes ; but, at- 
ter all we can pretend no further 
than ſome principal Praperties : And 
{ince Reaſoz gells us, there's a great 
deal undiſcover'd and incomprehea- 
bble, we may juſtly aflarm, That 


there 
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there are Myſteries in NVatare, as well 
as Revelation ; ſo that we are behol- 
den to him for his Argument, tho? he 
had no Friendly Deſign in it. Indeed, 
if he would be content to carry us no 
further than the force of his Argu- 
ment naturally tends, we ſhould pre- 
ſently joyn in an amicable Accom- 
modation, which 1s in other terms no 
more than this : © There can be no 


«* Myſtery in Revelation, ( he might 


« have added, nor in rerum natura) 
« T mean, in this Notion of it ; be- 
& cauſe we know as much as our Fi- 


& nite Underſtandings arecapable of, - 


&« or as much as is neceſlary or uſeful, 
If this may be admitted, it's a ſub- 
ſtantial Reaſon to conclude againſt 
the Poſſibility of a Myſtery. 

But we may ſay there are My/te- 
ries, not becauſe we know not as 
much as 1is*neceſlary and uſeful, but 
becauſe after we know the principal Pro- 
perties of Things, or as much as ts ne- 
ceſſary or uſeful, we can diſcern a great 
deal which we cannot comprehend. And 
this holds good not only in Matters 
of Revelation, but Nature too. Our 
Aaverſary confeſſes as niuch ; for tho? 
we 
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we have a competent Idea of the 
Properties of Bodtes, that is, as far as. 
they are uſeful to us, yet we are not 
able to comprehend the Modas of 
their Operations, nor indeed the true 
Cauſes of a great many obvious Et- 
tects. 

Again, In reveaPd Truths we can 
form, at leaſt, an imperfect Idea of 
what GOD propoſes to our belief. 
Thus we form an Idea of our Savs- 
oar”s Divinity, from thoſe Charatters 
which Revelation and Natural Rea- 
ſon gives us of the Godhead. We be- 
lieve him to be poſleſs'd with the fal- 
neſs of the Godhead, becauſe the ſame 
CharaQters are aſcrib'd to him that 
are aſcrib'd to the Father in reſpe& 
of the Godhead ; but we cannot form: 
an Idea of the Manner of the Union 
of this Divinity with Humane Nature, 
nor its Conſiſtence with the Vxity of 
the Godhead, .at leaſt ſoas to make it 
comport with common Notions : So 
that in reſpect of the Mods of 
things, whether as to their Exiſtence 
or Operations,evenin thoſe of Natural 
Bodies, as well as Matters of Revela- 
tion, there are Myſteries in Nature, 
(and 
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(and that properly) as well as in Re- 


welation. 

Our Adverſary indeed would call 
this an Inadequate Knowledge, but no- 
thing Myſterious or ahove Reaſon ; 
but I hope to prove it a Myftery even 
in the received ſence of the Word, as 
well as the reaſonof the Thing, and 
that too on his own Corceſſzons and 
Principles, And, , 

15, Tt's certain his Evaſtons con- 
cerning Inadequate Ideas will do him 
no ſervice, to take off the Denomina- 
tions of Myſtery, or above Reaſ92; for 
we affirm, That Things are Myſfte- 
7ions, and above Reaſozn, becauſe we 
can form but very impertett and in- 
adequate Ideas of *em. © It's cer- 
« tainly abſurd to imagine that any 
« thing can' be myſterious, or above 
Wy Reafhn, which we are able fully to 
« comprehend; and it's equally ab- 
« {urd to ſay, that things are -y/ters- 
« 0s, When we can form no Idea at 
« all, ſince we can prozounce nothing 
& when we know nothins : But, to 
& confeſs, that of moſt things we can 
< form but imperfect and inadequate 
« Ideas, 15 to prove a thing to be my- 

| &« ſtertous ; 
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« ferious ; for, if we know and- ac- 
« knowledge,that our moſt improv'd 
« Tdeas are inadequate, we muſt con- 
« clude there's ſomething behind, ei- 
<« ther as tothe Modxs or Rationale of 
« Things;which Reaſon cannot com- 
&« prehend. And I know no better 
denomination ; than to ſay, That 
Things are in this reſpe&t wyferions, 
or above Reaſon. | 

To make up the ſtrict Notion of 
Myſtery, we are not to conſider the 
Neceffity or Uſefulneſs of what we 
cannot comprehend ; but the grand 
Queſtion is, Whether there are wot 
Modes and Properties of Things, that 
by reaſon of the Imperſei10n of Humiy 
Underſtanding, or the Immenſity or In- 
tricacy of the Things *emſelves, cannoc 
be comprehended by us ? © For it is the 
* Abſtruſeneſs or Inaccelſibiliry of 
* Things that make the Myſteroes, 
© not the Neceffity or Uſefulneſs of 
© what is incomprehenſible. And 
therefore if there be Things in this 
material World which we cannot 
comprehend, we may truly affiren, 
That there's a Myſtery in Nature, or 
that Natural Canjes or Effedts are thus 
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far above Reaſon, or myſterious, much 
more may we affirm it of Matters of 
Revelation : And therefore, to ule the 
Inſtance of a vain inſulting Adverſa- 
ry, Tho we live upon Water, and ſee 
and handle it daily, there may and is 
ſomething in it myſterious, aud above 
Reaſon, inaſmuch 45 we cannot form 
an Idea of every thing that truly belongs 
roit, Andyet no wiſe Man will be 
tempted to make ſucha practical In- 
ference as this Reaſoner hath ſug- 
geſted, that is, reſolve never to en- 
quire into its Nature, nor imploy it 
in his Houſe or Grounds *. But, in 
Matters of Revelation,we know how 


inadequate our Ideas are, * as much 
© as F:nite difters from Infinite, Nega- 
© tzve from — and Sence from 


© Spirit : Mult they not then con- 
* tain things above Reaſon, becauſe 

* they are only thus inadequate ? 
But further, As for the original 
Import of the word My sTexy, I am 
not concern'd to trace it in the pri- 
mitive Uſes of it, it's ſuſficient it by 
Cuſtom it hath obtain'd another Im- 
port ( it may be) every jot as proper 
as the former, Our Author ow 
nat 
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that in approved Claſflicks it's com- 


monly taken for obſcure and 1ntri- 
cate Matters, ſuch as cannot well be 
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comprehended or ſeen into *. And * See N. 
this, Tthink, is equally proper with 5: 57 3- 


that other deſcrib'd by him, which 
implies ſomething beyond a Veil,not* 
diſcernable till that is remov'd : And 
in this ſence the Types under the 
Moſaick Law he accounts Myſteries ; 
for thoſe which thro? the Impertectt- 
ons or Weakneſs of Reaſon, or the 
Immenſity, Diſtance, or Intricacy of 
the Objed: may be as little diſcern'd 
as thoſe that have a Vell over %em{ 
and then they ſeem to be equally zzy- 
ſterious, and above _ In a word, 
Myſtery is ſomething ſhut up from our 
View or Cognizance, and it is not 
material whether this be done by a 
Veil or other Impediments or Obs 
ftrutions ; and conſequently Myſtery 
and an Inadequate Idea may be ve 
conſiſtent ; I do not mean,that whic 
ariſes from affeted Iznorance, but 
the Intricacy of the Obje&, and the 
Weakneſs of Humane Reaſon under 
its higheſt Improvements. 


F 
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But, to clear up his Underſtanding 
in this matter, by a few Arguments 
drawn from his own Pofitions, the 
Riches of his own inexhauſted Brain, 
he tells us, Cap.3. N.27. T at certair 
Goſpel-Dodrines are calld Myſteries, 
with reſpect to the Jews, [pot.that they 
knew nothing of %em, but they were 
not clearly and fully reveaPd till the 
New Teſtament -times, being veiPd be- 
fore by various Typical Repreſentati- 
ons, &c,} Well, you fee he allows 
Moſaick Types to be Myſteries, and 

ives the reaſon , Becauſe they ſaw 
*em throa Veil; or, in St. PauP's Lan- 
guage, with reſpect to further Diſco- 
veries, thro a Glaſd darkly : And what 
is this, but that they knew them in 
part, or by inadequate Ideas? I'm 
ſure our Knowledge is as much 
cramp'd in ſeveral of thoſe Inſtances 
produc'd by our Author, from the In- 
tricacy and Immenſity of the Things 
*emſelves, as thoſe Goſpel-rruths ſhut 
up from the Fews by the Moſaick Veil 
of Types and Figures : * And conſe- 
* quently, why 1s not the one as much 
* a Myſtery to us, as the other to the 


* Jews, and for this very reaſon, be- 
* cauſe 
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«cauſe we know them inadequately, 

But, to goa little turther with him, 
I remember, in the State of his Que- 
ſtion, as well as in other places, he 
gives us to underſtand, That af Re- 
veaPd Matters may be judg'd of even by 
common Notions, both as to their Man- 
ner and Exiſtence, as eaſily as the or- 
dinary Phoznomena of Nature ; and 
therefore concludes, 'That there's no- 
thing in the Goſpel contrary ro Reaſon, 
or + ag zt ; and, That zo Chriſtian 
Detrine can be properly calPd a Mv- 
STERY, This 15 the State of the Que- 
ſtion ; and what he aflerts muſt be a 
Criterion, in judging what 15 »:yſteri- 
o#5 Or above Reaſon : So that we may 
henceconclude, and that upon his owz 
Principles too, That that Thizz whoſe 
Manner or Exiſtence cannot be con- 
ceiv'd, even with as much eaſe and 
clearnels as the ordinary Phenomena 
of Nature, is a Myſtery, and above 
Reaſon. Certainly here is a fair Con- 
ceſſion, and ſuch as will make things 
myſterious, becauſe we can but form 
— Ideas ; for, 2s this Author 
confeſles, we can form Ideas of the 
Beings of Things, and know as much 


2 as 
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as 1s uſcful from their Properties and 
Eflects, whilſt we are 1gnorant of the 
manner of their Exiſtence or Produ- 
tion : See N,S8, 11; —— (theone of 
Plants, and the other of Rain). Here 
he manifeſtly tixes our inadequate I- 
deas upon the Mods of 'Things,with 
reſpect to their Operations and Ext- 
{tence; that is, our Ideas are inade- 
quate, becauſe we cannot decipher 
whereintheir Mods conſiſts, tho? we 
know their principal Properties by 

their Effets and Ules. | 
And now we may call in his own 
Principles to conclude againſt him, 
and affirm, That inadequate Ideas 
muſt neceſſarily imply a Myſtery, for 
inadequate Ideas imply our Igno- 
rance as tothe Modus of Things, and 
that thing whoſe Modus cannot be 
comprehended, according to his own 
Principles, 1s »yſterions, and above 
Reaſon, Here, I think, he pretends 
to Oat-do the moſt improv®d Arts of 
Prieſicraft, whullt he declares for no- 
thing but Reaſon, and baniſhes Myſte- 
7y out of the World, and yet impoſes 
things that ſurpaſs the higheſt My/te- 
7); ſince he labours to make the 
World 
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World embrace his Coxtradidt tons for 
the undoubted Decrees of Reaſon: ['T his 
#,in his own language, rrifliz2 with 2 
witneſs, or pitiful ſhifting or fooling, 
or what not, and luch as diſcovers a 
mighty Scarcity of good Aroumeiits, 
N. 13.] But he hatinot done with 
us yet, and therefore concludes with 
an obliging Propoſal, [If they will till 
be fooling, and :all theſe things My- 
{teries, m2 willi2 to admit as many as 
they pleaſe in Religion, if they will allow 
me likewiſe to make mine as intelligible 
to others as theſe are ro me, Ib. ] 
I hope I have made good the firſt 
part, That there are true and proper 
Myſteries, even in the Schools of Na 
ture. And, if fo, it's manifeſt, not- 
withſtanding his vain Triumphs, we 
have an Argument 4 majori, That 
there are Myſteries in Revelation : I 
lay, it's 4 majori to cvery one but 
him, that has the Face to aſlert, 'That 
en infinite incomprehenſible Spirit is ar 
Object equally intelligible with Objeits 
of Sence, or with Wood or Ston?. As 
or the laſt part of his Propoſals, I 
believe every one will conſent, © That 
the ſhall make all thoſe revead 
F373 «Truths 
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Truths we call Myſteries, as intelli- - 
© gible as he's able, provided he'll 
* promiſe not to reject *em, becauſe 
© he fails in his Undertaking; or, ina. 
* word, becauſe hecannot make them 
© compare with common Ideas or No- 
© tions. 

And now, I hope, I have ſaid 
enough to invalidate all the Argu- 
ments of this Chapter. Burt leſt he 
ſhould think me rude, or that I neg- 
le& him too much, I ſhall make ſome 
ſhort Returns to a few Paſſages that 
are yet behind. And, 

1#, He inſtrufts us what it is to 
comprehend a Thing, viz. | When 
its chief Properties, and their ſeveral 
Uſes, are known to ws ;, for to compre- 
bend, in all corre® Authors, is nothing 
elſe bat to know ; and as of what « not 
knowable we can have no Idea, fo is it 
nothing to us, T ball, for once, a- 
mit, that in the common Notion of 
Humane Perception or Comprehen- 
| fon, wethink we know or compre- 
hend a 'Thing ſufficiently, when its 
chief Properties, and their ſeveral 
Ules, are known to us ; but may we 
not at the ſame time diſcern, that 

| chere 
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there are others we cannot conceive, 
and that the Modas or preciſe Nature 
of thoſe we know are inconceivable: 
And ſo we may, without Offence, or 
in a {trict and proper way of Speech, 
affirm, That there's a great deal my- 
ſerious in the thing, and above Rea- 
ſon; and yet we donot pronounce it 
above Reaſon, (as he ſugpelts, ib.) be- 
cauſe we know no more than con- 
cerns us; but becauſe there's ſome- 
thing inconceivable, tho? to conceive 
it does not ſo directly concern us. 
But, 2aly, as for that which is my- 
ſerious even in Matters ct Revelatt- 
on, we do not pretend that” it 15 any 
thing tous; I mean, as it we were 
oblig?d to comprehend or define the 
preciſe Modzs of the thing ; This # to 
be a Myſtery and no Myſtery, However, 
ſince we diſcern 1n certain reveaPd 
Truths ſomething which we cannot 
comprehend, we may belicve thoſe 
reveald Truths to be lo far myſterious, 
* and they ſo tar concern us, as to pay 
© the Obedience of Faith to ?em, and 
* not reject the Whole, becauſe we 
* cannot comprehend Every-thing 
* that belongs to *em. Tlus ought 
F,4 tQ 
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to be an Eternal Ruie to our Author 
in matters of Revelation, becauſe 1t's 
founded upon his own Words and 
Principles : We believe the Divinity 
of our Saviour, becauſe we have not - 
only its Uſes ſet forth, but we have 
it repreſented in the principal Proper- 
ties of the Godhead, even ſuch as are 
aſcrib'd \to GoD the Father ; and 
conſequently, in the Sence of this 
Author, we may be ſaid to compre- 
hend or know this Divine Truth. 
Therefore if any thing ariſes as to the 
Moaas of its Exiſtence, or otherwiſe, 
that is zyſterious, (not knowable, or 
of which we can have no Idea) his 
own Rule directs him, that this is no- 
thing to him, and conſequently is b 

no means'to be an Argument againſf 

this Divine Truth : Pm ſure, if *tis 
not ridiculous not to ſuperſede our 
Diſquiſitions in matters that do not 
directly concern us, (another Aſſerti- 
ox of his, ib.) it's undoubtedly ridicu- 
tous ro make Diſquiſitions in ſuch Caſes, 
and make them «n Argument for rejett- 


#nz the cleare#t reyeal'd Truths, which 


is the conſtant Praftice of the Moderz 
Reafoxers or Diſputers of this World, 
the Socinians, - But; 


L vs # - - 
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But, to proceed, the next —_ re- 
markable 1s, a compendious Rule to 
acquire Uſeful Knowledge, YN. 11. 
wiz. Not to,trouble ourſelves nor others 
with what is Uſeleſs were it known, or 
what is impoſſuble to be known at all. 
Whereas in the Paragraph imme- 
diately preccedinghe ſeems to charge 
us with ſaying, That Things are 
above Reaſon, becauſe we know no more 
than concerns us, or i uſefal. And yet 
allowing this Notion, he tells us, = 
it ir ridiculous to ſuperſede our Diſqui- 
ſitions about it upon that Score ; that 
15, according to his own Notion, tho? 
we know as much of it as concerns 
us, Or is uſeful. A bleſgd Law-giver 
truly, to inſtitute Contradictions al- 
moſt with the ſame Breath ; for, IT 
rhink, he cannot avoid the Charge, 
without flying to that which is as 
abominable in his very Thoughts as 
this reproachtul to his Reaſon; I 
mean, by Pleading he intended a 
Myſtery. 

And now, having given you 
enough of the DoCctrinal part, he car- 
ries us to Application; but truly, I 
hope I have diſabled him ſo viſhly 
LM in 
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in the former, as ſuperſedes the Ne- 
ceſſity of a formal Reply to the lat- 
ter, I ſhall only rccite the Application 
he has made,and rather.reter than an- 
{wer ; [1#, That no Chriſtian Dodtrin, 
20 more than any ordinary piece of Na- 
ture, can be reputed a Myitery, becauſe 
we have not an adequate or compleat Idea 
of whatever belopgs to it.] As for what 
may be attributed ro inadequate 
Ideas, I have faid enough in this 
Chapter ; and tho? we may not ſay, 
©'That the want of an adequate Idea 
© 1s the formalis ratio that conſtitutes 
© a Myſtery, yet our Inabilities in com- 


© prehending ſome —_— that are 
| 


* really lodg'd 1n it,or really belong to 
© it, makes it a Myſtery ; and as 1s al- 
Tcady prov*d with as good reaſon as 
thoſe things he counts myſterious, viz. 
Intelligible Truths beyond the Veil. 
2aly, | What i reveaPd in Religi- 
0n, 4s it ts mo#t uſeful and neceſſary, ſo 
 #t must and may be as eaſily comprehen- 
ded, and found as conſiſtent with our 
common Notions, as what we know of 
Wood or Stone, or the like. ] We cer- 
tainly agree, That Gop hath only re- 


yeaPd as much as is neceſlary or uſe- 
| ful ; 
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ful; and, in matters of pure Revela- 
tion, no more than will give us an 
Idea of the Thing, or what it is 
Go » propoſes to our Belief; and 
therefore make this an Argument, 
that there are Things that belong to 
it, of which we cannot form a diſtin&t 
Idea, and, conſequently, from hence 
give it the Denomination of being 
Myſterious. 

Now, as for the »yſterioxs part of 
any revea'd Truth, weaffirm, That 
it exceeds our Comprehenſion, other- 
wile the Myſtery muſt ceaſe : But, as 
it exceeds our Comprehenſion, fo we 
ſay, it is not neceſſary to be compre- 
hended ; much leſs do we allow, that 
It may be comprehended by common 
Ideas or Notions, or ſcann'd by theſe 
Idcas : Soas that, in caſe it doth not 
correſpond with *em, we cannot call 
in queſtion the Truth of what is re- 
veaPd and comprehended. 

No, here, in caſe Curiolity tempts 
us to dive into the myſterious part of 
any reveaPd Truth, and upon the 
cloſeſt Reſearches, we find ourſelves 
unable to comprehend ; * We are to 


* adhere to the Subſtance of the 
Truth, 


| F- 
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* Truth, where we cannot compre- 
* hend the Modus of it ; or, in other 
*'Terms, adore, where we cannot 
© comprehend. But as to our com- 
prehending by common Notions, or, 
as eaſily as we can comprehend , 
Wood, or Stone, or the like, I ob- 
ſerve, 

iſt, This Gentleman makes all 
Objeas of Humane Knowledge e- 
qually comprehenſible. And, 

2dly, That we may take our Mea- 
{ures ſor comprehending any one, by 
thoſe Idea's we have tormed of 0- 
thers; but I have elſewhere ſufft- 
ciently diſcovered the Falleneſs of 
both theſe Aſſertions ; and there IT 
{hall not enlarge, but reſt upon the 
Concluſiveneſs of what hath been 
oftered. 

zdly, When we do as familiarly ex- 


plain ſuch Doitrines as what # known 


of Natural Things (which T pretend we 


* See N. can) we may then be as * properly ſaid 
12:Sett.3- f0 comprehend the one as the other. 


This 1sa very bold Undertaking, and 
not to be believed ?till he gives us 
good Reaſon, and nothing leſs than 
Matter of FaQt for Demonſtratian, 


elpe- 
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eſpecially if he intends that part of 
thoſe Do&rines we juſtly call y/te- 
riowus, Put then, in uſing this Fami- 
liarity, * We muſt engage him not 
* to explain away the Subſtance of 
* any Doftrine, nor to rejett the Do- 
© Arine, if he fails in his Explication. 
And now we come to attack him in 
his Strong-hold , that is, his Appeal 


to the Voice of Scripture: * And «ge. c, 
hy Scripture is an unqueſtionable 3. Se&. 3. 


Tribunal for the Deciſion of all Con- 
troverſies in Matters of Revelation ; 
and as to their preſent Controverſies, 
as far as Scripture can determine, 
every one may deſire to put the Caſe 
on this Iſſue, and Appeal to this Tri- 
bunal (as well as he) provided he is 
fatisfied Scripture is on his fide ; and 
he may with greater ſatisfaQtion be 
reputed Orthodox with this on his 
ſide, than to paſs for Orthodox with 


the whole World, and have it againſt 


him. But then in caſe he either mi- 
ſtakes the Sence of Scripture, or has 
recourſe to it, tomake it come up to 
the State of his Caſe, and prove 
more than what can be inferr*d from 
It ; it's very bold ro ſay, that Scri- 
pture 
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pture has engaged him in this Error, 
if it be one: Here Pm ſure Scripture 
will be no Protection to him, againſt 
a juſt Charge of Error, becauſe he 
makes an Appeal to her, and retreats 
under her Wing for Shelter ; when 
in reality he charges his own falſe 
Reaſonings, or the Arguments of 
ſome particular Paſſions, not to ſay 
unjuſt Propoſitions, on Scripture, as 
if all were the unerring Counſels and 
DiQates of Divine Truth. And truly 
this Reaſoner does little leſs, when 
he attempts to prove, that there are 
no Myſteries in Chriſtianity, becauſe 
he endeavours. to ſhew , that the 
word Myſtery in the New Teſta- 
ment, is no where applied to the 
Thing we contend for, viz. a Thing 
that with reſpeC& to Hamane Reaſon, 
contains ſomething in it altogether 
zncomprehenſible : For is it not abſurd 
to argue againſt a Thizg from the 
ſignification of a Word,which might 
never have been uſed in Scripture, 


_ and yet the Thing found there ? and 


tho? it 15 uſed, yet our Author, pur- 
ſuant to the Mind of Scriptare, fixes 
Three ſeveral Significations on it , 

and 


hed 
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and conſequently it can be no Argu- 
ment that it hath not a Fourth ; be- 
cauſe it does not appear 1n Scripture z 
unleſs he could prove that the Holy 
Gho# thought it neceſlary to reveal 
all the Notions or Acceptations of the 
word Myſtery ; therefore if this Ad- 
vocate for Reaſon allows the whole 
Caſe, as he pretends, to be put upon 
this iſſue, it will preſently be given 
againſt him, for want of a good 
Conſequence. So that in truth, if 
the Controverlie is to be determined 
by Scripture, (as no doubt it ought) 
it muſt unavoidably turn upon this 
iſſue, * Whether there are not Truths 
* {et torth in Scripture, in which, if 
* we enquire 1nto the Nature of *em, 
© a great deal is contain'd 1n *em, 
© which we cannor comprehend, and 
* conſequently are myſterious , and 
* above Reaſon ; whether Scripture 
* deliver *em under theſe Denomina- 
* tzons Or no, 

This may be true, tho' the Word 
Mzſtery were no where to be found 
1FScripture, or tho? Scripture had 
not {0 much as hinted , that there 
were any thing zyſerious Or incom- 


pre- 
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prehenſible. Tf this can be proved, 
our  Adycrſary muſt — F 
that there are Myſteries in Chriſtia- 
nity ſtill. The Inſtances of our Sa- 
viour's Incarnation already produ- 
ced, move upon this Suppotition 
and I ſhall be ready to prove it; 
whenever he ſhall think fit to im- 


 pugn the Truth of it. Bur beſides 


this, I ſhall in ſome meaſure conde- 
ſcend to his own Method, and tho® I 
ſhall not Examine every Paſſage of 
Scripture, to ſee whether he has 
rightly ſtated the Signification of the 
Word, yet I donot queſtion, but we 
may offer as ſtrong Arguments to ap- 
ply it ſometimes to the Sence we con- 
tend for, as he hath done for another; 
and- beſides this, I hope to produce 
ſome Paſſages of Scripture, that al- 
ſure us there are ſtill thoſe things in 
Chriſtianity, we properly call Myſfte- 
ries ; and itthis be performed, I hope 
it may without Aﬀectation be ſaid, 
that his Appeal to the Tribunal of 

Scripture 1s defeated, *' 
And, 1#, becauſeI do not deſifi 
Oppoſition, or Diſputes, for Oppoli- 
tion's ſake ; I ſhall own that the 
| Word 
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Word MYSTERY 1s uſed in the 
ſeveral Sences he hath put upon it. 

I. For the Goſpel in general. 

IT. For ſome unfolded Secrets, 
And, 

III. For things veild by Parables : 
but this 1s by no means an Argument 
that there is no other {ignification to 
be found in Scripture : for I am per- 
iwaded, I can prove the contrary 
with as much Authority and Force 
of Reaſon as he can produce againſt 
it ; T mean, that it's ſometimes uſed 
to expreſs the Incomprehenſibleneſs 
of certain Truths,tho? reveaPd. And, 

1. That Myfery muſt imply ſome- 
thing that 1s 1n the Nature of it to us 
incomprehentible, St. Pau! ſeems to 
have aſſured us, But we ſpeak the Wiſ- 
dom of God in a Myſtery, ever the hid- 
den Wiſdom of God, 1 Cor. 2. 7. All 
ſides agree, that the Apoſtle points 
at the Fundamental Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, and particularly the 
Redemption of the World by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and more primarily the moſt 
abſtruſe part of it, his Incarnation. 

2. It's viſible the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of it as a Myſtery, even when he re- 

G 
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wveals it ; for he reveals the Wiſdom 
of God in a Myſtery. He now ſpeaks 
to the Perfect, that had own'd the 
Goſpel, and the Divine Authority of 
his Preaching, as appears from the 
preceding Verſe ; and it's their pecu- 
liar to have the Meat of the Word, 
or the Myſteries of the Kingdom of 
GOD, communicated to *em ; and 
therefore, tho? this Wiſdom of GOD 
be a Myftery, and conſequently he 
delivers it as ſuch, yet the PerteCt be- 
lieve , when they cannot compre- 
hend, becauſe it is the Wiſdom of 
G OD : I am fure this Notion is a- 
grecable to the Judgment of Clemens 
Alexandrinns ; tor he uſes the very 
Word of the Apoltle, and calls it, 
Tilv & pvonels Agave m2lzy, uy id SusZap 6 us 
©? ; nay, he makes this an Argu- 
ment, why the Fundamental Truths 
of the Goſpel ſhould only be com- 
municated to the Pure and Perfect, 
EmK; UTE £Y THY & pune, AC. Ut ſa ra, 
Strom. Lib, x, And therefore ſince 
the Apoltle reveals it in a M:ſftery, it 
uit be fo, becauſe it contains ſome- 
thing in it that is incomprehenſible. 
Hence we may juſtly Vindicate our 

Exzliſh 
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Fizliſh Tranſlation, which does not 
joyn, Ty amxepuueyny 79 <& wuoneip, AS 
our Adverſary would have it ; but 
makes it a Repetition, or Enlarge- 
ment upon the Dzvzze Wiſdom, viz, 
even the Hidden Wiſdom. It's true, 
our Adverſary endeavours to evade 
this Expoſition, becauſe we are told 
in the xoth Verſe, But God hath re- 
vealed them to us by his Spirit : But 
the Words manifeltly referr to thoſe 
Things, which, in the preceding 
Verſe, God is {aid to have prepared 
for them that love him, which are 
chiefly the Benefits of our Redem- 
"tion, and the Conſequent of this 
undamental Revelation ; or at leaſt, 
if it muſt be this fundamental In- 
ſtance of Divine Wiſdom, it is only 
reveald ſoas to let us know, what 
God intends by it, and aſſures us of 
the Truth of it, but not to compre- 
hend the whole Nature of it ; or in 
a word, it 1s ſo reveaPd, as any 0- 
ther thing 1s reveaPd in a Myſtery ; 
that 15, when ſomething remains in' 
it, that 15 not to be comprehended ; 
ſo that, in Truth, here's Myſtery in 
tWO SCencecs : 
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1ſt, With reſpect to the Incom- 
prehenſibleneſs of the Thing. And, 

2dly, With reſpect to the Thing 
before it was communicated to us. 

And thus far not only the Natural - 
Conſtruction of the Words, hut the 
Authority of a Learned Expoſitor 
carries us, Vid. Theophilatt. in locum, 
MUS ;euy #ard, T6 uart T Xewev Knev'y (40, PF » 
2) nhgu {42 E550, GANG x pruSHerdy favs x4 ud 
"A:A0 ndeouy dud aeiy WeviFus uy dF GAMD 
Panmi]es, 4hAA0 vo3utys 

But Secondly, T ſhall inſiſt on that 
noble Paſſage of St. Paul to Timothy, 
Ep.1. Cap. 3. Ver, 10. * And without 
* Controverſie, great 1s the Myſtery 
© of Godlinels ; God was manifeſted 
6 1n the Fleſh, juſtified in the Spirir, 
© ſeen of Angels, preached unto tie 
© Gertzles, believed on in the World, 
* received yp into Glory, It's obſer- 
vable, our Adverſary expounds as 
accurately, . as he reaſons ; for he 
produces this for his eighth Paſlage, 
where Myſtery is put for the Goſhel 
in general, whereas it's manifeſt the 
Words cannot, without the greateſt 
Violence, be applyed to any thing 
but a Divine Perſon, repreſented un- 

acr 
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der certain Divine Charadters, and in- 
deed to none but our Saviour, the 
Corncr-Stone of the Goſpel, but not 
the Golpet; for truly the Apoſtle 
ſeems, in this place, to have given 
a deſcription of his whole Media- 
tion. I am ſure the Current of the 
Fathers, as well as of after Com- 
mentators, apply it to none but our 
Saviour. But now fince our Saviour's 
Incarnation is this Myſtery of God- 
lineſs, it's evident the Apoſtle does 
not ſpeaks of what it was before it was 
reveaPd,but what it is after it us preach- 
ed and believed on inthe World, and 
therefore he calls it a Myſtery, not 
becauſe it was ſo before it was ree 
veaPd, but becauſe it ſtill remains ſo; 
and thereupon he endeavours to re- 
preſent it as ſuch, by inlarging upon 
the Nature and Incomprehenſible- 
neſs of it; God was manifeſt in 
Fleſh, the Foundation of this My- 
ſtery, the following CharaCters be- 
ing only their Appendages that take 
their riſe and concenter 1n it. This 
isan Expoſition that diſcovers itſelf 
loclearly, that we find our Adver- 
{ary induſtriouſly huddling up this 

G3. Paſl- 
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Paſſage, as 1t were, in a Myſtery, 
withour giving any tolerable account 
of it ; andat laſt is forced to confeſs, 
That the gracious Manifeſtation of 
Chriſt and his Goſpel, is to us won- 
derfully ſtupendous and ſurprizing, 
N. 30. So that we plainly.read My- 
ftery in the very Sence we contend 
for : Tam ſure we have the Opinion 
of ſome Ancient Church-Writers to' 
ratifieir. Of this Opinion we-find. 
Athanaſius in his Tract againſt Pau- 
lus Samoſatenus de Incarnatione Verbi, 
where he gives his Judgment, e Ca- 
thedra, as Archbiſhop of Alexanaria ; 
for firſt heJays open the Attempts of 
this Heretick, in endeayouring to 
Subvert the Doctrine of 6ur Sa- 
viour's Incarnation, and tiles it, 
Mt#3z wuvsHewy [m7 wie wwiewy dramieay, | 
and to prove it ſuch, cites this very 
place of our Apoſtle, Secondly, He 
repreſents the danger in attempting 
to unfold ſuch as oh Difficulties, 
that are only with fatety to us be- 
lieved, and ina word, enjoyns us to 
adhere to the Apoſtolick Faith, with- 
out admitting new Terms or Notions, 
Tis mga laozy may gundT]uv, amiga iN. 
25 Eefnrs xamgaries, and above all, 


$9.9 924 


ProperlycalP'd Myſteries. 


acl idar my Teck Ty THMXKETs wunets Cnm10N , 
to dread the Diſquiſition of ſuch a 
Myſtery. But beſides the Opinion 
of this great Man, we have the 
Comment of Iſhodore the Peluſtore, 
and 7heophiladt, fixing the Myſtery 
of Godlineft in the Incompreheſibleneſs 
of it, Thus the former, L:b.2.Ep.192. 


 # 5 P * . , #* vY 
% WS EY vosutyoy my TH TLMY, ANAL. ws devk 21% \ 


Ty, TeyTYs 3 £74k: nt; ALY 'S 3 13 NAMED» 
and purſuant to this, expoſtulates, 
Who can comprehend the Miracle 
of his Conception, tranſatted with- 
out Coltion, or imagine how the 
Divine Nature can be circumſcrib'd, 
that 15 Immenſe, and not to be 
circumſcrib'd ? And Theophilatt 
proceeds in the ſame Strain thus, 
"AAAGS TE To {Sy Gn 0 = £05 £228 N0-I1 my]es (9201y, 
T S mo; &moxixevnT]ar a Ter uuonenty tay, 
in Locum. © And now this is ſome- 
thing more certainly than calling it 
a Myſtery, with reſpe&t to the Ages 


preceding, the Goſpel ; for I think 


this Paſſage in itſelf admits of the 
Expoſition before us more naturally, 
than that our Adverſary contends 
for ; beſides we have the Authority 


of the Learned in paſt Ages. And 
| G 4 {lincs 
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ſince I have made it appear he has 
no a{lvaucage over us in his whole 
Hypotheſis, I know not why we 
may not in his own Language pro» 
nounce againſt um, that Myfery in 
the New Teſtament, is ſometimes 
put for a thing inconceivable in itſelf, 
and not to be judg*d of by our ordt- 
nary Notions, however reveaPd, 
This likewiſe calls to mind the Tri, 
umphs of our Adverſary upon a Paſ- 
ſage, which as we allow, {tiles the 
Goſpel a Myſtery, under this Nott- 
on; it's *Roms. 16. I: — But is now 
made manifeft, whereupon he Ex- 
poſtulates, In what ſence could this 
Secret be made 'manifeſt, if it re- 
main'd ſtill Incomprehenſible ? A 
mighty Favour indeed, to bleſs the 
World with a parcel of Unintelligi- 
ble Notions. Icontels, T incline to 
the former ſence, I mean a Myfery, 
with reſpe& to the Ages preceding 
the Goſpel, but can ſee no foundati- 
on for Abſurdities, no more than for 
his vain Triumphs, if we take it in 
the Sence he pretends to explode; 
for this Reaſoner, had he not been 
£00 much uſed to confound things to- 
. gether, 
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ether, might have learn'd, that the 
Fioheſt Myſtery 1s not wholly unin- 
telligible; and it may be properly 
ſaid, to be manifeſted in as much as 
God has communicated by the Apo- 
ſtle's preaching what's uſeful and ne- 
ceſſary, and as much as will inform 
us what God propoſes to our Belief : 
* Again it's maxifeſted, and that too 
©to our unſpeakable Comfort, ſince 
© the vaſt Deſigns of Divine Love, 
© and the unexpreſſible Benefits to 
&us-ward in it, are abundantly laid 
© open; and I think theſe are Fa- 
© yours or Bleſſings too rich to be ex- 
* poſed in Ridicule or Burleſque. 

But further, If the uſe of the 
Word in Scripture will not prove the 
thing we contend for, there are ſuf- 
ficient hints in Scripture to prove it : 
IT ſhall firſt infift on St. PauPs Ac- 
counting the preaching of Chriſt un- 
to the Greeks fooliſhneſs; but unto thens 
which are called, the Power of God and 
the Wiſdom of God, 1 Cor. 1. 23, 
24. % 

Now this place is generally intcr- 
preted of the Incarnation of Chriſt, 
or the Union of the two Natures in- 
to 
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to one Divine Perſon : And thoſe 
that embrace and believe it, muſt 
reſolve 1t into the Infinite Power and 
Wiſdom of God, not as a common, 
but ſpecial At, and conſequently a 
thing incomprehenſible as they are ; 
and on this account, it's to the Greeks, 
the great Maſters of Reaſon, Foo- 
liſhneſs; becauſe, as it is repreſented 
to us, it contains 1n it, Things that 
can never be reconciled with com- 
mon Notions, or Ideas, What com- 
mon [Ideas can ſatishe us, that the 
Son of God ſhould ſpeak by a Man, 
or as the Sacred Canon hath it, in the 
form of a Man; that God ſhould 
have a Son, and that he ſhould ſuf- 
fer as the Son of God ? What com- 
mon Ideas can repreſent to us, that 
Chriſt could have a Being before the 
Worlds, as God ; that he ſhould be 
born a Man, and exiſt as ſuch, and 
yet not as a Man,begotten of a Man ? 
"Theſe things, the moſt improved 
Notices of Natural Reaſon cannot 
confirm, or warrant, no not our Ad- 
verſary with all his Reaſon. If any 
thing, it's the Arian, or Socinian 
Hypotheſis (tho? advanced contrary 

tO 
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to the Current of Scripture) that 
may pretend moſt to be a Rationale 
in this matter. And yet our Adver- 
ſary ſeems to explode this as much as 
that of the Trinirarians, becauſe they 
are forced to allow Divine Worſhip 
to be paid him, [Cap. 1, Sec, 2, N.2, 
I am miſtaken if either they, or the A- 
rians car make their Notions of a dis- 
nified, and Creature-God, capable of 
Divine Worſhip, appear more reaſong- 
ble, than the Extravagancies of other 
Setts, touching the Article of the Tri- 
ity.) But to return, It's manifeſt 
here we learn how the Doctrines of 
Chriſtianity came to be branded 
with the Imputation of Fooliſhneſs, 
Viz. Becauſe they will not comport with 
common Notices, or the received Prin-* 
ciples of Natural Philoſophy : for I 
have evinced it, upon the ObjeCti- 
on of Trypho againſt Juſtin, and 
St. Clement's Comment on the place, 
T3 2 Atyer of goV mp yay Otoy ovra ney d1s- 
vav TeToy Þ yeusny time x; ernfioar, dvlgwy 1 
vouzy oy, Varueivery % U7s Bu a vipor©- YE dy- 
own, s wovor mtpgdbZoy Noxdi wor every dNANG X 


wwe. Dial. cum Trypho, p. 269. 
And 
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And St. Clement, in locum, thus, 
Lib. 1. Stromat, "tam I. woeiny wo 3- 
Jes ny srTau 0; doxtoiong Ad, Te dvf;wmre vis 
Gd Aaafiy, yo? 75 to,ew Þ O5%, tx; Ne ty memmay- 
6ive: cam, Here we ſee this great 
Man does not charge the Greeks with 
falſe Principles of Philoſophy, as the 
Ground of their Error, for he re- 
preſents the Thing as muchynconſhiſt- 
ent with ſuch prixciples as they could, 
and makes this the Foundation of 
their unjuſt Charge, I mean 1n pro- 
nouncing the DoCtrines of Chriſtia- 
nity Fooliſhneſs ; and indeed he calls 
tm JH u:07 o0700F but it can be ON NO O» 
ther account, than becauſe they 
would agmit of nothing but Natural 
Reaſon, and Philoſophy, and there- 
upon would try all revealed Truths 
by common Notions, or Principles of 
Philoſophy, and reje& ?em as abſurd 
and fooliſh, becauſe they could not 
make theſe deep Things of God to 
comport with common Ideas of Ob- 
jects of Sence. Indeed Celſus ob- 
jects much the ſame things againſt 
Origen ; for upon every turn, heen- 
deavours to ridicule the Divinity of 


our Saviour, by repreſenting it incon- 


ſiſtent 
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ſiſtent with the Principles of Natural 
Reaſon : And now give me leave to 
make one ſingle Remark, fince it 
occurs ſo naturally : Are not theſe 
the very Principles which our Advo- 
cate for Reaſoz moves upon ? So that 
an unprejudiced Perſon might ſu- 
ſpe that Pm dealing with a Cel/zs, 
ora Trypho ; or that they were riſen 
from the Dead. But to conclude 
this Argument, it's manifeſt St. C/e- 
mens muſt beheve, That the Funda- 
mental DoQrine of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, {till contains in it ſomething 
that cannot be compretzended by 
Natural Reaſon, that cannot be re- 
conciled to common Ideas, or Prin- 
ciples of Natural Philoſophy, and 
conſequently ſomething that's My- 
ſterious and above Reaſon : And there- 
fore 1t this Reverend Father 1s: nor 
miſtaken in the purport of the Holy 
Ghoft (as we have vood Reaſon to 
conclude, he is not) the New Tefta- 
ent does contain the Thing (it not 
che Word) we contend for, /1 mean, 
propoſes to our Belief, Things that 
are Incomprehenſible, or above the 


Comprehenſion of Human Reaſon. 
| The 
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The laſt Argument I ſhall pro- 
duce, is two or three Paſſages of 
Scripture, which (becaule they bear 
an Affinity to one another) I ſhall 
examine and conclude them under 
one Argument. 

I begin with St. PauPs account of 
Humane Knowledge, even under 
this laſt State of Revelation ; for he 
includes himſelf, and the whole Col- 
lege of Apoſtles, who undoubtedly 
enjoyed the Special Aſſiſtance of the 
Spirit of God ; nay, St. Paul had 
been caught up into the Third Heaven, 
where he was almoſt overwhelnd 


with abundance of Revelations, 2 Cor. 
12, And yet he tells us, We know bur 
in part, and we Propheſie in "6 


x Cor. Cap. 13. ver. 9. andthe Rea- 
{on aſſigned is, We ſee through aGlaſ 
darkly, ver. 12. 1o that the Impedi- 
ment ſeems to lieupon the Mind, or 
the Immenſeneſs of the Object, not 
in God that denies us a competent 
Revelation ; for this is the laſt Reve- 
ation of himſelf ; and therefore this 
Glaſs argues an ImperfeCtion, or In- 
ability 1n comprehending ſome of 
thoſe Truths that are revealed ; _ 
} 
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if this Glaſs be a Veil which God 
caſts before our Eyes, like that-upon 
the Jews, in as much as he does not 
impart in this Lite a clear Diſcovery 
of certain Goſpel-Truths, then, ac- 
cording to the Mind of our Author, 
thereare ſtill Myſter:es in the Goſpel, 
in the higheſt Sence ; but truly St. 
Clemens fixes it upon the Impertecti- 
ons of Humane Knowledge, ſince he 
repreſents the Mind in this Earthly 
Tabernacle, as viewing Things 
through Sences after a groſs cor 
real manner, whereas in another 
World our Knowledge will be high- 
ly enlarged, for then it will be Face 
to Face; or, as he expreſles it, 
Ker? mores Heves hs dkeg1guasy x) fwd Tu; 
Tis Nawies nbonds: That 1s, by a pure 
and naked Application of the Mind, 
or Intuition. 

Again, it's manifeſt the Object of 
this ImperfetKnowledge,is the deep 
things of Gop, or, in plain terms, the 
fundamental Revelations of the Go- 
Ipel ; for, the Apoſtle muſt at leaſt 
comprehend,if not principally intend 
them, when he tells us, pz we Pro- 
pheſie but in part ; that is, thoſe Truths 
w'e 
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we publiſh to the World are only re- 
veaPd in part, ſince we can only pre- 
tend to know or comprehend- them 
in part. And truly St, Clement al- 
ſerts as much of St. Pau/ himſelf, not- 
withſtanding his abundance of Re- 
velations, for thus, on his words 
2 Cor.xi1.4. (where, no doubt, he re- 
ceiv'd the chiefeſt Inſtructions of his 
Apoſtolick Office) He was caught # 
into Paradiſe, and heard unſpeakable 
words, which it is not _ for Man to 
atrer ; he obſerves, that there was 
no Law nor Precept given that obli- 
ged him to ſtifle any of thoſe Chri- 
ian Truths Gop had committed to 
him ; ſo that in ſaying, zt i not law- 
al, he intended to repreſent the In- 
effability of the Divine Nature, or 
the things of G o Þ ; T2 %a3;uov 4% ©87 
&yt:: 0459 Cr, Or, Jaya " 4 'yid ao) yo #) 
T0 Ocov wnyvor, And, to confirm this 
Notion, he cites three Paſſages that 
repreſent the Incomprehenlibleneſs 
of the Divine Nature, Rows. xi. 33. 
Oh ! the depth of the Riches both of the © 
Wiſdom and Kpowledge of God! And 
again, Bur we ſpeak the Wiſdom of God 
in a Myſtery : [That i, cven when we 
: | ſpeak 
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ſpeak it, elſe it proves nothing in this 
NE ] x Cor. ii. 7. And laſtly, 
Coloſ. 1. Ver. 23. To the Acxnow- 


ledgment of the Myſtery of God in 


Chri#t, [as you have it in the Ancient 


Readings] in whom are hiddenall 


the Treaſures of Wiſdom, or Know- 
l2dge. This is a very remarkable 
Paſſage, and therefore I mult beg 
leave to enlarge upon tt. 

As*for the Sence of St. Clemert, 
it's viſible he looks upon it to be a 
Myſtery, tho? reveaPd and acknow- 
l:dg*d, and to be a Myſtery becaule it 
contains ſomething in it whuch 1s 
"Appulov &:39:Jov, Or «mixg»7lor, for other- 
wiſe it can be no Argument to prove 
what he had juſt before aſlerted. 
Indeed, our Adverſary thinks he has 
cvaded the Force of this Expolition, 
by telling us, (without any tolerable 
Proof) That the Words are to be un- 
derſtood of the In ger of Crr1sT ; but 
if it be the Goſpel of CurisT, it may 
be ſtiled a MysTexy, in rcſpe& of 
its Fundamental Trutks, inaſmuch as 
they coritain in *em ſomething thats 
tidden or myſterious; for thus much 
the following Verſe apparently hints; 

H ar 
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© 6, [4.e. in which, if this Expoſi- 
t:0n obtains] are hidden :mixevgn © It's 
maniieſt the Apoſtle ſpeaks of it as 
reveaPd, nay, as it 15 when acknow- 
ledg?d and embrac'd, and yet there 15 
ſomething hiddez or myſterious. Thus 
we may conclude, againſt our Reaſo- 
ner, that Myſtery may be put for the 
Goſpel, and yet calPd fo, becauſe it 
contains certain Truths, whoſe Na- 
ture cannot be fully comprehended, 
or certain "Truths, that contain ſome- 
thing in *em that to us 1s incompre- 
henſible. But yet, for all his maje- 
ſterial deciſive way of expounding 
Scripture, I think the words more 
naturally point at the Myſtery of our. 
Redemption, in the Incarnation of 
the Son of GOD, eſpecially if weadd 
hereto the ancient Reading uſed by 
theſe Fathers, St. Auſtiz,and St. Am- 
broſe, to the Acknowledgment of the 
Myſtery [not Knowledge of Myſtery, 
as this vain Diſputer of this World 
would have it] of Gop in OurisT, 
for, 1, & 5, which immediately 
follows, muit more naturally be ap- 
ply*d to Chri/t, not to 3ſtery, agrees 
able to our 'Tranſlation, I» whom all 


the 
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the Treaſures, &c, This 1s agreeable 
to the Sentiments of Origen, ©@ 5 tov 
n= 5701 ” Seauyggs oy apes = — 
Hom. 8. pag. 99. 2aly, U the Go 
of Chritt -; hg Chrif himſelt, os 
intended, it would be 1mproper to 
ſay, that the Treaſures of Wiſdom 
are hid in it, being a revea[ld Inſti- 
tution : Therefore we may juſtly 
conclude, purſuant to the Mind of 
St. Clement, That the Incarnation of 
our Redeemer ( the Foundation of 
our Redemption,and Fountain whence 
all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge derive) is the Myſtery of 
Gop in Chriſt,which is ro be acknow- 
ledg'd, not unravePd or fully com- 
prehended; for, fince it is expreſly 
propos'd as a Myſtery, and remains 
one when embrac'd or acknow- 
ledg?d, it muſt be ſo, becaule it car- 
ries in it ſomething that is hidden or 
incomprehenſible. 

Indeed Orizez manifeſtly joyns 1n 
this Notion ; for, in his Comment 
on Matt. xiii. 44. he makes the Field 
ro be the Holy Scriptares, that fet 
forth all the Means of Salvation with 


the greateſt clearncſs; but the Trea- - 
I 2 [ure 
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ſare tobe CarisT, becauſe in Him 
all the Depths of Wiſdom are hid, 
in Him, in a Myſtery, citing this very 
Paſſage of St. Paul, by way of Proof, 
Te emo: HPUL [Lv ''s \AA UE) 2h Tus CET 1 
[ diſſertis verb:s | v0. 44h 72 Tis 0214S Ny Mu Sew 
emonetguuutrns &; TO Nev: hs 

And now give me leave to make 
an Appeal, as he does, [ to all Equi- 
table Perſons, NV. 35.] Whether, by 
as good Reaſon and Authority, 1t 
does not appear, That not only the 
Sence of the Word, but the Things 
we contend for, are recorded in SCri- 
pture, as any he has proJuc'd to the 
contrary ? So that, in truth, we are 
ready to [render up ourſelves] to the 
Voice of Scripture, as well as ſubmit 
the Merits of the Cauſe tot, without 
being influenc'd and carried away by 
ſur! weak PraQtifings as he has ſet 
forth, in a Dialogue that would me- 
rit ſome Stripes, if perforn”d by a 
School-boy, rather than Applauſe, as 
*tis the Product of a pretending Ma- 


frer of Reaſon. See Sect. 36. 


And now TI have done with his 
Scripture-authorities, but cannot pals 


by one Remark of his, which I find 
to 
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to be the chief Improvement that 
graces his Second Edition : [/Vor # ze 
undeſerving our particular Notice, that 
Myttery # here made the diſtinguiſh= 
ins Mark of the Falſe and Antichriſtt- 
an Church ; (See Rev. xvil. 5.) And 
no doubt but as far as any Church allows 
of Myiſterics, /o far it is Antichrijtian, 
and may, nith a great deal of Fuſtice, 
tho* little Honour, claim K ynared with 
the Scarlet Whore, ] Here is a ver 

bold Stricture, and yet a Man wit 

half an tye may diſcern, that his 
Obſervation is as irrational and rid1- 
culous as his Inference ; for Myſtery, 
in this place, I ſuppoſe, would not 
have palYd for a diſtinguiſhing 
Mark, had not her Doctrines and 
Practices merired the other part of 
the Title, iz, The Mother of Har- 
lots, and Abomination of the Earth ; 
had ſhe not held a g9/a2z Cup in her 
Hand, full of Abominations and Filthi- 
neſs of her Fornication, Ver. 4. and 
been drunken with the Blood of the 
Saints, and with the Blood of the Mar- 
tyrs of Jeſus. But as for his Inference, 
+ had he conſulted St, Paz/'s Second 
Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians a little 
| H 3 bet- 
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better, he might have learn'd, that 
there's a Myſtery of Iniquity as well 
as Goalineſs; but perhaps he was un- 
willing to be diſappointed of a mali- 
cious, tho? illogical, Suggeſtion ; he 
might there have inform'd himſelf, 
That it was always the DeviPs Buſi- 
neſs to imitate the True Religion by 
mighty Signs and lying Wonders, if | 
it were poſſiblez,to deceiye the very 
Ele& ; nay, that Aztichrift ſitteth in 
the Temple of Gow, ſhewing himſelf 
that he is Gop, and conſequently he 
muſt pretend to Myſtery with a wit- 
neſs : So that, upon the whole, this 
Gentleman may as well aflign the 
Devil's Miracles for a diſtinguiſhing 
Mark of Antichriſt, and prove the 
true Religion to be nearly related to 
Antichrife, the Scarlet Whore, and 
the Devil, becauſe ſhe proceeds up- 
on the Authority of Miracles : Nay, 
rather we may upon lis Argument 
affirm, That Miracles are a diſtin- 
guiſhing Mark of the true Religion : 
And ſince Aztichriit and the Dewil 
pretend to Mrracles,, the Religion 
they pretend- to muſt be true too. 
Whereas we know rheſeto be Divine 
| SS and 
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and Avthoritative, thoſe Diabolical 
and Uſurped, ſo we pronounce zh 
the Myſtery of Iniquity, that the My- 
ſtery of Godlineſs. 

The next thing that offers itſelf, is, 
the Suffrage of the Primitive Church, 
It's true, there are a great many 
things intervene, whercin he labours 
more to give us a Specimen of Jus 
Wit, than Reaſon: But truly, I 
think, they are both of a piece, tor I 
can diſcover nothing that deſerves a 
ſingle Reflection, much leſs a formal 
Reply. I proceed therefore to the 
Suftrage of the Fathers, to whom he 
makes an Appeal. He tells us in- 
dced, (It is not out of any deference to 
their Tudzments, N. 40.] and there- 
fore we muſt conclude he ſubmits to 
it, becauſe he's perſwaded they pe- 
remptorily declare for his Opinion; 
but I hope to prove the contrary : 
For tho? he confeſles he has beſtow?d 
a great deal of Pains upon *em, yet 
this is ſo far from diſcouraging us 
from entering the Liſt, that I hope 
to make it appear, that his Painsare 
either an Effect of his Tgnorance in 
theſe Authors, or of his Diſhoneſty 
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in ſuppreſſing their Opinions. And, 
firſt, all that he proves out of the Fa- 
thers is, That they have aſlerted 
other Notions of Myſtery than what 
we contend for ; whereas he him 
aſſigns four or fivedifterent Notions; 
and if Claſhick Authors were conful- 
ted, we could produce ſome more : 
and therefore he might as well re- 
je&t one of his own Notions, becauſe 
the Fathers have not mention'd 1t, 
But I find this Author, upon every 
turn, ſhamefully betrays his Reaſon, 
for he knows not whar is incumbent 
upon him to prove, and therefore we 
need not wonder if he proves not his 
main Deſign : Pm ſure he's now to 
prove a Negative, (or that which a- 
mounts to it) it he proves any thing, 
viz, That the Fathers, he cites, no 
where apply the word MysTExY to 
things beyond Humane Comprehen- 
ſion ; or, that thoſe Notions of the 
word Myſtery, which he finds record- 
ed, are deliver'd excluſively of all o- 
thers ; for, it he has neither cited all 
their Notions or Acceptations of the 
word, nor prov'd, that they are ex- 
clufive of all others, he proves no- 
thing 


Properly calPd Myſteries. 1095 
thing againſt the acceptation of the 
word we now contend for ; and if ſo, 
the moſt curſory Reader will pre- 
ſently pronounce, That he mult give 
up the Cauſe, in caſe he fixes it on 
this Iſſue, T mean the Authority of 
Fathers, But becauſe Iwill rake no 
advantage of his weakneſs, I will go 
along with him in his own Inſtances. 
And, 

1:ft, What he cites from Clemeps 
Alexand. concludes nothing ; for, I 
know no Chriſtian that denys the 
Chriſtian Religion to be [ az Illumi 
ation, becauſe it brought hidden thinss 
ts light, and that with reſpect to the 
Moſaick Veil.) But this only proves 
one of his own Notions, that 1s 1n- 
deed aHow*'d by us. But to be ſhort 
with him ; Whereas he has the Face 
to tell us, That ſeveral of thoſe Texts 
of Scripture alledg*d by him, are by this 
Father expounded 6n his ſide, and con-. 
Jequently againit our Notion : I ſhall 
appeal to what has been already ci- 
ted from him, to prove the quite con- 
trary *. IndeedI could ad 


d a great * See þ, 


deal more to diſcover his Judgment 46, 48. 


of thc Inconceivableneſs of certain 
| Ob- 
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Objects of Faith, or Matters of Re” 
velation; and, becauſe Pm engag'd» 
T ſhall produce a few Inſtances: And, 
firſt, where he ſtiles Chriſtianity an 
Illumination, he ſpeaks of the Fulneſs 
of Chriſt, as a Myſtery reveaPd in- 
deed, but the Nature of it known to 
2 very few ; and he proves it from 
the Tncomprehenſible Nature of 
Go D, Strom. lib. G. 'O Vp mots Corti 
x Tay out, xt, my Evotry, 5 &v TE 0a» 
en mggdoJein, &ppnl& Gy Juoraya wnis An 
yet more fully on Moſes's words, 
Exod, 33. ver. 15, Shew me thy Glory; 
Mn +27) d Juxſoy aapes avOpu mov, wnſe prioy T 
©tdy, 4AA'H (Ovn Th me" are drape YIORY: 
2. P. 365. Strom, lib. That is, by 
the Effects of his Power. Again, on 
St. Paul's words, 1 Cor.5. Chriit our 
Paſſover is ſacrificed for us ; Strom. 
lib. Go he obſerves, "Amoegy @&s Agvlas 
OUua 3s O28 Umig gud dz ome Here 
it's evident he argues from the-In- 
omptchenflenech of the Divine 
Nature, and conſequently mult fix 
the My/tery on this Bottom, as well 
as the want of Revelation, Indecd, 
we may juſtly argue 2 majors, from 
the Sence of tlus Father, if the Na- 
| ture 
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ture of the Godhead be,in the Opini. 
 onof this great Man, ſo highly in- 
comprehenſible, how much more 
muſt the Fundamental Article of the 
Chriſtian Religion be ſo, that con- 
ſiſts of the Union of the Divine with 
Human Nature, and conſequently, in 
a proper ſence,yſterions. Sec N.42. 
Thus much for Str, Clezzczt ; the 
next Authority 15 TJaſfiz Martyr , 
which concludes nothing to his pur- 
poſe : For, Firſt, he only uſes the 
Word in a looſe Sence, and not ex 
cluſive of any other fignification ; and 
if this may be an Argument againlt 


= = O 
that Sence which this Reaſoner de- 


claims againſt, it will be ſo againſt 


others, which he has exprelly aſ- 
ſigned. This may ſerve for a ſufh. 
ctent Return to the next Paragraph, 
where Tertullian. {tiles all Relizioms 
Rites, or Ats of Worſhip, Myſteries , 
which among the Heathens were ge- 
nerally kept ſecret : yet, tho? this be 
an allowed Sence of the Word, it 
can be no Argument, but that 1;- 
ſtery, even in Tertulliax's time, was 
apply*d to Things in *emſelves ab- 
{truce or incomprehenſiblc, Of the 
{ame 
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ſame ſtamp are his Arguments from 
Origez, which prove no more than 
what all ſides own, viz. that Myſte- 
ry, in a vulgar, or more looſe Sence, 
15 put for Symbols, Types, Or any ab- 
ſtrule or ſacred Matter, N. 44. 

Certainly, had this Gertlemar 
conſulted any other Pzeces of this 
Learned Father, he might have 1n- 
ftorn?d himſelf, that he ules Myſtery 
even in Divize Matters, tor Things 
that are to us incomprehenlible. 
Thus,in the forecited Paſlage, ſpeak- 
ing of the Thing as it now 15, he ex- 
preſles himſelf, AaDX5UPULUut;e voutuare The 
Agia; A (49; npie ameterg/ aut ns X, TW Kots 
[Ur Sazpra. See pag. 6.] 

Again, onthe Words of our Savi- 
our, Mat. xix. 24, 26. he obſerves, 
That G OD was able to make a Ca- 
mel pals thro? an Eye of a Needle ; 
and-yct no one but God or Chriſt, 
or he to whom he {hall reveal it, is 
able to comprehend it, T# dy 2 71g7- 
T7. TON 6 W435 Jupzra, ds ay ed\av, ”, 
6 yeusds uns ) © wiv ammtantnby o UG omg. 
Afterwards he challenges any Man 
to Illuſtrate or Explain ſuch Myſte- 
ries ; being Things only compre- 
hencded 
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hended, as well as performed, by 
G O D, "Et + 2129p 1 Tu y|a 7 T&:15E017 TEAL® 


[ , ES e U I , £ _ 
Lanve VUSHEL, I, 7 TANG * or7a dig mey our 


$46 190; 0 Soy2TO}s ii 1, 6 1d $Z&Te7nlo, 
Pas. 352.-1 Vol. 

But now W tit cloſe of this Para- 
graph, he thinks he ſufficiently ex- 
plodes our Notion of M;/fery, when 
he tells us Origex [ was far from 
thinking any Doctrine of our Religion 
a Myſtery, i» the preſent Sence of the 
Word, that he exprefly affirms th:m to 
agree all with common Notions, ana to 
commend themſelves to the Aſſent of 
every well-diſpo.d Hearer, ] This 
truly looks very plauſible ; but Pm 
perlwaded, Orzzen, in making good 
this Aſſertion, will run counter to the 
Notions of this Indefatigable Reaſo- 
aer : For Firſt, It's well known, 
who the Holy Father was engaged 
with, a Learned Heathen, who had 
formed an ObjeQtion, That the Chri- 
ſtians were to believe Things, tho? 
in themſelves never ſoabſurd or ridi- 
culous ; and therefore it was his bu- 
 ſineſs to take off the Objection, by 
ſhadowing forth the Reaſonable- 
neſs of every DoQrine : He begins 
with 
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ſame ſtamp are his Arguinents from 
Orizea, which prove No more than 
Ny Bar zl1 des own, viz, that 1; /te- 
rj, 11 4 vulgar, Or MOTC ” 0c SURCE, 
13 put for Sy ubols, ['ypts, any au- 
ſtrule or [154.4 deere. Ne 44. 

Certunaly, had tit G-atlumin 
conſulted any oricr Fees i 11s 
Learncd Father, he migic have 1n- 
ford himitlf, that he uits 3yftery 
EVEN 1N Divine AMatiers, tor Tiungs 
that are to us incomprehentible. 
Thus,in the torcciced Patlage, ſpeak- 
ing of the 'T Ming as-1t BOW 15, he cX- 
preſſes him{c! «A OASHLUL1E jel Ths 
Pg; &y LY, wolf OTE HE WS A its ct os 
[Cz Supra, SEC Any 6.] 

Again, on the Words of our Savi- 
our, A:t. xix. 24, 26. he odſerves, 
Thar G OD was able to make a Ca- 
mel pals tio? an Eje of 2 ."eeate ; 
and yct no one but God 's 8, rift, 
or he to whom ie fit reve. l it, iS 
2ble ro Pas it, Tis ty Tg 
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Afterwards he cho! lenges any Man 
to Illuſtrate or Explain ſuch My/te- 
ries ; being Things only compre- 

hend cd 
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hended, as well as performed, by 


' » oP be - m_ j 
G CJ 1), Cf EV M2 text TE ule ES TEA (® 
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But row @ the cloſe of this Para- 
oraph, he thinks he ſuſhciently ex- 
plodes our Notton of IT, fer; Wien 
Iz tells us Orivcs [ 134 {ir [7018 
thinkin? any Lo: 17 ZFC 0; W7 F Netts; *0:2 
a My (ter Y9 4 ; the pr. fem Jeiice of "the 
Word, "ty bc expr. UW aeries IVE 2 to 


kl HEE chemfolrs ues 10 thi A [ow of 
every well-a;ſpos'd Hearer, J I's 
truly looks very plaulible ; bur Pm 
periwaded, Or:2ez, in making good 
this Aſlertion, w 311 run counter to the 
Nottons of this Indefatigable Reaſo- 
27 + For Firſt, It's well known, 
who the Holy Father was engaged 
with, a Learned Heathen, w ho had 
formed an Objection, That the Chri- 
ſtians were to believe Things, tho? 
in themſelvesnever ſoablurd or ridi- 
culous ; and therefore it was his bu- 
iincſs to take oft the Objettion, by 
{ſhadowing forth the Reaſonable- 
neſs of everv Doctrine : He begins 
with 
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with the DoQrines of Natural Re- 
lIigion, the Being of a God, and 
our Love towards him ; but when 
he comes to the Myſtery of our Savi- 
var's Incarnation, he makes a ſtand, 


. and repeats Celſus*s ObM&ion, viz. 


v7t 4 IFpnT%y owuar & wa Wiy veuiloury, Ky © 
TET5n% Mefiy hontuey. The Anſwer 1s 
remarkable ; for it evinces the Divi- 
nity and Incarnation of our bleſſed 
Saviour, as a ſtanding Doctrine of 
the Chriſtian Church, to the Eter- 
nal Confuſion of all Soc:z7ax Preten- 
ces to Antiquity. Let our Acceſers 
know, that we (as it were ſpeaking 
the Sence of the Chriſtian Church) 
do not only think, but are fully per- 
{waded, that he 15 Originally, or in 
the Beginning GOD, and the Son of 
GOD ; nay, he 1s the Subſtanrial 
Word, Wiſdom, and Truth ; and 
as for his Mortal Body, and Human 
Soul, we attribute the greateſt Things 
toit; in as much as a molt exact 
and compleat Union with his Divi- 
nity, 1t obtains a kind of Divinity ; 
jo that we may {Hl! treat our Bleſſed 
Saviour, GOD and Man, (as GOD) 
with the higheſt Acts of Divine 
Worſhip. 
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Worſhip. His words are theſe : 
19x77, el TyuaToV}t; A wv WE pegaifoulty 2 Mts 
Te.7 04 agn Jv t!) ©58y, x; rev Orr, v7 6 
a/19a9y©& 2; n HS 102, x) 1 27M) YUMA 79 fs 
Donriv ers wut, £3 Ty dibo<riymy © durÞ 
Al1.niv Ta rs ExEP Es MSP IP KEW Crier ©: & £1.94 4k 
y\ dvat9aTH, 7H WY IT 27 WEV WETAAN34y 2), 2 
755 *heirs Semi] Of K:0 yarn Ty els © Jy us a- 
Er Enuguo. es 

You ſee the great Delign of the 
Apologiſt is to repreſent how ſuch 
Honour and Dignity is derived upon . 
the Humanity of our Saviour, and 
conſequently the Reaſonableneſs of 
paying Divine Worſhip to him even 
as Gav-Man, or God Incarnate; and 
purſuant tothis, to juſtifie thoſe Ho- 
nours that accrew to the Body of our 
Saviour, he appeals to the Natural! 
Tranſmutations of Matter, whereby 
Bodies are often highly refind and 
1mprov*d, and then ingenioully con- 
cludes, Why ſhould not the Infinite 
Power of GOD therefore be able to 
change the Mortal Body of Teſws ? 
5 effeercy 4) Feit TOUOTNTH. 

Thus we ſee how, out of Igno- 
rance, or a worſe Principle, the Di- 
{puter of this World (tor the Title 
belongs to him, tho? not ſo deſerved- 


ly 
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ly asthoſe on whom St. Paul beſtows 
it) has Miſrepreſented the Sence of 
this great Man, whoſe main Delign 
was, to ſhew the Reaſonableneſs of 
paying Divine Worſhipro the Blefſed 
Feſus; and this he ſufficiently per- 
torn'd, by aſſerting his Divinity, but 
he did not attempt to demonſtrate 
the Modzs of the Union of the two 
Natures by common Notions. He 
has indeed expreſly aflerted our Sa- 
viour's Divinity, as well as Humani- 
ty, in the higheſt Notion of it ; and 
I defie this profound Realoner to 
ſtate the Union of both Natures by 
common Ideas or Notions, much leſs 
to give us as familiar an Idea of 1t as 
we have of Wood or Stone. Till he 
has done this, he trifles, and we ſhall 
{ti]] believe that our Savionr's Incar- 
nation 1s thus far a My/tezy. Thus we 
have turn'd thoſe very Fathers he 
moſt relies on againſt him ; and tho? 
he has the Confidence to fix a pe- 
remptory Challenge upon the Wri- 
tings of the three firſt Centuries, I 
could produce as much more, had I 
not a regard to my own Time, and 
that of the Reader's, which oughr 

ro” 
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to be a ſufficient Conſideration with 
every Man, to prevent him from en- 
gaging in Impertinences, or dwelling 
too long where Neceſſity does not re- 
quire it : I ſhall therefore only beg 
Leave to add the Judgment of Ire- 
nes, St autem omnium que itt 
Scripturis requirantur abſolationes non 
poſſamus invenire, -— credere autem 
hec talia debemus Deo, qui & nos fe- 
cit ; rettiſſime ſcientes, quia Scripture 
quidem perfeFe ſunt, quippe 4 verbo 
Dei & Spiritu ejus dicts : Nos autem 
ſecundum quod minores ſumus & noviſ- 
ſimi a werbo Dei & Spiritu ejus, ſcien- 
ri4 myſteriorum ejus indigemus ; & non 
mirum et, ſi in ſþiritualibus caleſtibus, 
& in his que habent Revelari hoc pati- 
mMur 10s, quandoquidem eorum que a4n- 
te pedes fig — que & conteruntur 4 
nobis, & videntur & ſunt nobiſcum, 
multa fugerunt noſtram ſcientiam, & 
Deo hec ipſa committimus; — Si ergo 
& in rebus creature, quedam quidens 
eorum adjacent Deo, quedam aurem & 
in noſtram wenerunt ſcientiam, quid 
mali ef, ſi & eorum que in Scripturis 
requirantur, untverſis Scripturu Spiri- 
tualibus . exiſtentibus, quedam quidens 


I ab- 
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abſolvamnas ſecundum gratiam Det ; 
quedam aurem commendemus Deo, & 
non ſolum in hoc ſaculo, ſed in futuro, 
ut ſemper quidem Deus doceat, homo au- 
tem ſemper diſcat, que ſunt a Deo? 
{ Here, by way of Confirmation, he 
Cites St. Paul, 1 Cor. Xiil. v.13.] Sew- 
per enim fides que et ad magiſirum 
noſtrum permanet firma, aſſeverans n6- 
bis, quoniam ſolus vere Deus, [and at- 
terwards concludes] fi fecundum hunc 
modum quem diximus, quadam quidem 
queſtionum Deo commiſerimus, & fi- 
dem noſtram ſervabimus,@ omnis Scri- 
ptutra ideo nobis data, conſonans nobis 
zvenietur. Lib. 2. Adv. Har. cap. 
47. Ed. Eraſ: T have cited this at 
large, becauſe FT find every thing 
agrecable to the Hypotheſis I have 
hitherto advanced. As, 

1, Myſtery 1s indiſputably a 
ply*d to reveaPd Truths, beyond the 
reach of Humane Comprehenſion. 

2aly, Such reveaPd Truths appa- 
rently deliver*d in Scripture, are not 
to be rejected; becauſe we cannot re- 
ſolve the Difficulties that ſeem to 
accompany-the Belief of ?em, but to 
embrace *em as the Word of Go D, 

Ic 
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and conſequently as founded in inh- 
nite Wiſdom and Veracity. 

 3dly, Our Unskilfulneſs, not to ſay 
Inabilities, in comprehending Ob- 
jets of Sence, or Phyſical Matters, is 
made an Argument, that there are 
Myſteries in Matters of Revelation. 

| Thave hitherto confin'd my ſelf to 
his Rule, z. e. the Fathers of the 
Three Firſt Centuries ; but truly I 
can ſee no juſt reaſon why the Fas 
thers of after-Ages may not be ad- 
mitted into the preſent Controverlſiey 
at leaſt as Witneſles , if not Judges, 
Pm ſure there can nothing abſtract, 
but his groundleſs Fiftion of a gene« 
ral Combination, to reſolve all Rel;- 
gion into Myſtery :- For, as for the re- 
ceived Uſe or Signification of the 
Word, certainly after-Ages may be 
as competent Judges as thoſe of the 
Firſt Century : And, as for the Con- 
troverſie itſelf, Whether there's any 
Doctrine in Chriſtianity »»yſteriow , 
certainly that Age ought to be ap- 
peald to, that had a more ſpecial oc- 
caſion to bring the Controverſie up- 
on the Stage, and this the Arriar 
Age, and thole that follow'd it ; for, 
I 2 ut 
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in this Age it's well known, thoſe Do- 
Qtrines we contend, are myſterious, 
were more nicely controverted, T 
ſhall therefore add to thoſe Paſlages 
already cited, a few more, which 
prove the Ulſe of the word to be ap- 
ply'd to things incomprehenſible; 
and that there are Dottrines in Chri- 
{tianity pronounced Myſteries, and 
that too for the Incomprehenſibleneſs 
of *em. The firſt I ſhall inſtance in 
is Diony/. Areop. where in one place 
he deſcribes our Saviour*s Incarnati- 
ON, bcapyuiy T's dplty]s keorrafdes pulley, 
Cap. 4. 42 C leſt, Flierarch, Tnano- 
ther place, WNAL Y To mos Verdoweaes Mer 
yiu)oy, 1 nal nuds Ins Damage, x; "Appnrts 
TT: Ny@ mT, x) dyvosC& vs mn, x ww 
T6 aewricw Tay agobura my dyyiroy, x) T 
uy dySerxd; emnulna punmtGs mech QaKey, 
Set. 9. Cap. 2. de Divinis Nomin. 
The ſecond Inſtance is from a Tra 
entitPd, Expoſitio Fidei , rejeted 
indeed as a Piece of Faſtin» Martyr ; 
yet from Leoztix's, and other conclu- 
ding Arguments, juſtly efteem*d to 
be the ProduCt of the Arriaz Age: 
He ſtiles the Unity and Trinity, 
'amijpilor, and confeſles it cannot be 

uns 
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unfolded by Words, y26n 7 maivy onge 
7 jvrsvre, and upon the Incarnation 
of Chrilt, © uy £50 vTavTL £m TMpHOW, TOTS 
7% uuonels Xermardy dvarego 73 Wabpa, in 
<3 vir Sf or af x27 ny x ions quotes 3 


And in ſuch deep Reſearch, at laſt, 


concludes with this Rule : Teop:eeni; 
(nleuevors Emiuny asJ ory Ty Tice 

And now we may conclude this 
Chapter much in the ſame ftrain that 
he does NV.'45. I do not find but 
[the Fathers of the three firit Centaries 
have exadtly the ſame Notions of My- 
{tery, 4s well as thoſe that follow them, ] 
and for an Allay to his Jealouſfies, 1 
think they are pretty conſiſtent as 
well as unanimous ; but then this 
Conſiſtency and Unanimity happens 
to be againſt a trifling Reaſoner, and 
therefore I muſt take the Reverſe to 
his concluding Period, [ and juſtly 
hope, by this time, the Cauſe of Incom- 
prehenſible and Inconcetvable, or My- 
ſteries in» Religion, will be more zea- 
louſly maintain?d by all that ſincerely re- 

fect Fathers, Scripture, or Reaſon. ] 
I come now to the Fourth Chapt, 
Se. 3. which is an Anſwer to ſome 
AIPEs-ONCns, and mans 
3 Y 


ET7 


- -S 4 _ > 4 $I ——_ - = 
—- - _ —— - = 2. 
” ” ” # A >. = as -y Fe _ = 


118 CertainChriſtian Doftrines, 


ly from the Nature of Faith. IT now 
ind this Diſcourſe {wells upon me 
beyond ExpeQations; and therefore, 
as for the Scripture-paſſages cited by 
him, tho? there is more in *em than 
he has ſuggeſted, yet I ſhall paſs*em, 
eſpecially bocanls I think the Merits 
of the Cauſe does by no means turn 
upon *em : I ſhall therefore take up 
tis Friend's Arguments concerning 
the Nature of Faith, and try if he 
may not be compePd by dint of Ar- 
gument, ſince he would not embrace 
the Advice of his Friend, N..51. 
And firſt, As for what he has de- 
livered, N.-52, 53. I find nothing 
but what has already received an 
Anſwer, [particularly what is cited, 
Sect.2. c.2, & 7.] or at leaſt,but what 
amounts to no more than will be 
concluded by what Pm' going to 
offer; and therefgre he may take 
It for a full, or competent Anſwer, 
viz, Reaſon is a neceſſary Hand- 
maid, or Inſtrument of Faith ; in- 
ſomuch, that we muſt believe upon 
Rational Motives and Convidtions ; 
And thus far, I know no Son of the 
Church of Ezgland, that will _ 
S -:; -- om 
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from him. As for what is delivered, 
N. 54. '[That Faith conſiſts of two 
parts, Kyoowledge and Aſſent.] Ithink 
noone will be ſo abſurd to deny it ; 
for Pm perſwaded there can be no 
Aſent without Knowledge : 'There- 
fore, in a word, had I known his 
Deſign, I ſhould have excuſed the la- 
bour of cifing ſo many Texts to 
prove it, and in a few words grant, 
That in thoſe things we call the pure 
Credenda of Religion, we are at leait 
to know ſo much, as will enable ws to 
form an Imperfett Idea of what it is 
God propoſes to our Belief ; but it does 
not imply ſuch a Kyzowleage, as enables 
to unravel and comprehend the whole 
Nature of the Objett, or the wery 
Modes of its Exiſtence, or Properties ; 
or much leſs, give a Rationale of every 
thing that belongs to it. No, if we 
know as much as inſtructs us what 
it is God propoſes to our Belief, we 
ſubmit all the Difficulties that may 
ariſe from the Belief of it, to God's 
Power and Wiſdom, and yield an 
Aﬀent (notwithſtanding ſome ſeem- 


ing Abſurdities) upon the Infinite 


VYeracity of God. This diſtinguiſheth 
: I 4 Faith 
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Faith from a bare rational Afent in 
common Matters ; and all thus 1s 
conſiſtent with what he has deliver- 
ed, N. 55, 56. and therefore I ſhall 
not ingage in a particular Examina- 
tion of what is there offered. To 
proceed then in order to a clear Des 
monſtration of this Notion of Faith, 
T ſhall not conſider the Caſe of A- 
brahaw's Faith (being the next thing 
that offers it ſelf) but ſhall inſtance 
in the Belief of the Creation : Thro? 
Faith we underſtand, that the 
Worlds were framed by the Word 
of God; fo that Things which are 
ſeen, were made of Things which 
do not appear, Heb. x1. v. 3, Here 
1 think isa vaſt difference between 
God's creative Power, in raiſing the 
World out of nothing, aad reſtoring 
a dead Perſon to Life again, before 
the corruptible part was any wile 
diſſolved. Indeed Icannot conceive 
how we can form an Idea of the poſ- 
{!>;\iry of ſuch a ProduQtion ; that 
Cod ſhould raiſe ſo vaft a ſtock of 
Marter, even all created Nature, and - 
every thing that we can form any to» 
lerable Ideas of, and yet without as 


ny 
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ny Materials to work upon, can ne- 
ver be comprehended. The Plato- 
nit ſuppoſed a Soul ro the World, 
and the Ariſtotelian a firſt Mover,but 
could never give any tolerable 
account of the Riſe of Mundane 
Matter, without making it eternal. 
In ſhort, they always taught, That 
an Apent neceſſarily ſuppoſes a Pari- 
ent really diſtinct trom the Patient, 
eſpecially in external Actions : And 
we know in Numbers it's univerſal- 
ly true, Ex nihilo nihil eft, And we 
can conceive no otherwiſe in Nature, 
at leaſt the Reaſoner cannot on his 
Principles pretend to it ; for he tells 
' us, wecan form no manner cf Idea 
of nothing ; and therefore how it is 
poſſible to form an Idea of the Cre- 
ation by common Ideas, when all 
our Ideas take their riſe from Crea- 
ted Beings, even that of the Infinite 
and Eternal Being, are reſembled by 
ObjeQts of his own production. It's 
true, we ſay this is an effeCQt of Infi- 


nite Power, but we have no notion 


of the Thing, unleſs we apply Infi- 
nite Power to that which is the Sub- 
je&t of it, whuch is nothing into e- 


very 
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very thing ; and when all is done,we 
form an Idea of this Infinite Power, 
purely by the Effects of it in Finite 
Beings : So that upon the whole, it's 
evident, the Belief of the Creation, 
(that implys a Production of all 
things out of nothing) is an Obje& 
that exceeds Humane Comprehenſi- 
on ; and conſequently we may con- 
clude, that Faith (which yields an 
Aſſent to the DoQtrine of the Creati- 
on) often implys an Aſſent to a 
Thing that contains ſomething in it, 
that 1s Incomprehenſible. And in- 
deed, that Objects of Faith contain 
Things that exceed Humane Com- 
prehenfion, 15 a Truth ſo indiſputa- 
ble, that Faith jn the Judgment of 
the Primitive Church-Writers, was 
on this account diſtinguiſhed from 
Knowledge or Science. :* It's true ; 
© In all Objects of Faith, we are to 
* know ſo much of *em, as to direCt 
© us what it is God propoſes to our 
© Belief, And Secondly, We are to 
* believe, That it is God that propo- 
* ſes *7em. Thirdly, In all AQts of 
« Faith we are to yield an Aﬀent to 
* the Truth,or Being of Things ; os 

| «thi 
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* this ſuppoſes, that we have formed 
* at leaſt an imperfe& Idea of their 
* Nature ; but for the Quomods ſint, 
* that is, for the Manner of their Be- 
*ing, or Exiſtence, that may be an 
p as of Knowledge, or Science, but 
* not of Faith; ſo that if ſeemin 
* ContradiQtions or Abſurdities ariſc 
* onthis/ account, and conſequently 
*are thus far juſtly Incomprehenſi- 
© ble, Faith throws us upon the Infi- 
* nite Veracity of God. All this I 
ſhall endeavour to confirm by the 
I of the Primitive Church. 
And, 
Firit, The Paſlage already cited 
from Ireneus manifeſtly inſtructs us, 
That there are Difficulties and My- 
STERIES in Revealed Truths, which 
Humane Reaſon cannot comprehend, 
and obliges us to commit all ſuch 
Matters to GOD, becauſe they were 
delivered by his Word and Spirit ; 
and what is this, but to embrace and 
believe upon his Infinite Veracity ? 
And at laſt concludes, That it we 
obſerve the Method, Fidem noſtram 
fervabimus, & omnis Scriptura a Deo 
nobis data, conſonans nobis — : 
ZI oes 
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Does not this imply, that there are 
things contained in Matters of Faith, 
that are Incomprehenſible ? Yea, ra- 
ther that all ſeeming Difficulties, or 
Abſurdities that ariſe from *em,when 
ſcannd by common Notions, or I- 
deas, are to be committed to God as 
the beſt Expedient to preſerve a right 
Faith, ſee Pay. 64, But, 

Secondly, Clemens Alexand, ſecms 
to ſtate the Notion of Faith more 
clearly, in oppoſition to Science ; 
And firſt he fixes the Foundation of 
Faith in the Word of GOD, or the 
Holy Scriptures, and repreſents it as 
an Irrefragible Foundation, that car- 
ries the higheſt Demonſtration 1n it ; 
and that weare to enquire no further 
than Ipſe dixir, upon which he ad- 
vances this Maxim, *axite 33 5 aiy&; 
o Ie emotions, TW About, gmSuoe — Ot29- 
And to let us ſee how far he extends 
it, he inſtances in the fore-cited Pal- 
ſage to the Heb. Cap. xit. v.12. and 
thence proceeds to ſtate the Diffe- 
rence between Sczexce and Faith,thus, 
I ev 3D Garcnun Gfts amodurnmnih,y mas Is ydes 
& dvamdiinzwy, Vid, Stro, Lib, 2, 
P.362, 3,4. and in his 5th Book he's 
more 
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more full, 6 amigo) Cr mpgxans ive n wigs 
nuts us &» ovgie drew mwy, a>” ty doyd ur O58 
TH {Oyny dvav F amoditeur, dd Ning Tis Tiras 
ite Ivveuiry. Here we lee, Faith is 
reſolved into the Infinite Power and 
Veracity of G O D; inſomuch, that 
we are obliged to believe, as ſoon as 
we know it to be the Word of GOD, 
or as ſoon as we know GOD propo- 
ſes any thing to our Belief: Here we 
find Science and Faith oppoſed, the 
one requiring Demonſtration or Ar- 
guments, drawn from the Nature of 
theThing ; the other,not ſo : There- 
fore we muſt conclude, That if Gop 
propoſes any thing toour Belief, that 
contains Matters incomprehenſible, 
or not reconcileable with common 
Notions; Faith, in the Opiztoz of this 
Father,will command an 4ſſezt; inſo- 
much, that his Infinite Power and Ve- 
racity muſt over-ballance all ſeeming 
Abſurdities and Contradictions. 

But to conclude this Argument, I 
ſhall produce the Judgment of St. 
Chryſoſtom : Thus he afſigns the 
Reaſon, why the Natural Man can- 
not receive the Things that be of 
GOD, 1 Cor. 1. v. 14. v:z, For the 
Im- 
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Immenſity oftheThings*emſelves,far 
exceeding the Comprehenfion of the 
moſt Improved Reaſon ; and for the 
want of Faith, TETE1 om migeus dei Te 
At Utya, x) Nbgpts dv]d talanalay 5k wvh; VG" 
Caiyer » dv]&y 78 wh) © Gy TmorAs TH met © 
Tis nusTicgs Mayoias Ply fulincar, Flom, 7. 


And upon the Article of the Crea- 


tion, Heb.xi.v.3.he tells us, The Mind 
that is prepared for the Reception 
of Faith, muſt be ma I#mpCanions 
1if]e x, mv dicyeyeiay F A017 WAy Ty «v0e5- 
nivoy mg:gy0uiyus ; ſhe mult be elevated 
above Sence, and all ſenſible Objects; 
and paſs over the Weakneſs of Hu- 
mane Reaſonings ; and afterwards, 
Whereas, ſays he, Faith is vilified as 
a Thing that 1s void of Demonſtra- 
tion, dremdenry Tp&yua; Or rather, a 
Thing full of Folly, & & muTYs HAXAOY ON 
the Apoſtle ſhews us inrhis oneInſtance, 
on Te witch de mStos x) 3 Id nouruiy xelop- 
$7312: ; for the very Article, ſays he, 
is not eſtabliſhed by Reaſon , but 
rather the contrary, 5 w#s 33a-37wds tdi 
Cd A).4 TOUETI, AAAG TEAY toy. Hom. 22. 
In Epift. Heb. 

Again we find him deſcribing 
Faith under the very ſame Notion, 
Flow. 
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Hom. 2 j- in Ter. Johan. where, up- 
on Nichodemus's Words, Flow can 4 
Man be born when he is old? v. 4. 
he obſerves, I 5 | ms xn] F s og0des 
mowviyoy Egiy iaemippnas Fo amo tis im. 
Upon which he enlarges, and tells 
us, It is the Queſtion of Hereticks 
upon the Incarnation of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, (demanding, ms $0z0xw)n ws 
ti) that by the weakneſs of com- 
mon Notions, or Reaſonings, de- 
ſtroy his Immenſe Nature, & 7# 7 %- 
XE@v AOHTUDy ag Yieveig, Thy d MUENY CHEN aume= 
pdanuyles ioiayz and at laſt concludes, 
Fhat ſuch PraQtices, or Queſtions, 
Tis aiStms MI] au Ths Oli And on the 
Second Part of the Queſtion, abour 
entring the Womb a Second time, 
he obſerves, When a Man proceeds 
upon common Notions, or Reaſon- 
ings in Spiritual Matters, and does 
not receive the Dictates of Faith , 
x Wit Nigam Thy Tis Tis*ws ovytalationy 
He talks like a Drunken or Mad- 
man, uttering the moſt abſurd and 
ridiculous things. 

And now, certainly, we may con- 
clude, what St. Chryſoſtow's Notion 
of Faith was, without drawing In- 

ferences 
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ferences ; and that it every way a- 
grees with that of Clemens Alexan: 
arinus: It's therefore maniteſt, Faith 
is diſtinguiſhed from Knowledge, or 
Science, not only as the Objects of it 
are Matters of Revelation, but as 
they contain Things that are incom- 
prehenſible ; and yet it yields an Af- 
{ent upon the Infinite Veracity of the 
Word of GOD : Pm ſure this Great 
Man has dropt ſuch unlucky Words 
againſt our Adver/arys Principles, or 
his Methods of Examining Divine 
Truths, as if he were riſen from the 
Dead, and were preparing to accuſe 
him of Hereſte, or ſome {ly Maxims 
that look that way. T ſhould there- 
fore adviſe him to weigh the Opini- 
on of ſo Great a Perſon, before he 
advances too far : and yet, when I 
conſider what ſevere Cenſures he has 
paſt upon the Writers of this Age, I 
deſpair of Succels in giving Advice in 
this kind ; for I cannot think he'll 
ever be perſwaded to take his Mea- 
{ures of Faith, from an Age, or any 
Writer in it, when he makes em, as 
it were, to have entred into a League 
to turn all Religion into Myſtery E 
an 
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and tlus another to be Name for [»- 
poſture, or Prieſtcraft : It this be truc, 
to be inſtructed by ſuch a Race of 
Men, 1s, 1n plain Ezeliſh, to take 
up one's Faith from thoſe that have 
fallen away from the Faith ; bur 
of this I ſhall ſay more in the laſt 
Chapter. 

To return then : It's now abun- 
dantly evident, that the Notion-of 
Faith which we now contend for, 4s 
not a Thing contrived to advance a 
particular Hypotheſis, or ſerve a par- 
ticular Deſign, but by no means ſuch 
a one as he ſuggeſts, viz. [To ſtop 
the Mouths of ſuch as dzmaxd a Reaſon 
where n0xe can be given, and to keep as 
many in Tanorance, as Intereft ſhall 
think convenient. See N.48.] But] 
hope an Impartial Reader will find 
it eſtabliſh'd upon a good Foundati- 
on, or in a word, upon ſuch Reaſons 
as he 15 not able to ſubvert or remove ; 
beſide, if it be a Contrivance, we 
have this Apology, that it is not a 
ate Forgery, ſince we have traced 
it almoſt as far as any Eccleſiaſtical 
Records, (beſides thoſe of Scripture) 
admit of ; and this 1s a confiderablz 

IN Pre- 
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Preſumprion of the Tnjultice of ſuch 
foul-mouthed Alperſions/nill he gives 
us a better Set of Arguments to re- 
move it ; which 15 the next Fhing 
that ſhould be cxzamined : but truly 
there appears ſo little in *em, that I 
think they ſcarce deſerve a diſtin&t 
Examination : 

The Firlt is, [ If Faith were z0t 4 
P' rſwaſion reſulting from the previous 
K, 'o-rledge and Comprehenſion of the 
u hinz believed, there could be no De- 
grees nor Differences of it, ] Now 
F:rſt, It's manifeſt, the Argument is 
advanced on a falſe Suppolitwn, (and 
tl at which runs thro? all kis Obſer- 
vations) viz, Fhat we deny atl De- 
grees of a'previous Knowledge of the 
Obhjcit ; whereas we ſay, there muſt 
be at leaſt ſuch a previous knowledge 
of the Object, as1nf{tructs us what it 
is G OP propoſes to our Bel:et ; but 
theres no neceſſity of Comprehend- 
ing the Ablotute Nature of the 
Thing, fo as to be able to give a 
Rationale of every Thing that really 
beloags tot; and that too, by trying 
1t by common Notions. And more- 
over, we ſay, the difterent Degrees 
nf 
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Jof Faith, do by no means riſe from 


ſuch a Comprehenſive Knowledge : 
No, when once we know what GOD 
propoſes to our Beliet, the Degrees 
of Faith ariſe trom the Application 
of GOD's Veracity to our Minds 
and Conſciences ; it the Mind 1s po{- 
ſciled with a deep Sence of it, as to 
engage us to place an abſolute Conki- 
dence in it, tho? we cannot form a 
Rationale of the T hing, yet we may 
embrace it with the highelt Degrees 
of Faith : Pm ſure, this 1s the Doctrine 
which [ 7his Man of Reaſoz ] might 
have learn'd from S. Paul, in the Caſe 
of Abraham, Who 4g init Hope, Lelie- 


ved 13 Hope, =- af }o by bein not weak in 


Faith, hz conſidergd not his own Body 
now dead, nor yet rhe Deadneſs of Sa- 
14's Womb : be ſtazgered not at the 
Promiſe thro? Unbe lief, but was firons 
in Faith, giving Glory to GOD, and 
Leing fully perſwaded, es what he had 
promiſed he was alſo alle to perform ; 
and therefore it 'was imputed to him 
for Righteouſneſs; Rom. iv. 28, 19, 
20,2TL. 

2d Arg. [ The Subject of Faith 


mul be intelli, 119le to al! , ſerece th? Be- 
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lief thereof is commanaed under no leſs 


a Penalty than Damnation, | As tor | 


the Intelligibleneſs of Objects of 


Faith, I have already ſtated how far | 


that is neceſſary ; but, with Submiſſh- 
on, I think the Sin and Damnation of 
Unbelief, ariſes, not becauſe GOD 
has furniſh'd us with a perfect Ra- 
zi0aale of the Nature of every -Ob- 
jet of Faith, and we reject it ; but 
becauſe he hath furniſh'd us with 


Means ſufficient to know what he 


hath propoſed to our Belief, and to 
know that he hath propoſed them, 
and we will fully reject *em ; and 
conſequently what he propoſes : but 
more eſpecially, becauſe he hath 
aſſerted the Truth of %*em, by 
the higheſt Demonſtrations of the 
Spirit, in mighty Signs and Won- 
ders : This was the Caſe of the 
Jews; but now ye ſay, Ye ſee, there- 
tore your Sin remaineth. 

4th Arg. [Except Faith ſronifies an 
Tatelligible Perſwaſton,” we cannot give 
others a Reaſon of the Hope that is in 
#5, ] The Inference is apparently 
falſe ; for we certainly give a Rea- 


ſon ( and that too, according to the : 


Mind 


F roperly calPd Myſteries. 


Mind of St. Peter) of any Article of 
I Faith, when we prove that it is Re- 
I:caled by GOD, and that we yield 
Jn Allent to the Truth of it (tho? we 


13) 


an20t remove every Difficulty that . 


may ariſe from it) upon the Autho- 
rity of Infinite Veracity. 

As for his Third, and Fifth Obſer= 
vations, I ſhall Appeal to any un- 
prejudiced Reader, whether there's 
any thing in *em, that deſerves a 


| particular Reply, more than in thoſe 


Obiettions he firſt framed, and then 
anſwered : For as the former prove 
nothing againſt the Incomprehenli- 
bleneſs of Matters of Faith, ſo the 
latter were never advanced, to prove 
the Neceſſity of admitting ſuch Ob- 
jects of Faith. Upon the whole 
then, I think it appears, there are 
Matters of Faith that contain Things 
in*em, which are Incomprehenſible, 
and yet Faith yields an Aſent upon 
the Authority of Infinite Veracity, 
and conſequently it's an uncontroula- 
ble Argument, there are 1My/terzes in 
the Chriſtian Religion, 

The next thing to be conſidered, 
1s, his Reply to the Argument of Mti- 


K 3 racks, 
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racles, Cap. 5. Sed, 3, And, Firſt, 
he entertains you with the Nature of 
a Miracle. And as for the Deſcripti- 
on he gives us, I find, 1n the Main, 
no Reaſon to except againlt it ; after 
this, he guards it with ſome Limita- 
tions : The Firſt of which 1s, That a 
Miracle is not to be admitted contra= 
ry to Reaſon;I ſuppoſe,he means con- 
trary to common Notions, or thoſe 
Idea's which Reaſon has formed 
from 'Sence, Experience, or Inſtru- 
tion. And, no doubt, this is a ve- 
ry juſt Limitation ; © For a Mira- 
cle is performed upon Objects of 
© Senſe; and tis an Addreis to our 
«© Senſes, or a Demonſtration accom- 
* modated to the outward Senſes, 
« by ſome ſenſible Eftes, or Oper:- 
* tions ; and conſequently, nothing 
© is to be admitted as a Miracle, that 
© contradits the Teſtimony of the 
© Senſes : and weare, at leaſt, {o far 
Judges of its poſſibility, that in Caſe 
it manifeſtly contradicts the 'Teſti- 
mony of our Sence, we may jultly 
rank it among Impoſſibilities, and 
reject it as ſuch. But further than 
#1is, I cannot diſcern, that we are 
com 
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competent Judges of the Poſſivility of 
any. Miracle. tor to judge of its Poſſj- 
bility, ſuppoſts'a knowledge of its.c- 
ares : But. this our Aaverſary will nor 
allow.z [For the manner of Miracles, 
(fays he) ts not explicavle. N, 77. 
Thus far we are agreed ; butT 
know ' not how this L: mitat] on, 
much leſs thoſe that follow, a Xt 
the preſent Controverhie. Indeed, 
he. at laſt comes to the Po: int, and 
tells us, [1 /rracles are it ibowe Rea- 


ſon, tho we know athin? of the Mo- 


dus.] But I would ſain know, w ny 
a Thing that contains ſomew har in 
the Nature of i it, which exceeds Hu- 
man Comprehenſion, is not as pro- 
perly above Reaſon, or at's tons, AS 
a Thing (in itlelf intelligible) only 
it lies dormant, becauſe ſhadowet 
thro' a Veil. Pm ſurc, Orjvez tells 
the contrary, Comment, 14 Mat. I9, 
24, 26, ut ſupra, Sec pag, 01, 

But I have expoſed the Folly of 
this Aſſertion in another place. In- 
deed, I ſbould have tured his own 
Arguments upon him, had he not 
prevented me, by reviving 'em 1n 


ſuch a manner, as gives me a vctter 
K 4 ad- 
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advantage over him. We have it 
thus, [ Ar the beainning of my Book, I 
maintained, the Manner, as well as the 


Thing was explicable. But of what ? 
Of Miracles. No, ſurely; but of 


thoſe Do:trines, in Confirmation of 


which the 6Tracles are wrought. Sce N, 
77.] This is truly an unaccountable 
Paradox, Miracles are certainly the 
Demonſtrations of Sence, and conſe- 
quently arc to be ſcann'd and judg'd 
of by common Ideas, even the moſt 
clear and indiſputable, ſuch as reſult 
irom Objects of Sence ; bur it's con- 
cluded, that Matters of Revelation 
are founded on Objects that are Spi- 
ritual and Infinite, and conſequently 
are to us more abſtruſe and incom- 
prehenſible. 

Again, Miracles are a direct and 
1mmediate Addreſs to the Sence and 
Reaſon of Mankind,and are defign'd 
to give an unqueſtionable Credit to 
every reveaPd Truth, ſince they pro- 
cure the 'Teſtimony of Infinite Vera- 
City in the behalf of it ; and there- 
tore, all the Reaſoz and Arenments in 
Nature will direct, that they ſhould 
paſs the ſevereſt Scrutiny. But in 


Mat- 
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Matters of Revelation it's concluded, 
that a great deal reſts upon the Au- 
thority of Infinite Veracity, and this 
depends upon the Evidence of Mira- 
cles; and therefore 11's abſurd to de- 
mand a clearer and more preciſeCom- 
prehenſion of the Nature of reveaPd 
Truths than of Miracles. 

This Gentleman owns, that Z1ira- 
cles are a Confirmation of reveaPd 
1ruths; that 1s, at leaſt, as they are an 
abſolute Atreſtation of their Divine 
Original : And rlus is an uncontroul- 
able Demonſtration of the 'I'ruth of 
them. Indeed Pm periwaded the 
meereſt Novice in Logick will tell 
him, That we are to have, at leaſt, as 
adequate a Knowledge of that which 
is to confirm, as that which 1s confir- 
med by it ; or that the Premiſes are 
to carry as great Evidence 1n em as 
we expect in the Concluſion : There- 
tore it's abſurd to ſay, that the Mods 
of Miracles 1s incxplicable, and the 
Modus of all reveaPd Tzuths not ſo. 
Indeed this Genrleman ſcems to have 
furniſh*'d us with Weapons to fence 
againſt him with the greateſt Advan- 
tage; for if ſuch Poſitions as theſe 
mult 
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muſt paſs for 'Truthyit muſt he Truth 
ina Mhyſter y. And truly, we could 
not have deſird a better Argument 
againſt him; for, it the Modws of 
Objects of Sexce be inexplicable, cer- 
tainly the Modus of reveaPd Truths 
are much more inexplicable ; the Im- 
menſeneſs of whoſe Nature to a Fi- 
nite Mind, renders them 1ncompre- 
rt 
cain, the Modus of Objects of © 
Pas is not to be explaind "4 Ideas 
of the ſame. kind ; much lels, 1s the 
Modus of Infinite and Spiritual Ob- 
jeQs to be explain'd by the Ideas of 
Objects of Sence : ©So that, in a word, 
© ſince Miracles (as Obj edfs of Sence, 
* with reſpeCt to the Modu of *em) 
are ingaplicable, and by conſe- 
© quencFaltly to be eſteen'd above 
y Reaſon, much more are Matters of 
* Revelation, with reſpe& to their 
* Moaas, to be eſtcen'd inexplicable, 
© above Reaſon, and conſequently y- 
flerious. 

I come now to examine, in the laſt 
place, his pretended Hiſtorical Ac- 
count of the Riſe of Myſtery, and the 
Cauſes of it, under this Title, [M/hez, 


why, 


c 
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why, and by whom were Myſteries 
brought iato Chriſtianity, Cap. 6. 
Sect. J.] And tru y I am per{waded 
what has already been deliver?d will 
be efteem*d ( by an 1mpartial Rea- 
der) a ſufftcient Confutation to this 
whole Chapter, (at leaſt it it anſwers 
the Title) without examining any 
Paragraph : However, I think it de- 
ſerves no Anſ\ver, but a ſhort Reply 
to the Title, and that 1s capable of no 
other, but ſuch as we give to an im- 
pertinent Queſtion of the Romaniſts, 
Where was your Religion before 1 u- 
ther? © As to the time when Myſtery 
* was introduc*d, I hope it's ſuffict- 
© ently prov*d to be of the ſame Date 
« with Chriſtianity itſelf, being foun- 
+ ded not in Names or Words only, 
© but in Certain Truths, that are pro- 
* pog'd as Objects of Faith. Pur, 2dly, 
© tor the Perſon by. whom, or thar 
* introduc'd it, Pm perſwaded there's 
* enough offer*d tocharge it upon the 
« Bleſſed Author of the Inſtitution, 
* Laſtly, For the Reaſon why 1/te- 
© ries were introduc'd, I ſhall leave 
©2em to this notable Reaſoner to di- 
+ ſpute it out with the Infinite W1l- 

| * dom 
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* dom of GOD, in not creating Man 
< with larger and more comprehen- 
* ſible Faculties, or not contriving 
© ſome more familiar Method of Re- 
© demption. And now, if what has 
already been deliver'd ſtands. goo1 
againſt this Author, (there being as 
yet no reafon to ſuſpect it) PIl appeal 
toal! the World, whether it does not 
deſtray the malicious Suggeſtions of 
this Chapter, which make Myſtery to 
be a Trick of Pr:eftcraft, contriv*d 
for the ſupport of Secular Grandeur 
and Dominion. | 

Bur, to deſcend to a few Particu- 
lars; He obſerves, (and that too with 
a greatdeal of Contempt and Scorn) 
That the Chriſtian Church initiated 
their Converts ina Way and Method 
not much unlike that of the Heathcn 
World ; which is the moſt he can 
make of all his Allevationus. Now we 
own, the Chriſtian Converts were 
gradually initiated, that they. were 
rank'd in ſeveral Claſſes, and had a 
Dilcipline, and Inſtructions, peculiar 
to each Claſs, and thereupon prohi- 
bited the publication of the ſublimeſt 
Parts of Religion, to any but thoſe 
that 
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that had gone through the inferiour 
Claſſes; and truly, fach Injunctions 


have not only the unqueſtionable 
DiRates of Prudence for their Vindi- 


cation, but Apoſtolick Pra&ice and. 


Approbation ; for *tis the eſtabli{}Pd 
Method with the Hebrew Converts, 
as well as thoſe at Coriztz ; they 
were brought on gradually to Per- 
tection, firlt by Milk, then by ſtrong 
Meats, the one accommodated to 
Babes in Chriſt, the other to thoſe of 
full age ; ſce Heb. v. wer. 12, 13, 14. 
and 1 Coy, 111. 2. where 1t's proba- 
ble the Jewiſþ Converts were hr{t in- 
{tructed in thoſc Scriptures that ſet 
torth the caſieſt parts ot our Saviours 
Ofhiccs, as Prophet, Prieſt, and Kyzg ; 
but afterwards, thoic that aflerted 
Is Divinity, I'm ſure St. Clement 
makes theie Babcs to be the Catechu- 
2ens, Or thole that were inſtructed 
in the Catechiſtick Parts of Chriſtia- 
nity; but the Perfect, thoſe thar 
were inſtructed in the ſublimeſt parts 
of Relizion; to wit, the Eſſezce of the 
Divine Nature, But now the great 
Crime is, that all theſe Meaſures of 
Initiation were tal;en from the Hea- 
this: 
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thens : And this is prov*d, becauſe 
they are much the ſame. 

It is not now my bulineſs to exa- 
mine the Parallel; tho? I muſt confeſs 
there are,ina great many things,very 
tively Reſemblances : But as for the 
Crime, I cannor difcern where that 
lies, ſince the Chriftians did not ſym- 
boltze with any Deſign to form a 
Comprehenſion between Heatheniſm 
and Chriſtianity ; nor (asthis Author 
ſuggeſts) out of an Opinion of 'any 
Religion contain'd in ſuch Rires, ſee 
NV. 97. but out of a Zeal for GOD, 
and the Souls of Men, they, in Sr. 
PauPs Language, became all things un- 
ro them, that if poſſible they might en- 
lar2e the Territories of Chris's Kyjne- 
dom, and ſave ſome ; for, as long as 
they acted on theſe Principles, I think 
there was no.more Guilt in *em, thar? 
in St7 PauPs occaſional Compliances 
with Jewiſh Rites. Indeed our Ad- 
verfary eflewhere [ Num. 75, 79. ] 
g1ves this very account of theſe Ini- 
tiations or Compliances ; and there- 
tor , I cannot conceive how he can 
juititie ſo bale an Aſpertion, v7; 
N. go. [ Here is hs to ſhew how 
| Chri- 
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Chriſtianity became myſterious, and how 
(o Divine an Inſtitution aid, thro the 
Craft and Ambition of Prieſts and 
Philoſophers, degenerate into mecr Pa- 
ganiſm.] Its well known there are 
other Accounts given of thoſe Reli- 
ri0us Rites that were introduc*d in 
the Primitive Church, than thoſe a]- 
ready aſſhgrd; and thole too, that arc 
abundantly ſufficient to vindicate the 
Lawfulnels of *«m : I ſhall refer hin 
to St. Cyril, the Author he has cited, 
whois very particular on this Sub- 
ject. 

But, in a word, it's manifeſt they 
were in *crſelves the beſt Expedients 
to maintain the Diſcipline of the 
Church, and eſtabliſh a regular and 
uniform Piety, as well as orthodox, 
clear,and well-digeſted Faith ; ſo un- 
juſt is the Charge, that makes *em 
Artifices to introduce Myſtery, Tgno- 
rance, and Blind Obeatence, 

2aly, As for thoſe Emblematical 
Rites introduc'd in the Adminiſtrati- 
ons of the Chriſtian Sacraments, they 
might poſſibly contribute to the eſta- 
bliſhing Aftertes in a Jewiſh Sence,, 
as It 15 uſed for 1 ypical Repreſenta- 
tions, 
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tions : but they ſeem to have no ten- 
dency to eſtabliſh Myſtery in the 
ſence we contend for ; I mean, as it is 
put for Incomprehenlible Truths. * 

But let us reflect a little on the Baſe- 
2s of this Accuſation : Here's a ge- 
neral Combination in the Paſtors of 
the Catholick Church, and a great 
many Helliſh Deſigns fornt*d in the 
Womb of it ; Ambition and Covetouſ- 
zefs 15 the original Spring, Ceremony 
and a great many jane Rites 
the Inſtrument, and the grand De- 


ſigns were to turn Re/ivion into My- 
ſtery, even to that degree, that in the 


Opinion of this Author, it has made 
a Divine Inſtitution degenerate into 
Paganiſm; N. go. But, for what 
Reaſon ? Purely becauſe ſome Chri- 
ſtian Rules of Diſcipline reſemble the 
Religious Rites of Heathens ; tor, 
there can no other be fix*d on thoſe 
that are truly Primitive. If this be 
ſo, Pm ſure the Cenfure is extrava- 
gantly abſurd. What if a ſober Hea- 
then acts upon the ſtrict Rules of Ju- 
ſtice, and abhors Slander and Detra- 
ction, more than this Calumaniator ; 
muſt not a good Chriſtian hs 

rne 
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the fame Virtue, for fear of being 
charg?d with Paganiſm? Pm ſure 
the Caſe is the ſame where the Thing 
15 innocent or lawful. 

_— this —_— declaims 
againſt Myſtery very heartily, but T 
am afraid [6 . Ba _ "much dealing 
with one ſort of it ; for, ſuch {92 7ca, 
fuch Groazadleſs, ſuch Vile Aſperſ1ons, 
muſt take their Riſe from the My/te- 
ry of Iniquity, that reigns in the high 
places ; for *tis nothing elſe but the 
Language of him that is jultly ſtiied, 
the Accuſer of his Prethren. 

But, to proceed a little further, I 
find he has an immortal Abhorrence 
of the Croſs in Baptiſm, of Altars, of 
the Dedication or Conſecration of 
Charches, Muſick, the Rites of Burial ; 
and, in a word, of the Inſtitution of 
National Churches,which he ſeems to 
call Human Fattion, or Policy, in one 
place ; [See pag. 172. Ed. 2. and V- 
ſurpations upon Mankind in another, 
N. 93.] Now theſe are Rites and 
SanQions enjoyn'd and practis'd in 
the Eſtabliſd Church of England ; 
and when he thinks fit to diſcover 
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whercirithe Evil of them conſiſts, or 
that the Veople of this National 
Church are nor obliged to yield an 
Obe4licnce to ?em, 1 promiſe an Az- 
wer, and ſuch as will ſet lim off in 
his own Colours and Language too ; 
t':ar is, prove him an 1mpertinent 
Trifter. Iis rrue, he ſeems to ex- 
piode*er, becauſe [nothing like theſe 
are in the Writings of the Apoſtles, but 
they are all plainly contain'd in the Books 
of the Gentiles, and was the Subſtance 
of their IVi'orſhip :] when we make 
ſuch things the Subſtance of our 
Worthip, then let him accuſe us: 
« But as for the Neceſſity of finding 
« the particular Ceremonies in the 
& Writings of the Apoſtles, we ſay 
« there's none ; it's ſufficient we find 
«em by a fair Conſequence, inal- 
«© much as we find an Eccleſiaſtical 
« Power commiſſioned to enaCt pru- 
«* dent Laws tor the Peace and Unity 
« of the Church, for tlie maintenance 
« of Decency, Order, and Uniformi- 
« ty in the Publick Worthip of God ; 
* and as long as Ceremonies are cho-= 
* {en, with reſpect to the Number, 
* to 
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« ſo as not to bring a Burden, and 
« create Diſtraftion in the Publick 
« Worſhip of God, and with reſpect 
« to the Nature of *em, inaſmnch as 
« they carry a manifeſt Tendency to- 
* wards the Advancement of the 
« Ends of Religion. 

Again, we ſay Apoſtolick Practice 
or Tradition, and an uninterrupted 
Cuſtom of the Primitive Church, is 
_ certainly a conſiderable Argument 

not only of the Lawfulnels, Fur Au- 
thority of *«m, eſpecially ſo as that 
none ſbat diſpute an Obedience, when 
once they are enjoywd by our proper Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Superiours, Pm ure Ter- 
tull:ay makes this an expreſs Rule of 
Obedience in theſe matters, tho? this 
Author, by the help of a falſe Cita- 
tion, ſeems to inſinuate the contrary : 
Harum & aliarum ejuſmodi diſciplina- 
rum ſi legem expoſtules Scripturarum 
anllam invenies : Traditio tibi preten- 
detur ( by way of Rale, whereas he 
reads it, pretenditur] Autrix, conſue- 
tudo marks & fides obſervatrix, 
Lib. de Coron. C. 4. 
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Bat to draw towards a Concluf- 
on, I do not now intend a turmal 
Vindication of Ceremonies ; howe- 
ver, I think I have offered enough to 
publiſh rhe Ignorance or Impudence 
of the Man; when he aflerts, That 
[nothing is [o naturally oppoſite as Ce- 
remony and. Chriſtianity, N. 95.] 
W hat, even thoſe that are appointed 
to determine (for Decency, and U- 
niformity's ſake) the Natural Cir- 
cumſtances of Publick Worſhip, 
ſuch as Time, Place, and Manner ? 
© Let him make this out by dint of 
* Argument, and Pl] engage (as was 
© offered before) he ſhall have a fair 
© Anſwer. And now I have gone 
thro? a: tedious Harrangue, which 
whether it be more made up of Im- 
potent Malice, or Illogical Conclu- 
fions, is diſputable ; and rherefore, I 
think mylelt happy to arrive at his 
Concluſion, and more happy that [I 
Hind little in it, that either deſerves, 
or can juſtly provoke a Reply : for I 
find him either bantering the World 
with his own ObjeCtions, and An- 


{wers, which if placed in the Bal- 
lance, 
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lance, will not weigh 2 G-211 to ef- 
fet the Merits of the Cauie either 
way, or ging **m an account of his 
next Undertakin:s, tho? in his laſt E- 
dition,he's ſo pru-i2 1 roadd a Reſerve, 
that Pm much atraid will baulk the 
ExpeCtation of the Thing; for he let's 
us know, he'll take his own time for 
it, {asa thing not in the Command of 
any Mortal ; and P'm periwaded hell 
prove the Maxim by experimental 
Demonſtration ; tor, I believe, want 
of Health, or Buſineſs, or ſomething 
elſe, will make it a good while before 
he puts his finiſhing hand to his'new 
intended Syſtem of Divinity. One 
or two things, however, I cannot 
/ a I take a final leave. 
An 

Firſt, After all this Argument, the 
Reader may imagine that the Diffe- 
rence between us 15 not conſiderable ; 
for he allows, That we cannot pre- 
tend to an Adequate Knowledge of 
Things; and we ſay, That Divine 
Traths are chiefly Myſterious, 1n re- 
ſpect of the Modus of *em ; and as 
it's impoſſible ro comprehend the 
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Myſterious part of **m, ſo we argue 
it's not neceſſary to be known, or 
comprehended : But yet for all 
this, the Difference is very confidra- 
ble ; for this Gentleman perempto- 
rily afirms, That the Mods of all 
Revealed Truths, 1s explicable; ſee 
Num. 77. Se. 3. And in the Con- 
cluſion he tells us, If his Hypotheſis 
ſtands good, [Whatever Inſtance can 
be alledzed (he means in contradiction 
to it) muZt either be found not Mylſte- 
rivus, or if it prove a Myſtery, not 
Divinely revealed ; ] fo that he has 
formed a moſt Compendious Rule 
for diſcarding the fundamental Do- 
Qrines of Chriſtianity, if any be 
propoſed, whoſe Mods he cannot 
comprehend, and that too by com- 
mon Ideas, or Notions, his Hypo- 
theſis directs, That they are to be 
rejected as not Divinely revealed : 
Indeed,whoſoever ſurveys his Hypo- 
theſis, may at the firſt glance diſcern 
this to be the Deſign, though he had 
not blabed out the Secret inthe cloſe 
of it; and certainly the Deſign is ſo 
pernicious, and (tho? formed on a 
= | weak 
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weak Hypotheſis) liable to influence 
an unwary Reader, and cheat him 
out of the main of his Creed, thaz I 
wonder this Gentleman has eſcaped 
ſo long without being chaſtiſed by 
ſome Pen more accurate than I cal 
pretend to. 

The Second thing I ſhall take no, 
tice of is, The Proviſions he has made | 
againſt an Anſwer ; for he tells us/ 
That [no particular Inſtances, or Dos 
trines of any ſort, can ſerve for i 
proper Anſwer to this Diſcourſe.] I'his 
1s pretty well truly | He has been ve- \, 


/ 


ry Majeſterial in advancing his own — 


Poſirions,and will he be as abſolute in, 
preſcribing to 1s Anſwerers * As if 
norhing muſt paſs tor an Anſwer,that 
is not formed by his Model, or has 
not received his [mprizzatur, As tor 
the force of Inſtances, it's very well 
known, that an oppolite Inſtance 1s 
perfe&t Demonſtration againſt a pe- 
remptory, and univerſal Poſition in 
an Adverſary ; and the force of Polt- 
tions, Arguments, or Notions that 
exiſt in Theory, or Univerſals, are 
beſt illuſtrated and imprinted by In- 
L 4 {tances. 
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ſtances, I'm ſure he proceeds by 
theſe Meaſures inall his Reaſonings, 
and will he debar others of thoſe 
Priviledges he allows himſelf ? This 
is to make himſelf the abſolute So- 


 vereign of Reaſon and Argument ; 


as if the reſt of Mankind had no 
Right to uſe any more of either, but 
what he cantons out by his own 
Weights, and Meaſures. But he. 
tells us, Inſtances can be no Anſwer 
to his Diſcourſe, [As long as the Rea- 


ſons of it hold good: Very true, for 


if the Reaſons hold good, the In- 
ſtances alledg*d againſt *em muſt be 
impertinent, 'or incompetent : But 
the Inſtances I have produced are 
levelPd againſt his Reaſozs and Poſe- 
tions too, and, I hope, they ſufficient- 
ly deſtroy both, and then the Method 
of Anſwering will juſtifie itſelf with- 
out his Licenſe or Approbation. 
Ina word, as for this Anſwer, TI 
offer it to every candid impartial 
Reader with Deference and Submiſ- 
{ion, who, I queſtion not, will paſs. 
over ſome little Slips or Blots that 
may ariſe thro' heat of Argument, "at 
+ won | 1" tha 
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the main Lines are corrett and clear. 
And as for this Gentleman, or his 
Zealous Admirers, I tender the Sub- 
ſtance, or principal Parts of it, to be 
treated as he has peremptorily refol- 
ved at the foot of his Diſcourſe ; I 
mean, give is u0 more Quarter thay he 
will to Erroy ; but, according to his 
utmoſt Abilities and Opportunities, 
expole it in its true Colours, that he 
may not be charg'd as an Acceſlary 
againſt himſelf, m rendring his own 
Labours ineffeCtual, by weakly min- 


| 


cing or ſoftening of any thing. 
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Have now done with this Max 
_ of Reaſon ; and, upon Exami- 
nation, I think, there's nothing that 
can warrant thoſe baſe Suggeſtions 
that are ſcattered throughout his 
whole Treatiſe ; ſuchas charging the 
Clergy with Prieſtc;aft, and with 
building an unjuit Authority upon 
the abuſed Conſciences of the Laity. 
Indeed, I cannot but with Regret 
oblerve, how the Exemies of our 
Eſabliſlod Church have induſtriouſly 
purſued this Topick ; the moſt ſuc- 
ceſsful Method to advance their own 
Poſitions , and eſtabliſh to them- 
{elves a laſting Reputation, has been 
to create an Odzum, or invincible 
Prejudices, againſt the Body of the 
Clergy ; and in Order to this End, 
they have endeavoured to amuſe the 
Laity with Jealcuſies of a Growing 
U/arpation, and repreſent the whole 
Order as a Confederacy, whole Mam © 
Deſign 1s, Firit to Enflave the Minds 
and Conſciences of the reit of Man- 
kind, | 
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kind, and then to gull em of their Ci- 
wil Rights and Properties, And 
truly, the Projet has obtained fo 
far,even amongſt the higheſt Raxks 
of the Laity, that not only the La- 
bours and Performances, but the 
very Name and Character of a Cley- 
gy-man, is too often treated with 
the greateſt Air of Contempt : 
Whereas, if the meane#t Scribler can 
but talk of the Right of Humaze 
Reaſon, and Prieſtcraft, it gives an 
unqueſtionable Keputation to all his 
Performances, and they are careſſed 
and handed about with the greateſt 
Applauſe, But give me leave to 
obviate theſe unjuſt and groundleſs 
Prejadices : And firſt, The Charge 
of Prieſtcraft, ſeemsto be leve]Pd at 
the very Fuxition, and Impeaches 
the very Order and Inſtitution of it ; 
as1f there was ſomething contained 
in the Office of a Cler2y-man, or in 
thoſe Preliminaries, that neceſſarily 
prepares us for the Reception of the 
Office, which Educates .a Maz in 
Colluſton and Impoſture, and promprs 
us to V/arpation and Tyranny. But 


theſe are '/excelefl} and extravagrnt 
\ Cons 
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Conceits ; that Men ſhould enter up- 
on a Funition, whole Buſineſs is to 
promote the Salvatioz of other 
Mens Souls, and profeiledly pra- 
Etiſe the vileſt Cheats upon their 
own ; and under the Mask of pro» 
moting- Purity, and ſtrict Vertue, 
Fry {ould at _ Fa on the ba- 
eſt Impoſtures and Uſurpations. 

pw to proceed 4 As for the 
Impautation of Uſurpation in our 
Engliſh Clergy, as long as it is fix*d 
upon the Whole Body, I think it 
ought to be proved from the Conſtt- 
tution, or Polity of our Church, If 
ſo, Pm ſure, *twill be difficult to 
diſcover any Footſteps of Slavery, or 
Vſurpation : for it's well known, 
ſhe does not pretend to a Spirit of 
Tzfallibility, nor goes about to eſta- 
bliſh an Implicir Faith, and a Blind 
Obedience, And tho), as the Ord:- 
zance of GOD, ſhe aſſigns a juſt 
Deference to the Inftru#:ons of her 
Paſtors, and the Decrees of her Go» 
vernors ; yet ſhe does not Diſcard 
the Di/quiſition of a Private Rea- 
ſoz : For, in a word, the whole 
Lavours of her Paſtors, are Addreſſes 
& | 0) 
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to the Reaſon of her People. And 
now, I know no Clergy-man, of 
Worth, or Prudence, that pretends 
to ſtretch his Line beyond theſe 
Meaſures. And then, where ts the 
Uſarpation ? It's true, there are 
ſome few Things, as to the Exerciſe 
of Eccleſiaſtical Power , that ſeems 
to be too rigorouſly crampt by C- 


vil Laws and Santtions, and there- 


fore it can be no Crime, to wiſh a 
Regular and Seaſonable Alteration ; 
a if this were effeted, it could 
not be charged with Invaſion of C;- 
vil Rights, no more than Spiritual 
Uſurpation, | 
But yet, as long as we are bleſſed 
with Kzngs and Queens, that are 
Nurſing Fathers and Mothers of 
CarisT's Church ; if every thing 
does not come- up to the Primzrive 
Model, the Inconveniences may not 
be conſiderable, and Cy 
there can be no Temptation for an 
Paſtor of the Engliſh Church, to (it 
uneafie under the preſens Eſtabliſh 
ment, much-leſs to aim at laying a 
Yoke of Slavery upon the Lazty : 
Gop knows, they are ſcarce in a 
Con- 


p 
| 
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Condition to Aﬀert their Legal 
Rights; and therefore , it neither 
Honour nor Conſcience, nor the Diſ- 
pleaſure of that Great GOD, whom 
they Serve, can Reſtrain *em, it's 
the greateſt Vanity in Nature, to at- 
tempt any Invaſions, or Incroach- 
ments Of this nature ; I pray GoD 
to ſtrike the Hearts of thoſe that 
have imbibed ſuch groandleſs Preju- 
dices, to reflet upon theſe things, 
and conſider not only the Malzce,but 
pernicions Deſians of ſuch Aſperſions. 
It's very well known, how a Per/o- 
nal Odium, or Prejudice, defeats the 
Labours of any Order of Men ; and 
certainly it has a moſt fatal Influ- 
Ence 1n the Buſizeſs of Religion : for 
when thoſe that are entruſted with 
the Care of Mexs Souls, are brand- 
ed for Cheats and Impoſtors, the 
whole Order will not only be et a- 
{ide, as Perſons that are 7mpertinent, 
or »ſeleſs, but as highly dangerous 
and pernicious ; and when Men 
have diſcarded the Conncels and Iz- 
ſtruitions of their Spiritual Guides, 
they naturally ſet up for Maſters of 


Reaſon, and when they allow a Pri- 
pate 
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vate Reaſon, the ſole and abſolute 
Sovereignty, they are prepared to 
think, and do, whatever ſeemeth 
good in their own Eyes ; and this 1s 
the immediate 1z/et of Deluſion and 
Impiety : {o that upon the whole, 
tho? Men are ready to hug and ca- 
reſs the very Name of Prieſtcraft, 
and Spiritual Uſurpation, when fixt 
upon the Sacred Order, yet unleſs 
they could make out the Charge 
more clearly, they would do well 


to have an Eye upon ſuch andermi- 


ning Artifices, and conſider whether 
it's not Relzg10, itſelf, not its Gaar- 
dians, or Advocates, that's indu- 
ſtriouſly ſtruck at ? Whether ſuch 
PraQtices will not ſupplant the moſt 

udied Labours of Church-men, and 
entirely ſubvert the Faxdamentals of 
Faith, and the common Duties of 
Morality ? 

I will not fix theſe Calamities on 
any fingle Cauſe, but they ſeem to 
have. undertaken us ; and if ſuch 
inſufferable Libertiniſm is not the 
Parent of *«m, I'm ſure it's rather 
1n immediate Fore=-ranxer, than Co- 
temporary, 1 ſhall fay no a * : 
rae 
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the Plague is begun, but whatever 
may be the Fate of the preſent Clergy, 
T pray God put a timely ſtop to.1t ; 
I mean, fo as to ſuppreſs the Tor- 
rent of Error and Impiety. And tho? 
every one ſhould be bight Cconcern= 


ed, tor the Vindication of abaſed In- 
nocence ; yetT ſolemnly declare this, 
to be the prevailing Motive to theſe 
few concluding Refiettions, 


